
Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish 
Recovery Program

San Juan River Basin Recovery 
Implementation Program



"Irreconcilable differences are 
forming between parties in the 

Colorado River."



The fundamental problem was 
that the fish are endangered.

The fundamental solution was 
to make them not endangered.



Program goal:

RECOVERY and 

delisting of the 

four listed fish 

species



Humpback chub
Bonytail
Colorado pikeminnow
Razorback sucker

Colorado pikeminnow
Razorback sucker





Streamlined ESA Compliance

No water project halted or 
delayed because of ESA

No litigation for any program 
partners

Certainty for water 
users



Humpback 
chub



Bonytail



Colorado 
pikeminnow



Razorback 
sucker



Instream Flow 
Coordination



Habitat 
protection



Nonnative 
Fish Control



Outreach



Propagation



Research & 
Monitoring









Larvae

Request



2022 Floodplains 
Connected



Managed 
wetlands



Fish results
• Stewart: 3,294 

• Stirrup: ~550

• Old Charley Wash: 637

• Johnson Bottom: 98

•2022 Total: 4,579

•2012-2021: 4,617
*



Photo: J. Mikula

Photo: UDWR/Breen

Photo: J. Mikula

Photo: UDWR/Breen





Thank you!
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