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Today's Focus
LEARNING CENTERS

Individualized Education Plan 

Goals  in Sm all Group  Ins truc tion 

Prac tice  and  Activitie s  

Sup p ort Stud e nts  and  the ir Eng ag e m e nt 
with Le arning  Tasks
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To promote student engagement for students 
on Individualized Education Plans in the 
Severe Needs Autism classroom.

PURPOSE
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What are Learning 
Centers?

"Centers a re  a re a s  o f th e  ro o m  th a t  a re  d e d ic a te d  to  le a rn in g  a  
s p e c ific  to p ic  o r d e ve lo p in g  a  s p e c ific  s kill. Cre a t in g  c e n te rs  in  
th e  s p e c ia l e d u c a t io n  c la s s ro o m  w ill p ro vid e  s tu d e n t s  w ith  th e  

o p p o rtu n ity  to  n o t  o n ly  d e ve lo p  a  s kill o r id e a , b u t  a ls o  to  
g e n e ra lize  it  in  va rio u s  e n viro n m e n ts  a w a y fro m  th e ir s c h o o l 

d e s ks . Do in g  s o  a ls o  a llo w s  s tu d e n t s  th e  m o ve m e n t  a n d  s e n s o ry 
in p u t  th a t  m a n y n e e d  in  o rd e r to  s u c c e s s fu lly  a t t e n d  to  a  t a s k” 

(P u ls ife r, 20 11, p . 1).

Marsh Capstone | 2020



Why did I choose Learning Centers 
for  my Project?

I wanted to engage students in educational activities within a 
com fortab le  a re a  of the  c lass room  tha t is  d e d ica te d  to  e ncourag ing  

the m  to  work toward s  the ir IEP g oa ls  and  e nhanc ing  the ir knowle d g e . 

I want s tud e nts  to  b e  ab le  to  have  the  op p ortunitie s  to  inte rac t with a  
va rie ty of m ate ria ls . 

I want a ll m y s tud e nts  to  le a rn and  g row e ve ryd ay!

Marsh Capstone | 2020



What are the Goals?
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Student Goals

Educator Goals

Participate in learning activities that will lead to learning skills needed to 
meet IEP goals.

Prepare our learners to be independent with life skills and to be a 
contributing citizens.



Students 
IEP Goals

By 9/11/2020, D.R. will use counting objects to create groups 
up  to  10  with 80% accuracy. 

By 5/ 14/ 2020 , A.J . will im p rove  found ation m ath skills  b y 
ind e p e nd e ntly counting  the  one  to  one  corre spond ing  q uantity 
in  80% of m e asurab le  op p ortunitie s .

By 11/ 6 / 2020  whe n g ive n sp e c ia lize d  ins truc tion, C.A. will show 
num b e r se nse  com p re he nsion b y corre sp ond ing  num b e rs  with 
q uantity a t 60% accuracy.
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Extended Readiness 
Com petencies

Extended  Readiness 
Com pe tencies

With appropriate support, students can:

VI. Add up to five sets of ten using place value 
manipulative.

VII. Solve single-digit subtraction facts 
using manipulative.

VII.Solvesingle digit addition facts 
using manipulative.

IX. Create sets of objects (i.e., 5 sets of 4) and 
find total.

Generate addition fact families when given 
whole number single digit components e.g. 1,5,6 

creates 1+5=6, 5+1=6, 6-1+5, 6-5=1

Content based access skills:

5. Understanding the concept of ―more 
and ―less

6. Manipulating mathematical objects to 
create sets

7. Responding to others in reproducing 
and modeling mathematical tasks

8. Expressing personal preferences and 
choices related to patterns

Colorado Academic Standards: Mathematics Extended Evidence 
Outcomes
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Small- Group Instruction

In our classroom it is 1:1 support with instruction. One 
paraprofe ssional/ te ache r to one  s tude nt.

Each sta tion has a  paraprofe ssional/ te ache r that 
p rovide s ind ividualize d  instructional support, a ligne d  to 
IEP goals , that appropria te ly challe nge s e ach s tude nt.

The  paraprofe ssional/ te ache r will le ad  and  guide  the ir 
s tude nt through the  ac tivity offe ring  guidance  and  

support.
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Paraprofessional/teachers will provide the evidence -base d  p ractice s of scaffold ing  and  m old ing  
for e ach of the  skill focus a t e ach of the  ce nte rs .

What is  scaffold ing?
"Ve rbal inte rac tion be twe e n te ache r and  child  that he lps the  child  to solve  a  p rob le m , carry out a  

task, or achie ve  a  goal be yond  e fforts  that are  unassiste d  is  re fe rre d  to as  scaffold ing” (App le be e  & 
Lange r, 1983, p . 228).

Accord ing  to Dre cktrah & Ge nisio it is  found  that "Mode ling  an ac tivity a t the  sam e  tim e  scaffold ing  
is  p rovide d  furthe r e nhance s the  le arning  opportunity. "

Our paraprofe ssional/ te ache r is  ab le  to m ode l for the  stude nts  by saying , "watch m e  firs t, the n it is  
your turn" while  de m onstrating  the  ac tivity so the  stude nt can se e  what is  be ing  aske d  of the m .

I do. We  do. You do. Marsh Capstone | 2020

Modeling and Scaffolding



Our Classroom Centers
Stations are labeled by black, p ink, purp le  and  b lue stars

Stude nt will ge t a sche dule  with the ir s ta tion rota tion

1:1 rota tion with the  opportunity to work with d iffe re nt c lassroom  adults

Four s ta tions for five  m inute s  rota ting  through twice

Once  a  s ta tion is  com ple te d  s tude nts  will m ove  the ir color from  the  "To Do" to the  
"Finishe d" colum n on the ir rota tion sche dule

Stations are  use d  during  m ath and  re ad ing
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Learning 
Center  

Stations
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Bla ck  
St a t ion

Pin k  St a t ion

Pu rp le  
St a t ion

Blu e  
St a t ion



Learning 
Center  

Stations
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Supporting Student 
Engagement with 

Activities
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Each station has multiple skill le ve l 
ac tivitie s tha t will ta rg e t the  s tud e nt’s  
g oa ls  and  the  Colorad o Acad e m ic  
Stand ard s  (EEO).

Diffe re n t ia te d  In s t ru c t io n

Stud e nts will re ce ive  ad ult sup p ort.

Su p p o rt

Stud e nts  will ac tive ly trans ition from  tab le  
s ta tions  and  ac tivitie s  will b e  ad ap te d  to  
m e e t and  sup p ort the  s tud e nts ’ se nsory 
ne e d s .

Se n s o ry In p u t

Stud e nts  will ac tive ly p artic ip a te  in the  
le arning  task.

Ac t ive  En g a g e m e n t

Learning Center  Benefits
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What is Being Measur ing and Why?

In a study Emergent Literacy in an Early Childhood Classroom: Center Learning to Support the 
Child with Specia l Needs, the researchers Margare t Genisio and Mary Drecktrah found that 
"learning environments, such as the  centers, enhance  opportunities to grow in emerging 

lite racy and to interactive ly use  the  communicative  arts of speaking, listening, reading, 
and writing. Centers are  an exciting learning environment for the  child."

The classroom teacher, paraprofessional, and I found this statement to be  true  through 
the  teaching experience  of our center learning. 
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What is Being Measur ing and Why?

Wh y is  t h is  d a t a  b e in g co lle ct e d ?
To monitor growth on IEP goals

Wh a t  d a t a  is  b e in g co lle ct e d ?
Math data is collected to evaluate  growth for each of the  students’ IEP 

goals

Wh a t  w ill b e  d on e  w it h  t h e  ou t com e  d a t a ? 
Determine  growth as prescribed in the  individual IEP goal
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From 8/13-3/11 D.R. average is a 73% for Math goal 1

Pink Sta r  
Sta tion
Ma t e r ia l  u s e d : Counting 
Bears
HOW: D.R. will sort the bears 
by color into groups up to 10.

D.R. Goal: by 9/11/2020, DR will use 
counting objects to create groups up to 
10 with 80% accuracy.



Pink Sta r  
Sta tion
MATERIAL US ED: COUNTING 
BEARS
Ho w : Th e  a d u lt  w ill d is p la y  a  
s p e c ific  n u m b e r o f b e a rs  a n d  
A.J . w o u ld  n e e d  t o   MIRROR 
t h a t  s a m e  n u m b e r o r h e  w ill 
o rg a n ize  t h e  b e a rs  b y  c o lo r.

A.J . Goal: By 5/ 14/ 2020 , A.J . will 
im p rove  found ation m ath skills  b y 
ind e p e nd e ntly counting  the  one  to  one  
corre sp ond ing  q uantity in 80% of 
m e asurab le  op p ortunitie s
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From 8/13 - 3/11 A.J. average is 57.34 for Math goal 1



Pink Sta r  
Sta tion
Ma t e r ia l  u s e d : Counting 
Be a rs
Ho w : Th e  a d u lt  w ill w rit e  a  
n u m b e r s u c h  a s  "6 " o n  a  
w h it e b o a rd  a n d  C.A. w o u ld  
n e e d  t o  fin d  6  o f t h e  s a m e  
c o lo re d  b e a rs .

C.A. Goal: By 11/ 6 / 2020  whe n g ive n 
sp e c ia lize d  ins truc tion, CA will show 
num b e r se nse  com p re he nsion b y 
corre sp ond ing  num b e rs  with q uantity a t 
60% accuracy
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From 9/16 - 3/11 C.A. average is 53.73 for Math goal 1



My 
Question 
to You!

Do you see the relationship on how 
these  studen ts would  use  these  

skills in  rea l life?
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