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• 2011 -2018 | 400 

Individuals tracked

• Plant mortality was 10-

20% higher in treated plots 

versus non treated

• Grasses, especially 

ricegrass, were more 

sensitive compared to 

shrubs
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• General aridification makes 
grass plants more 
vulnerable to severe 
drought
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Drought Advisors is a network of professionals

committed to improving access to technical

resources for drought preparation and response

among Colorado producers.

• Connect interested producers with technical 

professionals to create drought plans

• Build a network of producers and professionals to

increase capacity to cope with drought

• Improve access to drought planning resources through trainings,

online and written materials, and one-on-one consulting



droughtadvisors.org
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• Dryland restoration trials 

to improve likelihood of 

seeding success

• Started by USGS

• Two sites in CO 

established in 2021



•Cool-season grass declines likely on the western 

slope, especially at lower elevations. 

•Increased shrubs and invasives likely. 

•Economic impacts to ranchers.

•Drought planning resources now available. 

•Research ongoing. 
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“And I happen to be the only one left in our family, and it was a very large ranch, and I’m the 

only one that has any of it left. And it’s not something that I take lightly. Times can get hard and 

you just suck up and hang with it. Because there is no tomorrow for it if you walk away, that’s 

it. There is no replacement value. And you struggle with it, and I have struggled a lot, and 

nothing makes my heart feel better than to see a banker that has tried to close me down at a 

meeting that comes up and says, do you remember me, and I say, yes, call him by name, and 

I said ‘I’m still on the ranch. You a$%#*&^.’”
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Use weather predictions to adjust stocking rate
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Source: Survey of Wyoming Ranchers 2012, N= 307
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