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 I.  INSTITUTIONAL DATA 
 
I.A.  GENERAL 

 
I.A.1 Role 
 
 Mesa State’s threefold mission, established by the Colorado Legislature, is contained in 
Colorado Revised Statutes (C.R.S.) 23-53-101: 
 

 “There is hereby established a College at Grand Junction, Colorado, to be known 
as Mesa State College, which shall be a general baccalaureate and specialized graduate 
institution with moderately selective admissions.  Mesa State College shall offer liberal 
arts and sciences programs and a limited number of professional, technical, and 
graduate programs.  Mesa State College shall also maintain a community college role 
and mission, including vocational and technical programs.  Mesa State College shall 
receive resident credit for two-year course offerings in its commission-approved service 
area.” 
 
This statutory role and mission statement broadly describes the direction provided by 

Mesa State College’s governing board, the services it currently provides, and the goals it strives 
to achieve.  The College’s strategic planning efforts provide a more specific description of the 
College’s focus and direction for planning purposes.   The most recent strategic planning 
document, entitled “Mesa State College: A Shared Vision…” was written in April 1998. Faculty, 
staff, students, and community members participated in the planning process. Participants and 
the campus at-large were asked to articulate the core values and vision of Mesa State.  The 
values and vision expressed in that flexible document follow: 

 
 
“Consistent with the values established by The Trustees of the State Colleges in 
Colorado,  Mesa State College shall: 

 
 Foster a climate of scholarship and intellectual curiosity.  The campus community 

should be an arena for diversity of thought and the exchange of ideas.  Our academic 
activity should promote the development of critical reasoning and sound judgment.  
A climate of intellectual tolerance should characterize the campus. 

 
 Provide tools for career fulfillment and lifelong learning.  Our academic programs 

should remain grounded in the liberal arts tradition as we prepare students for a wide 
variety of careers and life choices.  The College should also have strong extra-
curricular and cultural programs to augment academic life. 

 
 Promote a sense of personal responsibility and citizenship.   College life should 
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strengthen individual integrity and growth of character.  Faculty and staff alike 
should serve as role models for the development of such character traits as 
responsibility, a strong work ethic, honesty, fairness, loyalty, and the capacity to 
exercise sound judgment. 

 
 Exercise and promote leadership.  The College should share its expertise with local, 

regional, national, and international communities and provide a forum for debate.  
The institution should promote leadership by setting an example in service to and 
collaboration with the larger community. 

 
 Be a resource for community enrichment and development.  The College is a 

community resource.  Visual and performing arts as well as seminars, colloquia, and 
other academic activities provided for the citizens of the region reflect this.  Our 
library also is becoming a regional asset.  The community should be encouraged to 
use and support these resources and other College activities. 

 
“Mesa State College is dedicated to excellence in teaching.  Our success is due in 

part to our placing students and student learning at the heart of our purposes.  All the 
College’s academic programs strive for the highest standards of academic excellence, 
and are responsive to the changing and increasingly complex needs of students, the 
disciplines they seek, and the professions they serve.  There also is a recognition that 
ongoing scholarship is critical to maintaining that excellence as it is to providing high 
quality service to public agencies, private enterprise, and to the citizens of Colorado. 
 “Mesa State College recognizes that the heart of its undergraduate program is its 
rigorous liberal arts core – its arts and sciences curricula.  These programs provide 
focused study in the arts and sciences, essential general education courses, and the 
foundation for an understanding of other disciplines.  Their emphasis on critical thinking 
skills is essential to the lifelong education of an informed citizenry.  The liberal arts must 
remain strong and responsive to the needs of students, other academic units at the 
college, and the professions which graduates enter. 
 “Applied technology programs help Mesa State College fulfill its community 
college function.  These programs are designed in response to the growing employment 
and economic development needs of the region and state and are well coordinated with 
College academic courses. 
 “Mesa State College’s graduate program is related to its mission and to the needs 
of communities, businesses, and industries in the region.  The development of graduate 
programs will continue and will extend our partnerships with other higher educational 
institutions to provide maximum opportunities for students in western Colorado with the 
resources available to higher education. 
 “It also is essential that faculty preserve its traditional authority, delegated by The 
Trustees, for the curriculum.  Decisions about such academic matters as the creation of 
new courses and degrees lie within the responsibility of the faculty.  Mesa State College 
also is firmly founded on traditions of governance in which members of the faculty 
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participate significantly in decisions about tenure, rank, and the nature and conditions of 
faculty work. 
 “Another primary reason for the success of Mesa State is the high quality of its 
staff.  The diverse talents and remarkable energies employed by staff members in every 
office across campus promote institutional improvement and student success.  The 
College must continue to improve efforts to recognize and reward the accomplishments 
of faculty and staff and to enable the most capable members to advance both personally 
and professionally. 
 “There is a shared understanding that Mesa State College must sustain its core 
values and traditions.  At the same time the College must be responsive to external issues 
in order to maintain public support, sufficient resources, and the confidence of 
prospective students.   
 
“OUR VISION 
 

“As members of the Mesa State College community we are creating an 
environment where a diverse group of students, faculty, staff, alumni, community and 
area residents participate in creative and intellectual activities and enterprise.  We 
embrace life-long learning for ourselves and for the residents of the region in order to 
ensure the well being of our families, workplaces, and communities. 
 “We affirm the College as a total learning community in which students learn 
through instruction, mentoring, and collaboration, and faculty learns through scholarship, 
creative work, and teaching.  Undergraduate education will continue to be our highest 
priority although we also will engage in graduate, technical, and community education.  
We further affirm that the College community, especially the faculty, knows what 
academic success is and how to attain it. 
 “We collaborate in learning opportunities, which go beyond the classroom and 
involve and benefit neighborhoods, schools, public institutions, businesses, industries, 
other organizations, and the natural world of the region we serve. 
 “We hold ourselves accountable for our performance as individuals and as an 
institution which is supported by the citizens of the State of Colorado.” 

 
A current complete copy of “Mesa State College: A Shared Vision…” containing specific goals 
can be found in Appendix “A”, Volume II, of this document.  It should be noted that this basic 
planning document is marked “DRAFT” with the understanding that its content and goals are 
subject to change as the needs of the College shift with time.  This same understanding should be 
applied to this entire Master Plan.  
 
 
 
I.A.2 History: 
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In 1925, following the formation of Mesa State College, Richard E. Tope, Superintendent 
of Grand Junction Schools, made the following remarks in a speech to area community leaders: 

 
“The history of Mesa College is characteristic of its community.  It is a story of struggle, 
hardship and sacrifice.  Mesa College grew like its community, inch by inch.  The 
crusade for a college in Grand Junction is an epic story, recalling memories of 
community spirit and cooperation unmatched before or since.”1 
 

 The Grand Junction community first approached the Colorado State Legislature in 1899 
with a plan to create a local district college in Grand Junction but it was not until 1925 that the 
legislature passed legislation establishing the Grand Junction State Junior College.  County, city, 
community, and private donations provided classroom facilities and equipment for the first 
classes.  Initial enrollment in the fall of 1925 consisted of 39 full-time students meeting in two 
rooms in the county courthouse.2 
 In 1937, Mesa Junior College District was formed and the name of the institution 
changed to Mesa College.  Enrollment had grown to 450 students.  The abandoned county school 
building, occupied by the College since 1926, no longer provided adequate space for the 
College’s growing enrollment.3  The District Board of Trustees purchased ten acres of land north 
of downtown Grand Junction and began planning for the construction of a new building.  The 
building was completed in 1940 and remains the principal classroom facility on the Mesa State 
College campus today. 
 Strengthened by the support of a growing community and committed to meeting the 
increasing demands for higher education in western Colorado, the College continued to expand.  
Thirty acres of residential property, adjacent to the original ten-acre site, were purchased.  This 
forty-acre site continues to serve as the College’s main campus location. 

The College’s mission also grew.  In 1967, the College was designated an Area 
Vocational School by action of the State Board of Community Colleges and Occupational 
Education.  In 1972, state legislation authorized Mesa College to add baccalaureate programs to 
its existing two-year associate and one-year certificate programs.  On January 15, 1974, the 
electorate of the Mesa Junior College District voted to dissolve the district and transfer the assets 
of Mesa College to The Trustees of the State Colleges in Colorado.  The College changed its 
name to Mesa State College in 1988 to be consistent with the other three colleges in the State 
College System.  In 1994, the Colorado State Legislature granted Mesa State College the 
authority to offer limited graduate programs.  Mesa State is now a comprehensive institution of 
higher education, offering associate, baccalaureate, and graduate programs.  The College will 
celebrate its seventy-fifth year as a public college in the year 2000. 
 
I.A.3 Relationships: 
 
                                                 
1 Mesa State College Foundation, The Mesa State College Campaign Campus Expansion Project, Case 
Statement, 1996, p. 1. 
2 Louis G. Morton, Mesa College - The First Fifty Years, Grand Junction, Mesa State College, 1982, pp. 13-15. 
3 Ibid. pp. 35-43. 
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I.A.3.a  State System for Higher Education: 
 
 Under the overall budgetary and policy guidance of the Colorado Commission on Higher 
Education (CCHE), The Trustees of State Colleges in Colorado govern Mesa State College.  
Overall, The Trustees govern four public higher education institutions: 

 
Adams State College 
Metropolitan State College of Denver 
Mesa State College   
Western State College 
 

The Board of Trustees consists of seven members appointed by the Governor for four-year 
terms.  In addition, a faculty trustee, appointed by the Faculty Advisory Committee to The 
Trustees, and a student trustee, appointed by student government representatives of each 
institution, serve for one-year terms.  The Trustees are statutorily charged with responsibility in 
the areas of finance, resources, academic programs, admissions, role and mission, and personnel 
policies. 
 
I.A.3.b  Community or Service Area : 
 

The College’s strong ties to its local communities have always been an intrinsic part of 
the College’s evolution and tradition.  Its success has been largely due to the vision and resource 
commitment of those communities.  The resource commitment of the Grand Junction community 
is underscored by the City of Grand Junction’s $2.5 million pledge in 1996 for the purchase of 
additional property for campus expansion.  Mesa County, Mesa State College Foundation, and 
numerous local businesses have pledged matching funds for the expansion campaign.   

The City of Montrose and the Montrose Chamber of Commerce provided space for the 
first Mesa State College Montrose Campus.  Recently, the College has worked with the 
Montrose Library District to remodel the Morgan Elementary School building to provide 
additional classroom space for academic programs in the Montrose area.  A cooperative 
agreement with the Montrose Library has also improved the library resources available to 
students in Montrose and to the community at large.   

The College’s partnership with Mesa County Valley School District #51 and the local 
Grand Junction community is another example of local community relationships formed to meet 
educational needs at all levels in an innovative and efficient manner.  This partnership, the Grand 
Valley Board of Cooperative Educational Services (GVBOCES), offers technical and 
occupational programs at the secondary and post-secondary level through the School District and 
Mesa State.  The majority of the programs are offered at the Tilman M. Bishop Unified 
Technical Education Campus in Grand Junction.  The City of Grand Junction, Mesa County, and 
area businesses contributed land for the campus and over $2.2 million to match state capital 
construction appropriations to construct and equip the two classroom buildings located at the 
Unified Technical Education Campus (UTEC). 

 The College also works cooperatively with the Delta-Montrose Vocational School, 
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Colorado Northwest Community College in Rangely, and Colorado Mountain College in 
Glenwood Springs.  Mesa State is a partner in a consortium with these and other western 
Colorado institutions to develop interactive video connectivity with school districts and 
institutions of higher education. 

Mesa State’s cooperative initiatives extend beyond its local geographic area.  The 
College hosts the Western Colorado Graduate Center, providing facilities, library resources, 
student services, and administrative support to the Graduate Center.  Under the governance of 
The Trustees of the State Colleges in Colorado, the Graduate Center brokers graduate programs 
throughout western Colorado.  Under the leadership of The Trustees, Mesa State’s MBA 
program will be offered at Metropolitan State College, Western State College, and Adams State 
College, beginning fall 1998.  Other initiatives, including efforts to increase offerings in pre-
engineering courses through Colorado State University, are under consideration. 

 
 

________________________________ 
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I.B SERVICE AREA 
 
I.B.1 Geographic 
 
I.B.1.a  Boundaries: 
 
 In its role as a four-year institution of higher education, Mesa State College’s  service 
area, as established by CCHE, is the entire state of Colorado.  This is consistent with all other 
four-year state institutions.  The College may offer cash-funded instruction throughout the state 
through the Colorado Statewide Extended Studies Program or approved degree or certification 
programs through the Off-Campus State-Funded Program as need and demand dictate. 
 Mesa State College also provides Community College programs.  In this role, its CCHE 
defined service area consists of  Mesa, Delta, Montrose, San Miguel, and Ouray Counties.  The 
College also cooperates with Adams State College in providing any needed two-year academic 
programs, coordinated by the central office of The State Colleges in Colorado, in Gunnison and 
Hinsdale counties.  A map of Colorado showing this service area follows.  (The service area for 
Mesa State College is shaded.)  
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 Mesa State College also provides vocational programs.  In this role, its service area is 
Mesa County.  A map of Colorado showing this service area follows. (The service area for Mesa 
State College is shaded.)  
 

 
 
 
I.B.1.b. Characteristics 
 
 As is evident, Mesa State College fulfills a variety of educational functions for different 
areas of the state.   Because of the need to focus on those factors that impact the College directly, 
a complete description of the entire state is not appropriate.   The following sections of this 
document will therefore provide information relevant to the status and growth of Mesa State 
College with particular emphasis on its geographic traditions on the western slope of Colorado. 
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I.B.2. History 
 

Mesa State College’s service areas have historically been primarily concerned with the 
western slope of Colorado – a region with a rich and interesting history.  Glaciers formed much 
of the area, leaving behind a river valley surrounded by a mesa to the east and mountains to the 
north and south. In the late 1700’s, the area was explored by Lewis and Clark and then more 
extensively by two Spanish missionary explorers, Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez and Fray 
Silvestre V’elez de Escalante.  The Northern Ute Indians inhabited much of area until the late 
1800’s.4   

Trappers began to settle in western Colorado in the late 1700’s and early 1800’s, 
establishing trading posts along the Gunnison River.  Discovery of rich mineral deposits in the 
surrounding mountains brought additional settlers to the area.  Cattle ranchers and sheepherders 
followed.  In 1881, a land rush brought settlers from the east and a township was formed in what 
had become known as the Grand Valley.  The town was called Ute, then West Denver, and 
finally renamed Grand Junction.  By 1883, Mesa County was created and Grand Junction named 
the county seat.5  The valley began to prosper when the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad 
established a main line in Grand Junction in 1887.  Agriculture soon became a predominant 
industry in the valley with irrigation water provided by the Colorado and Gunnison Rivers.6 

The area’s natural resources provided the basis for many of the industries that thrived in 
the region throughout much of its early history and continue to provide the basis for much of its 
industry today.  Although not as predominant as they once were, ranching, mining, and 
agriculture remain important components of the area economy.     

Mesa State College’s four-year service area now includes the entire state of Colorado. 
As will be seen later in this document, the College is expanding its role and is beginning to have 
an impact on higher education state wide. 
 
 
I.B.3 Population – Present and Projected 
 
I.B.3.a. Size 
 
 The population of Mesa State College’s four-year service area - the state of Colorado - 
has and continues to grow.  Historical population information, along with projections of future 
totals, are presented in Table 1 at the top of the next page.   The growth experienced in the past 
is expected to continue over the next 25 years, but at a slightly slower rate.  
 
 
 

                                                 
4 Delta County Independent, Delta County – Western Colorado Adventures, 1997, p. 30. 
5 Grand Junction Area Chamber of Commerce, Community Profile 1998, Grand Junction, 1998, p. 1. 
6 Ibid, p. 1. 
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Table 1  
MESA STATE COLLEGE  FOUR–YEAR SERVICE AREA – COLORADO 
POPULATION HISTORY AND PROJECTION 

PERIOD POPULATION GROWTH RATE
FROM 1991 

YEARLY 
GROWTH RATE 

1991 3,369,199 - - 

1996 3,822,676 13.5% 2.6% 
2000* 4,100,962 21.7% 2.0% 
2005* 4,413,055 31.0% 1.8% 
2010* 4,710,393 39.8% 1.7% 
 2015* 5,008,780 48.7% 1.6% 

Source:  Colorado Department of Local Affairs, April, 1998 
* Projected data. 

  
For Mesa State College’s community college service area, overall population estimates 

again indicate growth.   Table 2 below summarizes historical population statistics in its 
community college service area for the five-year period from 1991 through 1996. 

 
Table 2   
MESA STATE COLLEGE – COMMUNITY COLLEGE SERVICE AREA  
POPULATION BY COUNTY  

   5-Year 
   Growth 

County July 1991 July 1992 July 1993 July 1994  July 1995    July 1996 Rate 
Delta 21,204 21,806 23,147 24,226 25,020 25,502 20.27%

Mesa 96,067 97,464 99,900 102,781 105,392 107,473 11.87%
Montrose 25,205 26,111 27,089 28,211 29,308 30,036 19.17%
Ouray 2,413 2,516 2,625 2,856 3,027 3,180 31.79%
San Miguel 4,076 4,466 4,701 5,073 5,194 5,432 33.27%

Total 148,965 152,363 157,462 163,147 167,941 171,623 15.21%
Average Growth Rate/Year  2.9%
Source:  Colorado Department of Local Affairs, April, 1998  
  

The population of Mesa State’s community college service area exceeds 170,000.  Over 
60% of that population reside in Mesa County, where the College’s main campus is located. 
Distances of 50 to 100 miles separate the balance of the population from the largest city in Mesa 
County, the City of Grand Junction. 

Mesa State’s service area has grown at an average rate of 2.9% per year since 1991.  
Mesa, Delta, and Montrose Counties continue to be the most populated counties in the area. 
(Appendix “B”, Volume 2, contains additional detailed information on population growth in 
Mesa State’s service area.) 
 Population projections through the year 2020 show continued and steady growth in Mesa 
State’s service area.  As illustrated in Table 3 on the next page, the rate of growth in the service 
area is expected to average slightly under 2% per year through the next two decades.  The fastest 
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rate of growth is expected to continue to occur in San Miguel and Ouray Counties, on the 
southern boundary of Mesa State’s service area.  
 
 
 
Table 3   

MESA STATE COLLEGE – COMMUNITY COLLEGE SERVICE AREA  
POPULATION ESTIMATES BY COUNTY  

   5 –Year  10 – Year  20 – Year 
   Growth  Growth  Growth 

County  YEAR 2000 YEAR 2005 Rate YEAR 2010 Rate YEAR 2020 Rate 
Delta 28,267 31,512 11.48% 34,400 21.70% 40,453 43.11%

Mesa 115,695 125,750 8.69% 135,952 17.51% 156,685 35.43%
Montrose 33,124 36,176 9.21% 39,668 19.76% 48,378 46.05%
Ouray 3,835 4,580 19.43% 5,202 35.65% 6,353 65.66%
San Miguel 6,304 7,421 17.72% 8,627 36.85% 10,988 74.30%

Total 187,225 205,439 9.73% 223,849 19.56% 262,857 40.40%
Average Growth Rate/Year 1.9% 1.8%  1.7%
Source:  Colorado Department of Local Affairs, April, 1998  
 
 
 

Mesa State College’s vocational service area – Mesa County – continues to grow.  The 
population estimates for the county can be seen in the two tables above.  (See Table 3 above and 
Table 2 on the prior page.)   While Mesa County is the College’s service area for its vocational 
programs, it also contributes almost half of the entire student body for all programs.  The 
significance of the County’s population growth must therefore be considered with some degree 
of care. 

Based on information provided by the State of Colorado Demographer’s Office, the 
largest percentage increase in Mesa County’s population occurred in the 20 to 24 year age group 
during the five- year period from 1991 through 1996.  Current estimates indicate that the number 
of individuals in that age group grew over 28% during the period.  The second largest growth 
rate occurred in the 45 to 64 year age group.   The growth rate for that segment of the population 
was 20%.  Finally, the number of individuals between 13 and 19 grew 17% from 1991 through 
1996.  (Appendix A includes a more complete presentation of population growth by age group 
and gender in the area.)  The graph on the following page illustrates the composition by age 
group of Mesa County’s population, based on 1998 projections. 
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Population projections for 1998 indicate that there are approximately 13,000 individuals 
residing in Mesa County between the ages of 13 and 19.   It is from this segment of the 
population that Mesa State draws almost 50% of its first time freshmen.  The rapid growth in this 
segment of the population has resulted and will continue to result in increasing numbers of high 
school graduates seeking entrance into higher education in the next decade. 
 The largest percentage of the population in Mesa County falls within the 25 to 44 year 
age group.  This segment totals just over 30,000.  The majority of Mesa State’s “nontraditional” 
students are members of this age group.  Students within this age range represent approximately 
33% of Mesa State’s total headcount enrollment.  
 Population projections for Mesa County through 2020 indicate that the largest growth 
rate will occur in the 45 to 64 year age group.  There will be less than 1% growth per year in the 
13 to 19 year age group and slightly over 1.5% growth per year in the 25 to 44 year age group.  
The following graph depicts projected growth by age group over the next five, ten, and twenty 
year period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mesa County Population Estimates by Age
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I.B.3.b. Racial Characteristics 

 
The race and gender of Mesa State’s undergraduate student population closely parallels 

the race and gender of the population in Mesa County.  Table 4 below illustrates this similarity. 
 

 
Table 4  
POPULATION ESTIMATES BY GENDER AND RACE  

            
Mesa 

County* Mesa State College** Population Group 

Number % of Total Number % of Total 
Male 

50,220 
48.5%             2,103 44.8% 

Female 
53,412 

51.5%             2,592 55.2% 

White non-Hispanic 
92,893 

89.6%             4,090 87.1% 

Hispanic 
8,625 

8.3%                345 7.3% 

Black 
482 

0.5%                  64 1.4% 

American Indian 
785 

0.8%                  51 1.1% 

Asian & Pacific Island 
847 

0.8%                  50 1.1% 

Non-Resident Alien                  69 1.5% 
Undeclared                  26 0.6% 

*Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 1997 Estimates 
**Source:  MSC, Headcount Comparison, Fall 1997  

 

M e s a  C o u n ty  P o p u la t io n  b y  A g e  G r o u p

-

5 ,0 0 0

1 0 ,0 0 0

1 5 ,0 0 0

2 0 ,0 0 0

2 5 ,0 0 0

3 0 ,0 0 0

3 5 ,0 0 0

4 0 ,0 0 0

4 5 ,0 0 0

1 9 9 8  1 9 ,4 7 3   1 2 ,7 9 2   8 ,2 1 4   3 0 ,4 8 5   2 5 ,6 4 3   1 5 ,5 1 2  

2 0 0 3  2 0 ,9 1 2   1 2 ,7 5 0   9 ,4 1 0   3 1 ,3 7 2   3 2 ,6 5 4   1 5 ,6 6 3  

2 0 0 8  2 2 ,9 3 9   1 2 ,8 0 1   9 ,5 1 7   3 3 ,3 5 5   3 8 ,0 7 1   1 6 ,4 1 6  

2 0 1 8  2 6 ,3 0 0   1 4 ,3 8 2   9 ,9 4 3   3 9 ,9 1 6   4 1 ,1 0 6   2 1 ,5 6 6  

0 -1 2 1 3 -1 9 2 0 -3 9 2 5 -4 4 4 5 -6 4 6 5 +

S o u rc e :   C o lo ra d o  S ta te  D e m o g ra p h e rs  O f f ic e ,  P o p u la t io n  E s t im a te s  1 9 9 7
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I.B.3.b  Socio-economic Characteristics 
 

As will be seen later, Mesa County contributes the largest proportion of students to Mesa 
State College of any other County in the State.  Its population characteristics are therefore of 
primary consideration.  The following information has been provided by the Grand Junction 
Area Chamber of Commerce in its “Community Profile 1998”: 

 
 Marital Status 
  Married    65% 
  Single     13% 
  Separated, Divorced, Widowed 22%  
 
 Homeownership 
  Own Home    78% 
  Rent/other    22% 
 
 Children in Household 
  None     55% 
  One     16% 
  Two     19% 
  Three+     10% 

 
  Years at Present Address 
   Less than 5 years   50% 
   5-19 years    35% 
   20+ years    15% 
 
I.B.4. Economic Basis 
 

  Mesa County is the major population and economic center in the region.  The County has 
three hospitals, including a regional medical center, a regional airport, and a large retail and 
service industry.  Economic development efforts over the last 10 to 15 years have attracted 
several light manufacturing industries to the area.   

While the population in Mesa County grew 19% in the first seven years of the decade, 
the number of workers grew 33% during the same period.7  Although there was significant 
employment growth in the construction industry (84%) and transportation (42%), the service 
industries remain the largest employers in the area.  Within the service industries, 36% of 
workers are employed in medical services, 20% are employed in business services, and 10% are 
employed in social services.  The following graph summarizes employment by industry.  
Appendix B contains a more complete presentation on Mesa County employment. 

                                                 
7 Source:  U.S. Census Bureau and Colorado Department of Labor and Employment. 
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 Per capita income for Mesa County was an estimated $21,104 in 1997.  Estimates of per 
capita income for the surrounding counties ranged from a low of $15,628 in Delta County to a 
high of $23,744 in San Miguel County.8  The unemployment rate also varied.  Mesa County’s 
unemployment rate was the lowest at 3.8% and Montrose County’s the highest at 7.3%. 
 
I.B.5. Climate 
 
 Daytime temperatures in the valley range from a high of 93.6 degrees in July to a low of 
35.5 degrees in January.  Average precipitation is 8.64 inches, with an average snowfall of 25.4 
inches.  The valley is arid.  Irrigation is a necessity.  Snowfall in the surrounding mountains 
feeds the Colorado and Gunnison Rivers, which in turn provide untreated water for agricultural 
and residential irrigation.  
 The temperate climate and surrounding geography of the area attract a large number of 
tourists every year.  There are numerous recreational opportunities, including several State and 
national parks.  Several major ski resorts are within a 150-mile radius.  The closest is 
Powderhorn Ski Resort in Mesa, Colorado, approximately 30 miles from Grand Junction. 
 
I.B.6. Transportation Systems 
 
 An interstate highway connects Grand Junction to Denver, Colorado, 250 miles to the 
east and Salt Lake City, Utah, 250 miles to the west.  A state highway connects Grand Junction 
to Delta and Montrose, Colorado to the south.  Air transportation is available year around to 
                                                 
8 Source:  Western Colorado Business Development Corporation, Research Bureau. 

Mesa County Employment by Industry
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27%
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Source:  Colorado Department of  Labor & Employment, 2nd Qtr 1997
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Denver, Salt Lake, and Phoenix through two commuter carriers from Grand Junction’s airport. A 
second airport, in Montrose County, provides air transportation to Denver and Durango. 
 Currently, there are no public transportation systems within the Mesa, Delta, and 
Montrose County areas.  Recent efforts within Mesa County have been successful in securing 
limited funding to operate a public bus system along a limited route by the year 2000.  Mesa 
State has been involved in the community planning efforts and intends to continue supporting 
those efforts.  Based on the initial conceptual plans for the fixed route, Mesa State is located in 
the center of the area targeted for service.   
 
I.B.7 Education 
 

The most recent information available indicates that 62% of the population in Mesa 
County have some post-secondary education.  Less than one-half of that number, though, are 
college graduates.9  Although the number of college graduates has grown since 1990, less than 
30% of Mesa County residents have a college degree.   

The level of education of residents in the surrounding counties varies widely.  Table 5 
details the level of education by county of the population within Mesa State’s service area, based 
on the 1990 U.S. Census.  

 
   

TABLE 5  
EDUCATION ATTAINMENT OF POPULATION 
MESA STATE COLLEGE SERVICE AREA  
1990 U.S. CENSUS  

 % High School % College 
County Graduates Graduates 

Delta 73.0% 13.6% 
Mesa 79.5% 17.4% 
Montrose 74.5% 15.4% 
Ouray 87.5% 27.9% 
San Miguel 93.5% 40.3% 

    
Mesa County Valley School District #51 is the largest school district in the area with an 

enrollment of 18,800 students.  In addition, there are 1,000 students enrolled in private and 
parochial schools and an estimated 1,300 students in home schools.10  School District #51 has 
experienced an average rate of growth of 2% per year since 1990 and estimates continued 
growth at an average rate of 1.5% per year through 2001.11  The distribution of students between 
kindergarten and grade 12 is fairly even.  Approximately 46% of the students in the District are 
in grades K through 5, while 54% are in grades 6 through 12. 

 

                                                 
9 Source:  Mesa County:  Our Picture of Health, 1998. 
10 Source:  Western Colorado Business Development Corporation, Research Bureau. 
11 Mesa County Valley School District #51, Presentation, September, 1996. 
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Opportunities for post-secondary education in the general area include two, two-year 

public colleges - Colorado Northwestern Community College in Rangely, 80 miles north of 
Grand Junction; and Colorado Mountain College in Glenwood Springs, 86 miles east of Grand 
Junction.   Fifty miles south of Grand Junction, in Delta, is a local area vocational school, the 
Delta-Montrose Area Vocational School.  Colorado Christian College is the only other four-year 
institution in the area.  Colorado Christian College is a private college, located in Grand 
Junction, offering a limited number of baccalaureate degrees.   

There are also two proprietary technical schools in Grand Junction, Technical Trades 
Institute and the Academy of Beauty.  Enrollment in these institutions is less than 200 students.  

Both public and private colleges and universities have offered graduate education 
throughout the region for many years.  Mesa State provided much of the administrative support 
for these programs prior to the creation of the Western Colorado Graduate Center, under the 
governance of The Trustees of State Colleges in Colorado.  The Graduate Center was created by 
legislative action in 1994 and began operations in 1996.  The Graduate Center will offer 29 
graduate programs, through six Colorado colleges and universities, during the 1998-99 academic 
year.12  Fourteen of those programs will be offered in Grand Junction on the Mesa State College 
campus.     

           
______________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
12 The Trustees of State Colleges in Colorado, Business Plan for Western Colorado Graduate Center, March, 
1998. 
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I.C. POLICIES 
 
I.C.1. Admissions 
 
 The CCHE defines admissions standard for all public institutions in the State of 
Colorado. Mesa State’s CCHE defined admissions standards are “moderately selective” for 
baccalaureate programs.  A high school graduate must have earned a minimum grade point 
average of 2.50 and a composite score of 19 on the ACT, or 860 combined on the SAT, to gain 
admission as a baccalaureate degree-seeking student.  Certain baccalaureate programs have 
additional or more stringent admissions requirements.  Examples include the Nursing and 
Radiological Science programs and the Accounting program.   

Students not accepted into a baccalaureate program may be conditionally accepted into 
MAAP (Mesa Academic Achievement Program).  If selected for MAAP, students are required to 
register in specific courses designed to promote academic success.  Admissions into MAAP are 
limited as prescribed by CCHE policy.   

Applicants for associate or certificate programs are accepted on an “open” enrollment 
basis.  Students admitted into associate or certificate programs may apply for admission into a 
baccalaureate degree program after completing 12 semester hours of college level course work 
with a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or higher or after earning an associate degree.   

All first-time undergraduate students are required to take academic proficiency tests in 
math and English composition.  The computerized testing program, COMPASS, is a self-paced 
placement examination designed to provide additional information about the student’s academic 
skill level.  Results are used for placement and not admission. 
 Graduate program admissions policies require a student to have received a baccalaureate 
degree from a regionally accredited institution and to have completed the Graduate Management 
Admissions Test (GMAT).   Applicants compete for admission based on their academic history, 
GMAT scores, and ability to succeed in the graduate program. 
 
I.C.2. Academic Program 
 
I.C.2.a  General Content 
 

In general, the educational opportunities at Mesa State College include: 
 
1. Programs leading to baccalaureate degrees and associate degrees in liberal arts, sciences, 

business and professional areas; 
 
2. Vocational technical programs leading to certificates and associate degrees; 
 
3. Programs leading to masters degrees offered by both Mesa State College and other 

institutions coordinated through the Western Colorado Graduate Center; 
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4. A sufficiently wide range of lower division courses to assure smooth, successful transfer 

by students to other institutions with programs not offered by the College; 
 
5. Community services, including intellectual, civic, and cultural activities, and advisory 

services; and 
 
6. Sufficient courses in all areas of general education to insure that students can be 

conversant in areas of general knowledge. 
 

Studies undertaken by students at Mesa State College depend upon individual career 
plans and educational objectives.  The design of the general education component of the 
baccalaureate degree provides that the graduate should: 
 
1. Be able to communicate effectively in the English language; 
 
2. Possess mathematical skills; 
 
3. Be aware of the great moral, ethical and philosophical questions which have endured 

through the ages; 
 
4. Have some knowledge of the origins of our own culture and the existence of others; 
 
5. Be able to think critically and recognize issues across a broad spectrum of subjects; 
 
6. Understand the complexities of our social, economic and political environment; 
 
7. Have a familiarity with the scientific approach to the biological, psychological and 

physical universe; 
 
8. Appreciate the contributions of literature to our perception of ourselves and our world; 
 
9. Appreciate the aesthetic spirit of mankind through a study of some aspect of the 

performing visual arts. 
 
I.C.2.b  Degrees 
 

A Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Business Administration, Bachelor of Science, and 
Bachelor of Science Nursing are offered at Mesa State in eighteen disciplines.  Several areas of 
concentration are offered within each program.  Three associate degrees are available, an 
Associate of Arts, Associate of Science, and Associate of Applied Science.  In addition, a 
Certificate of Occupational Proficiency is available in a limited number of vocational-technical 
programs.  Finally, Mesa State offers a Master of Business Administration degree.  Following is 
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a complete listing of the various degree programs with concentrations and options currently 
offered by the College: 

 
 
Graduate Programs:  
 
 Master of Business Administration (M. B. A.) 
  Professional or Cooperative Education /Internship Track 
  Thesis/Directed Research Track 
 
 
Baccalaureate Programs: (“B. S.” indicates Bachelor of Science, “B. A.” indicates 
Bachelor of Arts, “B. B. A.” indicates a Bachelor of Business Administration, and “B. S. 
N.” indicates Bachelor of Nursing.) 
 
 Accounting (B. S.) 
  Governmental and Not-for-Profit Accounting 
  Information Technology 
  Managerial Accounting 
  Public Accounting 
 
 Biological Sciences (B. S.) 
  Biology 
  Biology with Teaching (Elementary or Secondary) 
 
 Business Administration (B. B. A.) 
  Administrative Office Management 
  Business/Economics 
  Business Computer Information Systems 
  Finance 
  Human Resource Management 
  Management 
  Marketing 
  Parks and Recreation Management 
  
 Computer Science (B. S.) 
 
 English (B. A.) 
  Literature 

   Writing 
   English with Teaching (Elementary or Secondary) 
   

 Environmental Restoration and Waste Management (B. S.) 
   
 
 
 
 
  Fine and Performing Arts (B. A.) 
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   Art 
   Art Education (K-12) 
   Graphic Art 
   Music  
    Education 
     Instrumental 
     Keyboard 
     Vocal 
    Performance 
     Instrumental 
     Keyboard 
     Vocal 

Music Theater 
    Theater 
     Acting/Directing 
     Design/Technical 
 
  History (B. A.) 
   History with Teaching (Elementary or Secondary) 
 
  Human Performance and Wellness (B. A.) 
   Adapted Physical Education 
   Corporate Fitness 
   Human Performance and Wellness with Teaching (K-12) 
 
  Liberal Arts (B. A.) 
   Liberal Arts with Teaching (Elementary) 
  
  Mass Communications (B. A.) 
   Broadcasting 
   News/Editorial 
   Public Relations 
 
  Mathematics (B. S.) 
   Mathematics with Teaching (Elementary or Secondary) 
   Statistics 
 
  Nursing (B. S. N.) 
 
  Physical Sciences (B. S.) 
   Applied Physics 
   Chemistry 
   Geology 

   Environmental Geology 
    Geology with Teaching (Elementary or Secondary) 
   Physics 
    Physics with Teaching (Elementary or Secondary) 
   
 
 
  Political Science (B. A.) 
   Administration of Justice 
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  Psychology (B. A.) 
   Counseling Psychology 
 
  Social Science (B. A.) 
   Social Science with Teaching (Elementary or Secondary) 
 
  Sociology (B. A.) 
   Anthropology 
   Criminology 
   Human Services 
 
 

Associate Degrees: (“A. A.” indicates Associate of Arts, “A. S.” indicates Associate 
of Science, and “A. A. S.” indicates Associate of Applied Science.) 
 
 Associate of Arts (A. A.) 
  Art 

Business Administration 
   Business Computer Information Systems 
   Early Childhood Education 
   English 
   Humanities 

  Music 
   Office Administration 
   Social Science 
   Theater 
 
  Associate of Science (A. S.) 
   Biology 
   Computer Science 
   Electronic Engineering Technology 
   Engineering 
   Geology 
   Manufacturing Technology 
   Mathematics 
   Physics 
 
  Auto Collision Repair Technology (A. A. S.) 
   
  Communications Technology Cluster (A. A. S)(Program Approval Pending) 
   Graphic Communication 
   Electronics Communication 
   Media 
   Network Technician 
   Central Office Technician 
   Telecommunications Engineer 
 
  Criminal Justice (A. A. S.) 
   
  Culinary Arts (A. A. S.) 
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  Electronics Technology (A. A. S.) 
 
  Environmental Restoration Engineering Technology (A. A. S.) 
 
  Legal Assistant (Certificate of Completion) 
   
  Manufacturing Technology Cluster (A. A. S.) 
   Computer Aided Design Technology 
   Machine Technology 
   Welding 
 
  Office Supervision and Management (A. A.S.) 
   Accounting Technician 
   Administrative Secretary 
   Legal Secretary 
   Medical Secretary 
 
  Radiologic Technology (A. A. S.) 
 
  Travel, Recreation, and Hospitality Management (A. A. S.) 
 
  Transportation Services Cluster (A. A. S.) 
   Automotive Technology 
   Diesel Technology 
 
 
 Certificates of Occupational Proficiency: 
 
  Automotive Collision Repair Technology 
 
  Communication Technology Cluster  (Program Approval Pending) 
   Graphic Illustration 
   Graphic Design 
   Media Technologies 
 
  Culinary Arts 
 
  Electrical Lineworker 
 
  Electronic Technology 
 
  Manufacturing Technology Cluster 
   Computer Drafting Technology 
   Machining and Manufacturing Trades 
   Welding 
  Transportation Services Cluster 
   Automotive Services 
   Diesel Mechanics 
  
 The above listing are those degree concentrations and options currently offered by Mesa 
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State College.  These are subject to change with the approval of The Trustees of the State 
Colleges in Colorado and by CCHE. 
 
I.C.2.c  Organizational Structure 
 

Mesa State’s academic programs are divided into four academic schools - the School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, the School of Professional Studies, the School of Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics, and the School of Applied Technology.  Within each School, 
faculties are assigned to departments based on disciplines.  There are currently thirteen academic 
departments at Mesa State.  A faculty member from within the department serves as department 
chair.  Department chairs report directly to the Deans.  The Deans, in turn, report to the Vice 
President for Academic Affairs. 
 
I.C.3 Calendar 
 

Mesa State operates on a semester basis.  The fall and spring semesters are fifteen weeks 
long, beginning in late August and ending in early May.  Summer semester begins in June and is 
eight weeks long.  Beginning in May 1999, the College will expand its summer term to twelve 
weeks. 
 
I.C.4 Community Programs 
 

The College recently restructured its extended studies-continuing education department.  
Several community education programs will now report to the Director of Community Outreach. 
 The Director coordinates the College’s evening credit and noncredit programs as well as its 
community college programs.  Mesa State plans to expand evening and weekend programs, 
beginning fall 1998. 

In addition to its traditional degree programs, the College is extensively involved in 
business and industry training.  The Center for Executive Development, under the School of 
Professional Studies, has been in operation since 1994.  The Center provides specialized training 
for government, business, and industry in western Colorado.  Training is tailored to middle and 
upper level management.  The Center’s clientele include City Market, WASTREN, Mesa 
County, and the City of Grand Junction.   

Additional work force training is offered through the Center for Industry Training, under 
the School of Applied Technology.  The Center for Industry Training provides placement, pre-
employment assessment, and skill profiling services to business and industry, as well as training 
programs designed to meet specific business and industry requirements.  Programs are primarily 
tailored to meet the training needs of skilled labor and support personnel.   

 
Mesa State supports the U.S. Small Business Administration, Small Business 

Development Center, and the Research Bureau of the Western Colorado Business Development 
Corporation (WCBDC), located in Grand Junction.  The College initially launched both 
development programs and later provided staff, facilities and administrative support to the 
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WCBDC when they assumed operating responsibility.  The College continues to provide 
administrative and resource support for the programs. 

The College is involved in a number of community education and service activities, 
including Elderhostel and Americorp.  Mesa State College provides research services for local 
fruit growers, human service organizations, and government.  The College also works closely 
with the U.S. Forest and Parks Services and the Bureau of Land Management. 
 
I.C.5 Ancillary Programs 
 

The Campbell College Center, located in the center of campus, includes the student and 
staff dining room, a retail food service dining area, game room, student government offices, and 
the bookstore.  

Sodexho Marriott Services, Inc. (Marriott) manages the food service operations on the 
main campus.  Two unlimited meal plans are available for on campus residents.  Students living 
in the residence halls are required to purchase a College meal plan.  Students living in campus 
apartments are not required to purchase a meal plan.  Students living off-campus, faculty, and 
staff can purchase meals either in the dining hall or at one of the retail food outlets, managed by 
Marriott. 

The faculty and students in the Culinary Arts program manage the food service 
operations on the UTEC campus.  The program serves lunch in the UTEC dining room when 
classes are in session.  Catering is also available. 
 
I.C.6 Housing 
 

The College has four residence halls and one student apartment complex on campus.  
Total capacity is 940 students, which is approximately 20% of the student population.  Both 
freshmen and sophomores are required to live on campus, unless they meet specific exemption 
criteria.  All housing facilities are coed.  Married couples, without children, may rent campus 
apartments.  

Mesa State’s residence halls and apartments are well maintained, with modern 
furnishings and amenities.  The newest facility, Monument Hall, has computer access to the 
campus network available in every room.  Voice mail systems and cable television are available 
in all housing facilities.  Computer laboratories were added to the older residence halls during 
summer 1998.  Occupancy has averaged 92% for the fall and spring semesters for the last five 
years. 
 
 
 
 
I.C.7 Student Services 
 

Mesa State College provides a variety of student services.  These services furnish 
students with quality opportunities to increase skills and competencies in academic and 
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vocational areas as well as in areas related to developing and improving self-understanding, 
interpersonal relations, realistic decision-making, value clarification abilities, and the 
establishment of life goals.  A listing and brief description of the various specific programs 
follows: 

 
 
Orientation – New students at Mesa State College may participate in one of the College 
orientation programs offered at the beginning of fall and spring semesters. The program 
is designed to introduce new students to the campus, fellow classmates, and the 
College’s programs and facilities. 
 
Academic Advising and Career Planning Office – This office assists new students 
with planning and course registration.    It offers career information resources, 
workshops, and testing to help students identify interests in their relation to the world of 
work.  The intent is to help a student identify the correct major early in the college 
experience or to assist an undecided student in choosing a major.        

 
Faculty Advisers – Faculty advisers provide students with program sheets which detail 
the various requirements of the degree or certificate program in which the students are 
enrolled.  Students work closely with their advisers throughout enrollment at Mesa State 
College, updating program sheets each semester, and completing the process of obtaining 
degrees.  

 
Non-Traditional Students  -  Potential Mesa State College students who do not fit the 
traditional college student mode – those who have been away from school three or more 
years, or are older than the “typical” college student, or are employed full or part time, or 
are married, or a single parent, or who have other non-typical life circumstances – can 
access a program known as ENCORE.   The ENCORE program provides non-traditional 
students a one-stop center for coordinating all the necessary steps to enroll at Mesa State 
College, including advising, financial aid, and course registration. 

 
John U. Tomlinson Library – The John U. Tomlinson Library supports the educational 
mission of the College by providing a diverse collection of materials for use by the 
students and faculty.  The library collection contains over 200,000 volumes which 
includes books, periodicals, non-print materials, maps, newspapers audio and video 
cassettes, slides, records, CD ROM disks, films, software, and other items. 
 
 
 
Academic Services – The Academic Services Department houses a variety of programs 
that are designed to assist students in their academic endeavors.  Included are: 
 

Peer Tutoring Program  - students helping other students with particular 
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course work.  
College Success Strategies  - a course to prepare students for college 

work. 
 Testing and Assessment – examinations required for admission to 
graduate and professional schools, examinations for proficiency and certification 
in nursing and teaching, credit by examination program, and assessment of 
academic skills in English, mathematics, and writing. 

Academic Improvement Series  –  a series of study skills workshops.
 Educational Access Services  - support for students with documented 
physical or learning disabilities. 

 
 Writing Center – This service provides one-on-one assistance with writing skills. 
 

Little Mavericks Learning Center/Toddler Tech – This program provides day care for 
children of Mesa State College students and staff on a limited basis. 

 
Student Activities – To broaden students’ educational experience and to enrich the 
campus environment, the College offers a wide variety of student activities.  Over fifty 
student organizations are available at the College covering a wide range of interests and 
support. 
 
Intramural-Recreation Services – The intramural sports program at the College offers 
students a variety of organized activities ranging from competitive and non-competitive 
team and individual sports to group and individual fitness activities. 
 
The College Center – Located in the main artery of the campus, the W. W. Campbell 
College Center serves as a meeting place for students, faculty, and staff members.  The 
College Center houses the bookstore, art gallery, outdoor program, student government 
offices, Gold Card office, radio station, school paper, game room, snack bar, information 
desk dining hall, student lounges, and meeting rooms.  The Dean of Student Services is 
located in the College Center, serving as consultant and advocate for students on campus 
policy and procedures as well as providing referrals for personal counseling, health 
services, and assistance in job placement. 
 
Student Health Center – This center provides a source of basic medical assistance for 
students who are away from home. 
 
Gold Card Student I. D. – The Mesa State College Gold Card acts as a key to college, 
vending, and communication services.  The identification card provides electronic access 
to a wide range of  services and activities. 

 
I.C.8 Automobile Use and Storage 
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The College requires students, faculty, and staff to purchase a permit in order to park on 
campus.  Parking is restricted from 7:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. weekdays.  A limited number of 
reserved parking spaces are available for an annual fee of $200.00.  The majority of parking 
spaces are unreserved, but require a permit that can be purchased for an annual fee of $30.00 for 
students and $50.00 for faculty and staff.  Two lots are metered and allow hourly parking.  
Covered parking is not available. 
 
I.C.9 Athletics 
 
 Mesa State participates at the Division II level of the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association, in the Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference.  There are four men’s athletic teams, 
football, basketball, baseball, and tennis, and seven women’s athletic teams, basketball, 
volleyball, softball, tennis, cross country, golf, and soccer. 

The College does not have dedicated facilities for intercollegiate athletics.  Football and 
baseball fields are located in a city park, close to the main campus.  These facilities are owned 
and operated by the City of Grand Junction.  The College pays a prorated share of the 
maintenance and operating costs for the use of the fields. 

Athletic teams, intramural teams, and human performance and wellness classes use a 10-
acre practice field on the main campus.  Intercollegiate athletics also shares the equipment and 
facilities located in Saunders Fieldhouse with academic and recreational programs. 
    

_____________________________
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I.D. ENROLLMENT SIZE AND DISTRIBUTION DATA 
 
I.D.1 Basic Enrollment 
 

In the spring of 1997, Mesa State began a strategic planning process designed to refine 
the College’s mission and provide a framework for specific future goals.  The resulting 
previously referenced document, “Mesa State College: A Shared Vision…”, includes the 
following overview: 

 
“This is a particularly crucial time for planning at Mesa State College.  The 

evolution of the College has always required progressive change as the institution’s role, 
needs of students, the expectations of society, and the context and boundaries of 
intellectual and professional disciplines have changed.  Nationally, higher education 
faces a number of important trends:  what appears to be a permanent shift toward 
constrained resources; a concern about economic revitalization; changing 
demographics and a steady increase in the number of people requiring job retraining; a 
growing public perception that many college students do not have the skills necessary 
for success in our increasingly complex world.  And, like every institution in America, 
colleges are facing increased scrutiny and more stringent standards of accountability.  
All these issues affect Colorado and its higher education systems.  Additionally, with 
Tabor constraints, it is possible that in the future Mesa State College will need to 
provide more services with fewer dollars available per student.”  (See “Mesa State 
College: A Shared Vision…”, page 1 found in Appendix “A”.) 

 
 Mesa State must manage enrollment growth in a manner that will ensure academic 
quality and the successful accomplishment of its threefold statutory mission as a two-year, 
general baccalaureate, and specialized graduate institution.  The College recognizes that rapid 
change in the work force of the future, coupled with continuing resource constraints, will 
demand greater flexibility and creativity in instructional programs and program delivery. 
 The analysis of Mesa State College’s recent historical enrollment patterns provides 
relevant information for enrollment management.  The five-year period from fall 1992 through 
fall 1997 was examined to highlight recent changes in Mesa State’s enrollment.  It was a period 
of continued growth for the College, with headcount enrollment increasing from 4,295 students 
to 4,713 students.  Student FTE grew at a faster rate than headcount, reflecting the significant 
growth in the number of full-time students.  The number of part-time students declined, as did 
the number of students over age 24.  A graph of Mesa State College student enrollment, over the 
past five years can be found at the top of the next page. 

Growth occurred in two segments of Mesa State’s student population.  First, the number 
of first-time freshmen grew from 901 in 1992 to 1031 in 1997.  This growth, however, was not 
linear.  The number of first-time freshmen actually declined from 1993 to 1996.  This was also a 
period of rental housing shortages in Mesa County.  The College contributes much of the  
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decline in the number of first-time freshmen to the lack of affordable rental housing in the 
valley.  Upper division students were forced to remain in campus housing, therefore reducing the 
availability of on campus housing for new freshmen.  Mesa State completed a new residence hall 
during the summer of 1997 and immediately saw an increase in the number of new freshmen fall 
1997. 

The second segment of the student population that grew from 1992 to 1997 was the 
continuing student population.  Growth in this segment of the population was fairly consistent 
throughout the period.  The number of high school students, concurrently enrolled, also 
increased, in fact, doubled.  This segment, though, represents less than 1% of the total student 
headcount.   

Finally, the College experienced a significant drop in the number of transfer students.  
This decline was in keeping with the enrollment declines experienced by the community colleges 
in the State.  A more complete presentation of changes in headcount enrollment is included in 
Appendix “C” in Volume II of this document.  A graph of Mesa State College enrollment by 
student classification over the last five years can be found at the top of the next page. 
 Another significant change in Mesa State’s enrollment, from 1992 to 1997, was the 
growth in the number of students seeking baccalaureate degrees versus those enrolled in 
certificate and associate programs.  In 1992, 62% of Mesa State’s student headcount were 
enrolled in baccalaureate programs and 38% in certificate and associate programs.  By 1997, the 
number of students enrolled in baccalaureate programs had grown to 76% of total headcount. 
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There was little change in the percentage of resident students and nonresident students, 
during the period.  That mix remained fairly constant at 91% resident and 9% nonresident.  The 
majority of nonresident students came from the surrounding western states of Wyoming, Utah, 
Nevada, and New Mexico.   

While resident students continue to be predominately from Grand Junction, there was an 
11% increase in the number of first-time freshmen from outside Mesa State’s community college 
service area.  A map of the State of Colorado is presented on the next page showing county 
origins of first time freshmen.  Of significance is the large numbers of students coming to Mesa 
State College from eastern slope counties.  While 266 students came from Mesa County, 65 
came from other counties within the Community College Service area, and 215 from Larimer, 
Weld, Boulder, Adams, Denver, Arapahoe, Jefferson, Douglas, and El Paso Counties. Over half 
of Mesa State College’s first time freshmen now come from outside Mesa County.  Most of 
these come from the eastern slope. (See also Appendix “C”, Volume II of this document contains 
charts showing the state of origin of nonresident students and the origin of first-time freshmen.)   
 Finally, Mesa State’s minority student enrollment grew 48% from 1992 through 1997.  
The largest growth was in the black student population which more than doubled over the five-
year period.  (See Appendix “C”, Volume II.)  The percentage of female students and male 
students remained about the same.  Fifty-six percent of Mesa State’s students were female and 
43% were male. 
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 A snapshot of Mesa State’s fall 1997 enrollment is shown in Table 5 below. 
 
    

Table 5 
MESA STATE COLLEGE ENROLLMENT 
FALL 1997 

No. 
Students

 
% of Total

Total Headcount 4,713 100%

Colorado Resident 4,270 91%

Nonresident 443 9%

Full-time 3,830 81%

Part-time 883 19%

Age 24 or Younger 3,135 67%

Age 25 or Older 1,560 33%

Program: 
  Certificate 74 2%

  Associate 1,017 22%

  Baccalaureate 3,604 76%

  Graduate 18 0%

 
 
 
 

The assumptions used during the planning process to project enrollment over the next ten 
years follow: 
 
♦ National and state enrollment projections indicate that the number of high school 

graduates will continue to grow through the first decade of the next century.13  The 
growth rate will range from 2.3% per year to 5.9% per year through the remainder of 
this decade and slow to an average rate of less than 1.5% for the first decade of the 
next century.14 

 
♦ Mesa State will continue to draw the majority of its students from its community 

college service area, while continuing to improve the diversity of its student 
                                                 
13 Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education and The College Board, Knocking at the College Door: 
 Projections of High School Graduates by State and Race/Ethnicity 1996-2012, Boulder, Colorado, 1998, pp. 7-
16. 
14 Colorado Commission on Higher Education, Agenda Item IV, B, Enrollment Projection Methodology, June 6, 
1997, p 71. 
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population by increasing the numbers of students enrolling as first-time freshmen 
from outside this area and state. 

 
♦ The number of high school graduates in Mesa State’s service area will continue 

to grow through the year 2003 at an average rate of 1.3% per year.  Growth will then 
slow to an average rate of 1.0% through 2008.     

 
♦ The College’s plans to introduce three to four new technical and vocational 

programs over the next five years will substantially increase enrollment at the 
associate degree level.  A culinary arts program and a telecommunication technology 
program will be introduced fall 1998 and have already received tremendous industry 
support and student interest.  In addition, communications technology and health 
occupations programs are also under consideration.  The College believes these 
programs, which meet work force needs in the region and State, will attract students 
in the service area that are not currently entering college. 

 
♦ Mesa State began expanding academic programs offered in the evening, both in 

Grand Junction and Montrose, starting in the fall semester, 1998. 
  
♦ Mesa State College is expanding its transfer agreements with other Colorado 

Colleges beyond the already established general education programs.  Specific 
disciplines, programmatic interests, and their requirements are being targeted.  

 
With the above information as background, the prime planning document “Mesa State 

College – A Shared Vision…” states that the overall goal for growth is 2 ½% per year.  (See page 
4 of that document, Appendix “A”.)  Also stated are the following actions that the College will 
take to support this growth: 

 
“1. Continue to aggressively recruit and attract students of promise who are qualified 

by talent and motivation. 
2. Increase access to the College through evening, weekend, and flexible programs 

and courses that meet the needs of a variety of students. 
3. Increase instructional access with regionally-focused technology for distance 

learning and academic support services. 
4. Increase the number of articulation agreements with regional two-year colleges. 
5. Increase the overall student retention rate by 10% by the end of the year 2001. 
6. Increase minority students by 5%, international students by 5%, and out-of-state 

students by 5% by the year 2000.” 
 

Given all of these factors and goals, the growth anticipated by Mesa State College over the next 
five years is presented in graph form on the next page. 
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 From the fall semester of 1997 with 4713 headcount, a 2 ½% growth rate adds 619 
students over the next 5 years to 5332.  It is anticipated that the ratio of FTE to Headcount will 
remain at its historical level or slightly increase.    

Using the 1997 mix of students presented in graph form earlier in this document as a 
basis (See graph titled “Mesa State College Student Enrollment by Classification” on page 31), 
the bar chart on the next page presents the various areas where this growth is expected.  This 
chart is consistent with the 2 ½ % growth per year currently anticipated. 

The major portion of growth is in the continuing student category.  This currently makes 
up 68% of the enrollment.  As the result of a major retention study in 1995, admissions and 
advising programs are being revised and enhanced, assuring a larger continuing student 
population.  The graph shows a cumulative 2% per year increase equaling the desired 10% in 
2002 

Little growth is expected from Mesa County.  For about half of the first-time freshman 
class, a growth rate of 1.3% matching the high school graduation rate is expected.  (This equals 
an increase of about 7 students per year.)   For the other half of this group from the other 
counties in Colorado, a very conservative 2.5% rate is expected.  (This equals an increase of 
between 13 and 14 students per year.)  Increased transfer students are also expected but at a 
relatively slow rate.  (Over the 5 year period, this category should increase from 4 to 24 
students.) 

Large increases are also expected as the result of new programs.  Additional programs at 
UTEC, the main campus, night and weekend classes, and the development of graduate programs 
are expected to add 221 students by the year 2002.  Overall, the addition of  619 headcount by 
the year 2002 is deemed a conservative and reachable goal. 

 
 
 
 

4000
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MESA STATE
COLLEGE, 5 YEAR
HEADCOUNT
GROWTH
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1997

Fall, 
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Notes:   The above chart displays anticipated HEADCOUNT growth. 
 New Programs include additional night and weekend classes. 

____________________________________ 
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I.D.2 Enrollment Distribution by Organizational Unit 
 
 Information on the following tables is based on maximum term statistics and projections. 
 (All semesters of the current academic year are presented for defining the maximum term.)  The 
most detailed analysis of enrollment data – Tables B2-c, FTE Enrollment by Organizational Unit 
– can be found in Appendix D in Volume II.   Three different B2-c Tables are found there: 
 

1. Enrollment data for the fall semester, 1997, organized by School. (The fall 
semester is the “maximum term” to be used for enrollment analysis.)  

2. Projected enrollment data for Phase I organized by School.  Phase I is defined as 
five years from the base year.  In this case, fall, 2002, is analyzed. 

3. Projected enrollment data for Phase II organized by School.  Phase II is defined 
as ten years from the base year.  In this case, fall, 2007, is analyzed. 

 
It should be noted that the various categories of enrollment data presented in those tables (B2-c, 
Appendix D) are arranged by course category rather than by degree category.   The data was 
taken from the College working class capacity reports.  These tables are summarized on the next 
three pages.  Table B2-a summarizing both FTE and Headcount can be found on page 41. 
 As can be seen, the fall, 1997, total of 4029 FTE is expected to grow over the next five 
years at a rate of 2 ½% per year yielding 4553 FTE.   The rate is then expected to decrease to 1% 
per year for the subsequent five years yielding a total of 4786 FTE.  Essentially, over the next 
ten year period, the Mesa State College should plan on a maximum enrollment growth for the 
maximum term to 4800 FTE. 
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FTE ENROLLMENT BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT – SUMMARY 
 

Phase 1  
Fall 2002 

 
Phase 2 
Fall 2007 

 
Organizational  

Unit 

 
Current  

Fall 1997 
 
Total FTE 

 
% Increase 

 
Total 
FTE 

 
% Increase 

 
Accounting 

 
86 

 
94 

 
9.30 

 
98 

 
13.95 

 
Business Administration 

 
84 

 
98 

 
16.67 

 
103 

 
22.62 

 
Computer Info. Systems 

 
71 

 
76 

 
7.04 

 
81 

 
14.08 

 
Economics 

 
59 

 
0 

 
Del 

 
0 

 
Del 

 
Early Childhood Ed. 

 
13 

 
14 

 
7.69 

 
15 

 
15.38 

 
Education 

 
98 

 
109 

 
11.22 

 
113 

 
15.31 

 
Finance 

 
26 

 
30 

 
15.38 

 
32 

 
23.08 

 
Parks & Recreation 

 
5 

 
0 

 
-100.00 

 
0 

 
-100.00 

 
Office Administration 

 
30 

 
32 

 
6.67 

 
34 

 
13.33 

 
Management 

 
130 

 
152 

 
16.92 

 
160 

 
23.08 

 
Marketing 

 
43 

 
50 

 
16.28 

 
52 

 
20.93 

 
Nursing 

 
66 

 
96 

 
45.45 

 
109 

 
65.15 

 
Physical Education 
Activity 

 
106 

 
120 

 
13.21 

 
123 

 
16.03 

 
Physical Education 
Academic 

 
146 

 
165 

 
13.01 

 
172 

 
17.81 

 
Radiologic Technology 

 
21 

 
43 

 
104.76 

 
46 

 
119.05 

 
Travel, Rec., and Hospl. 
Mgt. 

 
10 

 
12 

 
20.00 

 
13 

 
30.00 

 
TOTAL School of 
Professional Studies 

 
 

995 

 
 

1091 

 
 

9.65 

 
 

1151 

 
 

15.58 
 
Administration of Justice 

 
9 

 
12 

 
33.33 

 
12 

 
33.33 

 
Anthropology 

 
48 

 
53 

 
10.42 

 
54 

 
12.50 

 
Art 

 
95 

 
110 

 
15.79 

 
114 

 
20.00 

 
Dance 

 
13 

 
14 

 
7.69 

 
15 

 
15.38 

 
English 

 
456 

 
518 

 
13.60 

 
535 

 
17.32 

 
Fine Arts 

 
13 

 
26 

 
100.00 

 
27 

 
107.69 

 
Foreign Language French 

 
10 

 
11 

 
10.00 

 
12 

 
20.00 

 
Foreign Language 
German 

 
7 

 
8 

 
14.29 

 
9 

 
28.57 

 
Foreign Language 
Ancient Greek 

 
4 

 
5 

 
25.00 

 
5 

 
25.00 

 
Foreign Language 

 
97 

 
104 

 
7.21 

 
117 

 
20.62 
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Spanish 
 
Geography 

 
27 

 
30 

 
11.11 

 
31 

 
14.81 

 
Graphic Arts 

 
16 

 
20 

 
25.00 

 
24 

 
50.00 

 
History 

 
169 

 
194 

 
14.79 

 
198 

 
17.16 

 
Human Services 

 
7 

 
0 

 
Del 

 
0 

 
Del 

 
Humanities 

 
0 

 
2 

 
NEW 

 
3 

 
NEW 

 
Mass Communications 

 
67 

 
79 

 
17.91 

 
83 

 
23.88 

 
Music Academic 

 
67 

 
69 

 
2.99 

 
72 

 
7.46 

 
Music Applied Lessons 

 
0 

 
5 

 
NEW 

 
6 

 
NEW 

 
Music Performance 

 
15 

 
17 

 
13.33 

 
18 

 
20.00 

 
Philosophy 

 
15 

 
16 

 
6.67 

 
17 

 
13.33 

 
Political Science 

 
51 

 
51 

 
0.00 

 
53 

 
3.92 

 
Psychological Counsel. & 
Guidance. 

 
19 

 
19 

 
0.00 

 
19 

 
0.00 

 
Psychology 

 
253 

 
253 

 
0.00 

 
253 

 
0.00 

 
Social Sciences 

 
7 

 
9 

 
28.57 

 
10 

 
42.86 

 
Sociology 

 
113 

 
120 

 
6.19 

 
123 

 
8.85 

 
Speech 

 
65 

 
71 

 
9.23 

 
74 

 
13.85 

 
Theatre 

 
52 

 
49 

 
-5.77 

 
51 

 
-1.92 

 
TOTAL School of 
Humanities & Social 
Sciences 

 
 
 

1683 

 
 
 

1865 

 
 
 

10.81 

 
 
 

1935 

 
 
 

14.97 
 
Biology 

 
306 

 
351 

 
14.71 

 
377 

 
23.20 

 
Chemistry 

 
89 

 
101 

 
13.48 

 
106 

 
19.10 

 
Computer Science 

 
80 

 
87 

 
8.75 

 
90 

 
12.50 

 
Engineering 

 
9 

 
12 

 
33.33 

 
13 

 
44.44 

 
Environmental 
Restoration 

 
45 

 
53 

 
17.78 

 
56 

 
24.44 

 
Geology 

 
124 

 
148 

 
19.35 

 
157 

 
26.61 

 
Mathematics 

 
395 

 
431 

 
9.11 

 
460 

 
16.46 

 
Physics 

 
52 

 
67 

 
28.85 

 
70 

 
34.62 

 
Statistics 

 
49 

 
55 

 
12.24 

 
57 

 
16.33 

 
TOTAL School of 
Natural Sciences & 
Mathematics 

 
1148 

 
1305 

 
13.68 

 
1386 

 
20.73 

 
Auto Collision Repair 

 
26 

 
0 

 
Del 

 
0 

 
Del 

 
Computer Aided Drafting 

 
16 

 
29 

 
81.25 

 
31 

 
93.75 
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Culinary Arts 

 
0 

 
20 

 
NEW 

 
22 

 
NEW 

 
Communications 
Technology 

 
0 

 
21 

 
NEW 

 
25 

 
NEW 

 
Electronics Technology 

 
24 

 
31 

 
29.17 

 
33 

 
37.50 

 
Electric Lineman 

 
19 

 
22 

 
15.79 

 
23 

 
21.05 

 
Graphic Technology 

 
0 

 
19 

 
NEW 

 
21 

 
NEW 

 
Health Sciences 

 
0 

 
10 

 
NEW 

 
12 

 
NEW 

 
Machining Technology 

 
21 

 
20 

 
-4.76 

 
20 

 
-4.76 

 
Telecommunications 
Engineering 

 
0 

 
17 

 
NEW 

 
19 

 
NEW 

 
Transportation Services 
Cluster – Automotive 

 
2 

 
2 

 
0.00 

 
3 

 
50.00 

 
Transportation Services 
Cluster – Core 

 
9 

 
9 

 
0.00 

 
10 

 
11.11 

 
Transportation Services 
Cluster – Diesel 

 
3 

 
3 

 
0.00 

 
3 

 
0.00 

 
Transportation Services 
Cluster – General 

 
10 

 
10 

 
0.00 

 
11 

 
10.00 

 
UTEC 

 
18 

 
18 

 
0.00 

 
19 

 
5.56 

 
Welding 

 
15 

 
19 

 
26.67 

 
20 

 
33.33 

 
TOTAL School of 
Applied Technology 

 
 

163 

 
 

250 

 
 

53.37 

 
 

272 

 
66.87 

 
Developmental Courses 

 
39 

 
37 

 
-5.13 

 
37 

 
-5.13 

 
National Student 
Exchange 

 
2 

 
3 

 
50.00 

 
3 

 
50.00 

 
Supplemental Courses 

 
0 

 
2 

 
NEW 

 
2 

 
NEW 

 
TOTAL Miscellaneous 
Courses 

 
40 

 
42 

 
5.00 

 
42 

 
5.00 

 
TOTAL ALL 

 
4029 

 
4553 

 
13.01 

 
4786 

 
18.99 

 
Notes:   Zeros (0) in the “Total FTE” columns (columns 4 and 6) indicate discontinued programs. 

Zeros (0) in the “Current Fall 1997” Column (column 2) indicate new programs.  The Music Applied 
Lessons program identified as new indicates a transfer of existing programs from community to 
resident instruction status. 
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Table B2-a  ENROLLMENT SUMMARY 
Maximum Term  Enrollment 
Category 

Present 
Year 1997 – 1998 

Phase I 
Year 2002 – 2003 

Phase 2 
Year 2007– 2008 

Headcount  
  

   Non-Credit  0 0 0
   Undergraduate 4677 5290 5561
   Graduate Not Requiring 18 22 24

 Research Space 
   Graduate Requiring 0 0 0

 Research Space 
  

Total Head Count 4695 5312 5585

Full-Time Equivalent: 
  

Day:  
   Total  3822 4264 4477
   Non-Credit  0 0 0
   Lower Division 2884 3231 3393
   Upper Division 938 1033 1084
   Beginning Graduate 0 0 0
   Advanced Graduate 0 0 0

  
Evening:  
   Total  207 289 309
   Non-Credit  0 0 0
   Lower Division 171 238 256
   Upper Division 30 44 46
   Beginning Graduate 6 7 7
   Advanced Graduate 0 0 0

  
Total Full-Time Equivalent 4029 4553 4786

 
 
Table B2-b – Headcount Enrollment by Organizational Unit and Geographic Origin – is 
found at the top of the next page. 
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Table 2-b  HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENT BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 
 AND GEOGRAPHIC ORIGIN 

 Present Phase 1  Phase 2 Organizational 
Unit In-State Out-of 

State 
Total In-State Out-of 

State 
Total In-State Out-of 

State 
Total 

Associate 
&  

 1032 60 1092 1167 69 1236 1227 71 1298

    Certificates     
      

Baccalaureate 3205 380 3585 3625 431 4056 3811 452 4263
      

Master's  18 0 18 22 0 22 24 0 24
      

Totals  4255 440 4695 4814 500 5314 5062 523 5585

 
Notes:  Associate & Certificate program statistics include those for both the Main Campus and the UTEC 
campus. 
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I.D.3 Enrollment Distribution by Local Residence 
 
 Current (1997 – 1998 academic year) and projected enrollment information by local 
residence is presented on the following Table B2-d.  This table has been modified from that 
requested by CCHE because MSC does not maintain marital status information on all its 
students.  Because some students take both night and day classes, a breakdown between specific 
day and night students is also not possible.    
 It should be noted that Phase 1 and 2 housing statistics are the same as those for the 
present.  College housing is essentially at capacity.  Without additional facilities – residence 
halls, apartments, etc. – the numbers shown for college housing will remain about constant. 
 

Table B2-d  HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENT  
DISTRIBUTION BY LOCAL RESIDENCE 

Maximum Term  
Enrollment Category 

Present  Phase 1 Phase 2 

Headcount Distribution  
   Men:  2097 2373 2495 
      College Housing  465 465 465 
      Commuting  1632 1908 2030 

    
   Women:  2598 2939 3090 
      College Housing  452 452 452 
      Commuting  2146 2487 2638 

    
Total Head Count  4695 5312 5585 

 
 

_____________________________________ 
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I.E FACULTY AND STAFF SIZE AND DISTRIBUTION DATA: 
 
I.E.1 By Functional Area: 
 

The current and projected size of the faculty and staff serving Mesa State College is 
summarized on Table B2-e, Faculty and Staff by Functional Area, found on the next page.   

Regarding the information presented on this table, most faculty and staff work during the 
day.  Some faculty teach classes both day and night.  Only a few custodial staff work only at 
night.   Because of these conditions, all faculty and staff numbers and projections are shown in 
the “Total” column without distinguishing between “Day” and “Night”.  
 
I.E.2 By Organizational Unit: 
 

The distribution of faculty among the various MSC organizational units is described in 
Table B2-f, Instructional Faculty Projections (FTE), found on page 46 of this document. 
Information for the “Present Year”, fall semester, 1997, was taken from the MSC Staffing 
Pattern dated 10/24/97.  Projection percentages are generally the same as those found on the 
table titled “FTE Enrollment by Organizational Unit – Summary”, found on previous page 38. It 
should be noted that some faculty teach in multiple areas.   For example, some mathematics 
faculty will also teach statistics. 
 
 

_________________________________ 
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TABLE B2-e    FACULTY AND STAFF BY FUNCTIONAL AREA 
 

Present Year 1997 Phase 1 Year 2002 Phase 2 Year 2007  

Staff Category Total Day Eve. Total Day Eve. Total Day Eve. 
RESIDENT INSTRUCTION          
   Faculty and  Academic Administration          
      Headcount 287 - - 328 - - 348 - - 
      Full-Time Equivalent 207.7 - - 237.5 - - 251.8 - - 
   Non-Student Support Personnel (HC) 13 - - 15 - - 16 - - 
          
RESEARCH          
   Faculty and  Academic Administration          
      Headcount 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 
      Full-Time Equivalent 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 
   Non-Student Support Personnel (HC) 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 
          
ORGANIZED ACTIVITIES RELATED 
TO INSTRUCTION 

         

      Professional Personnel (HC) 7 - - 8 - - 9 - - 
      Non-Student Support Personnel (HC) 5 - - 6 - - 7 - - 
          
LIBRARY          
      Professional Personnel (HC) 8 - - 10 - - 10 - - 
      Non-Student Support Personnel (HC) 6 - - 7 - - 8 - - 
          
EXTENSION AND PUBLIC SERVICE          
      Professional Personnel (HC) 3 - - 4 - - 4 - - 
      Non-Student Support Personnel (HC) 2 - - 3 - - 3 - - 
          
ADMINISTRATION AND GENERAL          
      Professional Personnel (HC) 43 - - 50 - - 53 - - 
      Non-Student Support Personnel (HC) 35 - - 41 - - 43 - - 
          
PHYSICAL PLANT OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE 

         

      Professional Personnel (HC) 6 - - 7 - - 8 - - 
      Non-Student Support Personnel (HC) 42 - - 48 - - 51 - - 
          
AUXILIARY ENTERPRISES          
      Professional Personnel (HC) 14 - - 16 - - 17 - - 
      Non-Student Support Personnel (HC) 27 - - 31 - - 33 - - 
          
NON-INSTITUTIONAL AGENCIES (HC) 
 

7 - - 8 - - 9 - - 
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TABLE B2-f    INSTRUCTIONAL FACULTY PROJECTIONS (FTE) 
 

Present Year 1997 Phase I Year 2002 Phase 2 Year 2007  
Organizational 
Unit and Level 

FTE 
Students 

Student / 
Faculty 
Ratio 

FTE 
Faculty 

FTE 
Students 

Student / 
Faculty 
Ratio 

FTE 
Faculty 

FTE 
Students 

Student / 
Faculty 
Ratio 

FTE 
Faculty 

A B C D = B/C E F G = E/F H I J = H./I 

Accounting 
 

86 17.2 5 
 

94 17.2 5.4651  
98 17.2 5.6977 

Business 
Admin. 

 
84  23.3885 3.5915 

 
98  23.3885 4.1901  

103  23.3885 4.4039 

Computer Info. 
Systems 

 
71 34.3543 2.0667 

 
76 34.3543 2.2122  

81 34.3543 2.35778 

Economics 
 

59 49.1667 1.2 
 

0 0 0  
0 0 0 

Early 
Childhood 
Education 

 
13 4.2858 3.0333 

 
14 4.2858 3.2666  

15 4.2858 3.5000 

Education 
 

98 14.3417 6.8332 
 

109 14.3417 7.6002  
113 14.3417 7.8791 

Finance 
 

26 23.3876 1.1117 
 

30 23.3876 1.2827  
32 4.2858 1.3682 

Parks & 
Recreation 

 
5 5 1 

 
0  0  

0  0 

Office 
Administration 

 
30 15.5175 1.9333 

 
32 15.5175 2.06212  

34 15.5175 2.1911 

Management 
 

130 23.3884 5.5583 
 

152 23.3884 6.4989  
160 23.3884 6.8410 

Marketing 
 

43 23.3886 1.8385 
 

50 23.3886 2.1378  
52 23.3886 2.2233 

Nursing 
 

66 5.7895 11.4 
 

96 5.7895 16.5812  
109 5.7895 18.8273 

Physical 
Education 
Activity 

 
106 25.0331 4.2344 

 
120 25.0331 4.7937 123 25.0331 4.9135 

Physical 
Education 
Academic 

 
146 25.0331 5.8323 

 
165 25.0331 6.5913  

172 25.0331 6.8709 

Radiologic 
Technology 

 
21 7.9748 2.6333 

 
43 7.9748 5.3920  

46 7.9748 5.7682 

Travel, Rec., & 
Hospl. Mgt. 

 
10 3.2258 3.1 

 
12 3.2258 3.72  

13 3.2258 4.03 

TOTAL 
School of 
Professional 
Studies 

 
995 16.4827 60.3665 

 
1091 15.1961 71.7947 

 
1151 14.9730 76.8719 

Administration 
of Justice 

 
9 8.1818 1.1 

 
12 8.1818 1.4667  

12 8.1818 1.4667 

Anthropology 
 

48 24 2 
 

53 24 2.2083  
54 24 2.25 

Art 
 

95 17.8123 5.3334 
 

110 17.8123 6.1755  
114 17.8123 6.4001 

Dance 
 

13 6.5 2 
 

14 6.5 2.1538  
15 6.5 2.3077 

English 
 

456 23.5052 19.4 
 

518 23.5052 22.0377  
535 23.5052 22.761 
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Fine Arts 
 

13 13 1 
 

26 13 2  
27 13 2.0769 

Foreign 
Language 
French 

 
10 25.1067 .3983 

 
11 25.1067 0.4381 

 

 
12 25.1067 0.47796 

Foreign 
Language 
German  

 
7 25.1076 .2788 

 
8 25.1076 0.3186  

9 25.1076 0.3585 

Foreign 
Language 
Greek 

 
4 25.1099 .1593 

 
5 25.1099 0.1991  

5 25.1099 0.1991 

Foreign 
Language 
Spanish 

 
97 25.1061 3.8636 

 
104 25.1061 4.1424  

117 25.1061 4.6602 

Geography 
 

27 67.50 .4 
 

30 67.50 0.4444  
31 67.50 0.4593 

Graphic Arts 
 

16 16 1 
 

20 16 1.25  
24 16 1.5 

History 
 

169 32.50 5.2 
 

194 32.50 5.9692  
198 32.50 6.0923 

Humanities & 
Human 
Services 

 
7 2.1875 3.2 

 
2 2.1875 0.9143  

3 2.1875 1.3714 

Mass 
Communication 

 
67 33.5 2 

 
79 33.5 2.358209  

83 33.5 2.4776 

Music 
Academic 

 
67 11.6886 5.7321 

 
69 11.6886 5.9032  

72 11.6886 6.1599 

Music Applied 
Lessons 

 
0 0 0 

 
5 15 0.3333  

6 15 0.4 

Music 
Performance 

 
15 11.6886 1.2833 

 
17 11.6886 1.4544  

18 11.6886 1.5400 

Philosophy 
 

15 18.75 .8 
 

16 18.75 0.8533  
17 18.75 0.9067 

Political 
Science 

 
51 18.21 2.8 

 
51 18.21 2.8  

53 18.21 2.9098 

Psychological 
Counsel. & 
Guidance 

 
19 38.8548 .4890 

 
19 38.8548 0.489  

19 38.8548 0.489 

Psychology 
 

253 38.8573 6.5110 
 

253 38.8573 6.511  
253 38.8573 6.511 

Social Sciences 
 

7 120.0686 .0583 
 

9 120.068
6 

0.0750  
10 120.068

6 
0.0833 

Sociology 
 

113 119.9958 .9417 
 

120 119.995
8 

1.0000  
123 119.995

8 
1.0250 

Speech 
 

65 26 2.5 
 

71 26 2.730769  
74 26 2.8462 

Theatre 
 

52 10.8333 4.8 
 

49 10.8333 4.5231  
51 10.8333 4.7077 

TOTAL 
School of 
Humanities & 
Social Sciences 

 
1683 22.9765 73.2488 

 
1865 23.6827 78.7496 

 
1935 23.4724 82.4372 

Biology 
 

306 23.7209 12.9 
 

351 23.7209 14.7971  
377 23.7209 15.8931 

Chemistry 
 

89 18.5417 4.8 
 

101 18.5417 5.4472  
106 18.5417 5.7169 

Computer 
Science 

 
80 16 5 

 
87 16 5.4375  

90 16 5.625 

Engineering 
 

9 3 3 
 

12 3 4  
13 3 4.3333 

Environmental 
Restoration 

 
45 14.3619 3.1333 

 
53 14.3619 3.6903  

56 14.3619 3.8992 

Geology 
 

23.6944 5.2333 
 

23.6944 6.2462  
23.6944 6.6260 
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124 148 157 

Mathematics 
 

395 18.8095 21 
 

431 18.8095 22.9139  
460 18.8095 24.4557 

Physics 
 

52 12.4799 4.1667 
 

67 12.4799 5.3686  
70 12.4799 5.60909 

Statistics 
 

49 49 1 
 

55 49 1.1224  
57 49 1.1633 

TOTAL 
School of 
Natural 
Sciences & 
Mathematics 

 
1148 19.0592 60.2333 

 
1305 18.9067 69.0233 

 
1386 18.9030 73.3216 

Auto Collision 
Repair 

 
26 13 2 

 
0 13 0  

0 13 0 

Computer 
Aided Drafting 

 
16 19.2031 .8332 

 
29 19.2031 1.5102  

31 19.2031 1.6143 

Culinary Arts 
 

0 0 0 
 

20 20 1  
22 20 1.1 

Communication
s Technology 

 
0 0 0 

 
21 20 1.05  

25 20 1.25 

Electronics 
Technology 

 
24 13.8464 1.7333 

 
31 13.8464 2.2388  

33 13.8464 2.3833 

Electric 
Lineman 

 
19 19 1 

 
22 19 1.1579  

23 19 1.2105 

Graphic 
Technology 

 
0 0 0 

 
19 18 1.0556  

21 18 1.1667 

Health Sciences 
 

0 0 0 
 

10 12 0.8333  
12 12 1 

Machine 
Technology 

 
21 9.0707 3.4176 

 
20 9.0707 3.2546  

20 9.0707 3.2549 

Telecommunica
tions 
Engineering 

 
0 0 0 

 
17 20 0.85  

19 20 0.95 

Transportation 
Services Cluster 
– Automotive 

 
2 16.8067 .1190 

 
2 16.8067 0.119  

3 16.8067 0.1785 

Transportation 
Services Cluster 
– Core 

 
9 16.8004 .5357 

 
9 16.8004 0.5357  

10 16.8004 0.5952 

Transportation 
Services Cluster 
– Diesel 

 
3 16.7973 .1786 

 
3 16.7973 0.1786  

3 16.7973 0.1786 

Transportation 
Services Cluster 
– General 

 
10 16.8011 .5952 

 
10 16.8011 0.5952  

11 16.8011 0.65472 

UTEC 
 

18 16.7989 1.0715 
 

18 16.7989 1.0715  
19 16.7989 1.1310 

Welding 
 

15 19.4805 .770 
 

19 19.4805 0.9753  
20 19.4805 1.0267 

TOTAL 
School of 
Applied 
Technology 

 
163 13.3017 12.2541 

 
250 15.2198 16.4260 

 
272 15.3721 17.6944 

Developmental 
Courses 

 
39 24.375 1.6 

 
37 24.375 1.5179  

37 24.375 1.5179 

National 
Student 
Exchange 

 
2 0 0 

 
3 0 0  

3 0 0 

Supplemental 
Courses 

 
0 0 0 

 
2 0 0  

2 0 0 
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TOTAL 
Miscellaneous 
Courses 

 
40 25 1.6 

 
42 27.6689 1.5179 

 
42 27.6689 1.5179 

TOTAL ALL 
 

4029 19.3979 207.7027 
 

4553 19.1696 237.5115 
 

4786 19.0039 251.8429 

* Humanities and Human Services faculty are combined. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I.F CURRICULUM AND STUDENT LOAD PROJECTIONS FOR FIRST PHASE 
 
I.F.1 Student Credit Projections by Organizational Unit: 
 

Student credit projections by organizational unit were presented in section I.D.2, 
Enrollment Distribution by Organizational Unit, of this document.  The credit hour projections 
for both Phases I and II are summarized in that section.  (See pages 37 – 40, Volume 1)  Detailed 
information on credit hour production by course  can be found in Appendix “E”, Volume 2, of 
this document.  (Table B2-a is found in that appendix.)  Once again, the information is not 
broken down into day and night categories. 
 
I.F.2 Contact Hour Projections by Organizational Unit and Course: 
 

Contact hour projections are based on the percentage increase of credit hour projections 
identified in above. Detailed information on contact hour production by course can be found in 
Appendix “F”, Volume 2, of this document.  (Table B2-b is found in that appendix.)  The table 
found in the appendix has been modified to show all actual course contact hours instead of 
average sizes.  As the table is not required to show projections to future phases, these are not 
shown.  Projected contact hours are shown on later tables in the context of future space needs.  
(See Section I.G. following.) 
 

__________________________ 
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I.G BUILDING SPACE PROJECTIONS BY FUNCTIONAL USE 

CLASSIFICATION AND ENROLLMENTS TO MAXIMUM  
 

Before proceeding with a discussion of building space analyses, it is necessary to 
establish a maximum campus capacity.   Enrollment projections for the next ten years have 
indicated that MSC can expect to grow to approximately 4800 FTE.  As discussed earlier, that 
number is based on projected data from several sources as well as goals for improvement 
established by the College.  Projections beyond that 4800 FTE level are difficult considering the 
numerous variables involved.  It is therefore recommended and requested that the maximum 
capacity for the Mesa State College Campus be set at 4800 FTE.  It is understood that future 
master plans may review this limit, requesting modifications as may be deemed necessary.   

The following sections of this document summarize the findings of the building space 
analyses.  A description of the various methods of analysis and projection is included. 
Detailed information including room inventory and projected needs on each area can be found in 
tables provided in referenced appendices.  
 
I.G.1 Resident Instruction 
I.G.1.a  Classroom and Classroom Service Area 

 
Classroom use characteristics 
follow.  The graph at the left 
presents the mix of class and 
room sizes by percentage.  For 
example, of all classrooms on 
campus, 33 percent are in the 1 
to 35 student occupancy 
category.  The rest are larger.  
However, 76 percent of the 
scheduled classes are in this 
same 1 to 35 size range.  This 
difference gives a certain 

ROOM SIZE VS. CLASS SIZE
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amount of flexibility in scheduling but also leads to some inefficiencies in space utilization.  
It is anticipated, however, that as Mesa State College grows, the average class size will also 
increase. 
  
 
 
 

The distribution of student contact hours by start time is presented in the graph below.  
The information compares data for the fall semester of 1990 with that of fall, 1997.  (Fall, 1990 
data was used for the last master plan.)   
 
 

 
 

The chart shows an overall increase in the number of contact hours with a peak hour of 
9:00 AM.  The peak hour has not changed.  Other peaks occur at 11:00 AM, 12:00 Noon, and 
2:00 PM.  These are due to data presentation anomalies.  Classes are one hour long on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday.  They are one and one half (1 ½) hours long on Tuesday and Thursday.  
The peaks are a function of the start time differences.   
 The graph shows that contact hours in 1997 are increasing in the afternoon when 
compared to the same period in 1990.  Classroom utilization is spreading out more uniformly 
throughout the day until 3:00 PM.  This trend is expected to continue as room utilization 
increases.  Night time utilization is also expected to increase with the continued development of 
the Mesa At Night program previously mentioned. 

Classroom inventory as well as classroom use and projection information, Table B3-c, 
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can be found in Appendix “H”, Volume 2, of this document.  The table has been modified to 
more readily present the “SSPO” (Student Station Period Occupied) method of space projection 
delineated on CCHE Policy Manual page III-F-3.  (This is the same method used for the last 
MSC master plan in 1992.) 
 The CCHE guideline for classrooms assumes “…that classrooms will be utilized for an 
average of 30 hours per week and will be filled to 67 percent of capacity during the hours they 
are used.  The guideline also assumes an average of 15 assignable square feet per student station 
(including service space).”  Using this information, the guidelines then go through a calculation 
to define 0.75 assignable square feet per student-station-period occupied.  (15 ASF / (.67 x 30 
hours) = .75 ASF / SSPO)  Student contact hours, existing and projected, can then be multiplied 
by this number to obtain a minimally required square footage for the room in question.  The 
material in Appendix “H” generally uses this method. 
 The presented analysis deviates from that indicated in the guidelines because of 
minimum code occupancy requirements.  The “1994 Uniform Building Code”, Volume 1, 
Section 1002 (page 1-173), limits classroom occupancy to 20 square feet per occupant to 
determine the number and size of required fire exits.  (See also Table 10-A on page 1-198 of the 
same Code.)    Excluded from this square footage requirement are rooms with fixed seats.  A 
review of existing MSC classrooms indicates that architects have used this 20 square feet limit to 
design the number and size of related fire exits.  Master planning limits and actually constructed 
classroom conditions do not match.    

In order to accommodate the actual exit conditions involved, the analysis equation has 
been modified to use the 20 ASF code limit.  The defining condition then becomes 1.0 ASF / 
SSPO as indicated in the tables in Appendix “H”.  For rooms with fixed seats, the actual number 
of seats governs the equation.15   

The existing classroom inventory on the various MSC campuses is summarized in tabular 
form on the following page.  The column titled “Existing Area” summarizes the actual area 
found during the fall semester of 1997.   The data has been modified to reflect construction 
conditions concluding during that semester.  Wubben Hall had partial occupancy, using some 
spaces as temporary classrooms.  The table columns titled “Removed Area” and “Area Add 
Const.” deduct the temporary classrooms and add the final configuration.  The “Removed Area” 
column also includes classroom area removed from Walter Walker Fine Arts Center (main 
campus) which no longer functions as a classroom.  The Montrose campus classrooms were also 
under construction during that semester.  The table column “Net ASF” summarizes classroom 
space at the completion of all construction.  (In Wubben Hall, the “Removed Area” became 
laboratories and are included with that analysis later in this document.) 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
15 An alternate approach would be to keep the 0.75 ASF / SSPO by increasing the expected percentage of use.  
This would give an 89% utilization factor instead of 67%. Essentially, classrooms would have to be nearly full 
for the 30 hour per week period. The scheduling flexibility which now exists with the 67% requirement would 
not exist. 
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                                   EXISTING CLASSROOM INVENTORY AREA SUMMARY 

    
Campus Existing Type Existing Removed Area Net % of

 Number Area Area Add ASF Total
 of Rooms Const.  
    

MAIN 27 Small (1-35) 14511 0 185 14696 33
 22 Med.  (36-70) 21342 4509 3094 19927 45
 5 Lg. (71-110) 7783 0 0 7783 17
 1 X-Lg. (110+) 1533 0 0 1533 3
 Service 816 0 0 816 2

 
Total 

 
55 45985 4509

 
3279 

 
44755 100

    
    

Montrose 8 Small (1-35) 0 0 5192 5192 100
    
    

UTEC 2 Small (1-35) 743 0 0 743 48
 1 Med.  (36-70) 806 0 0 806 52

    
Total 3 1549 0 0 1549 100

    
    

South  0 0 0 0 0 100
    
    

TOTALS 66 47534 4509 8471 51496 100
    

 
The class occupancy area analysis is combined with the data above and summarized in the table 
below.  (It should be noted that there is a difference between the existing ASF used in the actual 
inventory and that shown with scheduled classes. (Table B3-c)  There is more space available in 
the inventory.  This is due to construction scheduling during the fall semester of 1997.  That 
construction is now complete, and the full inventory is available for classroom use.)  
 
       CLASSROOM SCHEDULE AREA ANALYSIS SUMMARY 
Campus Use Use Need 

 Analysis Analysis (Use Analysis Fall,2002 
 

Net ASF 

Fall, 1997 Fall, 2002 Minus Use Analysis Fall, 1997) 
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Main 44755 47614 50010 5255 
Montrose 5192 777 851 -4341 
UTEC 1549  
South 0  
   A discussion of the classroom use information follows, in reverse campus order.  The 
South Campus has no classroom space.  Information related to its academic use is discussed 
in later sections of this document.  (Section I.G.1.b) 
 UTEC classrooms listed in the inventory are used in conjunction with laboratory spaces 
on varying schedules.  A more complete discussion of UTEC can be found under the laboratory 
analysis portion of this document.  (Section I.G.1.b)  
 As indicated on the previous table, the Montrose campus has a statistical surplus of 
classroom space.  That surplus, however, is somewhat over simplified because of the time frame 
of course offerings.  The Montrose campus responds more to night-time class needs than does 
the Main campus.  At the present time, though, there is no urgent need for additional space on 
the Montrose campus. 
 The table on the prior page indicates that there will be a deficit of over 5000 ASF of 
classroom space in 2002.  This figure should be increased to reflect the deletion of three 
classrooms noted as MOD A, B, and C.  These are considered temporary spaces and will be used 
only until more permanent appropriate space can be constructed.  The total deficit should be 
7091 ASF, or about 16% of the existing inventory. 
 While actual design of classroom space may be deemed more appropriate to detailed 
program planning, it should be noted that the needs of a traditional classroom on the MSC 
campus are changing.  Both instructors and students are beginning to expect multi-media 
presentation capabilities as well as power and network access at all seats.  Lap top computers are 
beginning to appear even in standard lecture oriented classes.  (A more detailed discussion of the 
use and future development of technology on the MSC campus can be found in Appendix “G”, 
Volume 2, of this document.) 
  
I.G.1.b Instructional Laboratories and Service Area  
 

Laboratory inventory as well as laboratory use and projection information, Table B3-c, 
can be found in Appendix “I”, Volume 2, of this document.  There are separate tables for 
scheduled labs and self paced labs with independent study.  (MSC maintains no separate contract 
research laboratories for inclusion in the fall, 1997, inventory.)  The procedure used for 
projection is like that used for classrooms with the exception that 1.0 ASF / SSPO was used as a 
minimum factor.  (See prior section for explanation.)    
 A summary table of all existing spaces and projected needs follows on the next page.  
(The existing ASF column includes new space as it would be occupied following the fall, 1997 
semester.)  The following items discuss those areas of significance related to laboratory space. 
 
A. The discipline related specialized computer labs are statistically analyzed under the 

Computer Information Systems Discipline.  These lab computers utilize software that is 
discipline specific, almost making the spaces dedicated laboratories.  The statistical analysis 
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does not, therefore, reflect the actual needs of the campus.  A more thorough discussion of 
computer labs and the technological needs of the campus can be found in the “MSC, CCHE 
Technology Master Plan” found in Appendix “G”, Volume 2, of this document. 

  
                         SUMMARY OF LABORATORY SPACE 
NEEDS 

  

Organizational Exist  Lab Self- Total Sq. Ft. Comment 
Unit ASF Need Paced Need Excess  

(Labs) 2002 Need 2002 (or Deficit)  

(ASF) 2002 (ASF)   
(ASF)    

Accounting 24 24 (24)  

Business Administration 0 0  

Computer Info. Systems 6082 2527 2527 3555  

Economics 0 0  

Early Childhood Ed. 3789 751 751 3038  

Education 298 298 (298)  

Finance 0 0  

Parks & Recreation 0 0  

Office Administration 0 0  

Management 61 61 (61)  

Marketing 3 3 (3)  

Nursing 2842 5608 564 6172 (3330)  

Physical Education Activity 0 0  

Physical Education Academic 0 0  

Radiologic Technology 643 466 148 614 29  

Travel, Rec., and Hospl. Mgt 27 27 (27)  

TOTAL School of  13356 9352 1125 10477 2879  
Professional Studies    

Administration of Justice 4 4 (4)  

Anthropology 4 4 (4)  

Art 7269 6296 13 6309 960 Dedicated Labs

Dance 236 236 (236) See PE 
Analysis 

English 6 6 (6)  

Fine Arts 0 0  

Foreign Language French 4 4 (4) Includes all 
foreign 
language 

Foreign Language German 0 0  

Foreign Lanuguage Ancient Greek 0 0  

Foreign Language Spanish 0 0  

Geography 0 0  

Graphic Arts 832 2299 62 2361 (1529)  

History 0 0  

Human Services 0 0  
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Humanities 0 0  

Mass Communications 0 0 Included with 
Graphic Arts 

Music Academic 2345 2228 524 2752 (407) Includes all 
music, 
dedicated 

Music Applied Lessons 0 0  
Music Performance 0 0  
Philosophy 1 1 (1)  

Political Science 0 0  

Psychological Counsel. & Guidance. 12 12 (12)  

Psychology 1535 625 30 655 880  

Social Sciences 8 8 (8)  

Sociology 6 6 (6)  

Speech 0 0  

Theatre 8905 157 793 950 7955 Dedicated Labs

TOTAL School of  20886 11605 1703 13308 7578  
Humanities & Social Sciences    

Biology 12476 13173 16 13189 (713)  

Chemistry 5518 2880 27 2907 2611  
Computer Science 0 0  

Engineering 0 0 Included with 
physics 

Environmental Restoration 5804 2037 42 2079 3725  

Geology 2870 2506 17 2523 347  

Mathematics 1 1 (1)  

Physics 3699 1457 14 1471 2228  

Statistics 0 0 Included with 
math 

TOTAL School of Natural  30367 22053 117 22170 8197  
Sciences & Mathematics    

Auto Collision Repair 9591 156 156 9435  

Computer Aided Drafting 1683 2698 2698 (1015)  

Culinary Arts 6343 2765 2765 3578  

Communications Technology 1227 1240 1240 (13)  

Electronics Technology 2271 1685 220 1905 366  

Electric Lineman 5015 1757 1757 3258  

Graphic Technology 1566 835 835 731  

Health Sciences 3098 783 783 2315  

Machining Technology 6322 9096 969 10065 (3743)  

Telecommunications Engineering 916 510 510 406  

Transportation Services Cluster – Automotive 9163 11945 242 12187 (3024) Includes all 
transportation 

Transportation Services Cluster – Core 0 0  

Transportation Services Cluster – Diesel 0 0  

Transportation Services Cluster – General 0 0  

UTEC 806 261 70 331 475  

Welding 0 0 With Machining 
Technology 
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TOTAL School of  48001 33575 1657 35232 12769  
Applied Technology    

Developmental Courses 1 1 (1)  

National Student Exchange 5 5 (5)  

Supplemental Courses 11 11 (11)  
TOTAL Miscellaneous  0 0 17 17 (17)  
Courses    

TOTAL ALL 112610 76585 4619 81204 31406  

 
 
B. The analysis of Early Childhood Education shows a significant excess of space.  The 

analysis is based on the number of MSC students directly involved with the program.  It 
does not include the children who are also involved.  The space actually constitutes a 
simulated day care  program, used for the purpose of teaching students under actual 
conditions.   The CCHE guidelines do not include space for “instructed children.” 

 
C. The Nursing curriculum has a statistical need of 3330 ASF on the MSC campus.  

However, much of the instruction is accomplished in adjacent hospitals and medical 
facilities.  The labs on campus are used intermittently and do not require additional space 
at this time.  There is some concern, however, surrounding the need for high tech 
medical equipment in lecture classrooms.  

 
D. The laboratory needs of Art, Music,  Graphic Arts, and Mass Communications are 

currently being addressed in a capital construction project titled “School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences Facilities Expansion.”  (The 1992 MSC Master Plan identified and 
discussed the need for this project.  That need continues.) This project has been approved 
by The Trustees of the State Colleges in Colorado and by the Colorado Commission on 
Higher Education.  It is currently waiting funding decisions by the Colorado Legislature. 
 Specific questions related to discipline needs are discussed in the project’s program 
plan.  (See “Mesa State College, School of Humanities and Social Sciences Facilities 
Program Plan”; May, 1998.)   

 
E. The Theatre discipline indicates a rather high excess of laboratory space.  This is MSC’s 

only theatre stage and is used for many other events and activities.    Most of the Theatre 
lab space is in temporary facilities.F. A statistical need of 713 ASF in year 2002 is 
indicated for Biology.  (This is about 6% of the existing space.)  A new science facility 
has recently been constructed allowing for modification to teaching methods and 
equipment. The determination of actual need based on a statistical analysis is therefore 
somewhat premature.  Biology and the other science disciplines involved in this new 
facility will be given special attention in the next five-year master plan.   

 
G. Laboratory space in UTEC is undergoing study.  A preliminary decision has been made 

to delete Auto Collision Repair (ACR) from the curriculum, potentially freeing space for 
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other uses. (This is part of the reason for the large excess of space indicated.)  Whether 
this space will be used for expansion of existing programs or for new programs is still 
under discussion.  Also, the final decision regarding the deletion of ACR has not been 
made as of the writing of this document.  Data is being gathered from all related entities 
– Mesa State College, School District 51, and involved businesses.   

It will become evident that this document is somewhat vague regarding facilities 
planning decisions for UTEC.  Such decisions are not the sole responsibility of Mesa 
State College.  They also involve School District 51 and a wide variety of businesses and 
industries in a highly changeable educational market.  The conclusions and projects 
identified herein are therefore to be considered a starting place for further analysis and 
development.   

The space analysis for UTEC in this document only includes those activities 
which are utilized by MSC alone or in combination with School District 51 students.  
The analysis does not include those activities which apply only to School District 51.  
The excess space indicated in the table is therefore not realistic.  UTEC personnel 
indicate that all areas are “full”. 

It should be noted that the laboratory analysis material in Appendix “I” for UTEC 
includes rooms that are not in the inventory.  Mesa State College maintains one building, 
UTEC - A, in its inventory.  UTEC – B is maintained by the BOCES and is not a part of 
the College.  MSC uses space in UTEC – B, however, and these rooms are therefore 
included as part of the analysis. 

 
I.G.1.c  Physical Education Facilities and Service Space 
 
 CCHE assumes 160 ASF per student station, occupied for 20 hours per week at 80% 
efficiency, for physical education activities.  This equals 10 ASF per SSPO.  The analysis data 
and space inventory for physical education can be found in Appendix “J”, Volume 2, of this 
document.  It should be noted that some lecture classes are held in the spaces designated for 
physical education activities.  These lecture classes are analyzed at 1.0 ASF per SSPO.   

The analysis shows an excess of 6444 ASF or about 15% of existing in 2002.  No 
additional physical education space is deemed necessary during the next five years.  However, 
there is a desire for additional seating in the main gymnasium for special events. 
 
I.G.1.d Other Teaching Facilities and Service Space 
 
 This category of space includes music practice rooms, music studios, and rooms that are 
designed and equipped for use by students of special audio-visual, or other programmed 
instructional equipment on an individual basis for self-instructional purposes.  Also included in 
this category are open access computer labs.   
 CCHE uses a factor of 1.5 ASF per FTE in evaluating this type of space.  This gives an 
estimated requirement of 6830 ASF in this category.   

An inventory of existing space in this category can be found in Appendix “K”, Volume 2, 
of this document.  A total of 5338 ASF exists.  In 2002, a deficit of 1492 ASF is calculated.  The 
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previously mentioned Humanities and Social Sciences Facilities Expansion Project will add 
approximately 303 ASF to music practice rooms.  (See “Mesa State College, School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences Facilities Program Plan”; May, 1998.)  There is also a need for 
additional open access computer labs.  A discussion of this need is provided in the previously 
mentioned “MSC, CCHE Technology Master Plan” found in Appendix “G”, Volume 2, of this 
document. 
 
I.G.1.e  Instructional Faculty Offices and Related Secretarial, Clerical, and Office 

Service Space 
 
 The inventory and space analysis data for instructional office space is found in Appendix 
“L”, Volume 2, of this document.  Once again, while the base data for the inventory was taken 
from fall, 1997, information, the analysis includes all occupied space assuming completion of 
construction for the new science facility.   
 The policy assumptions surrounding the space need analysis include one individual office 
for each full time and for each more than half time instructor.  Each instructor who teaches less 
than half time is given one-half an office space.  (All faculty members, whether full or part time, 
are required to have office hours and be accessible to students.) 
 The following table summarizes the information found in Appendix “L” for faculty 
offices. 
Needs for the various areas are grouped together as they relate currently to each other and as 
they would continue to relate.  The office areas in UTEC-B are included only as they relate 
directly to MSC faculty office needs. 
 
 
SUMMARY OF FACULTY OFFICE SPACE NEEDS 
Organizational Exist  Office Sq. Ft. Comment 
Unit ASF Need Excess  

2002 (or Deficit)  

(ASF)  

 

Accounting 2768 6374 (3606)  

Business Administration 0 With Accounting 

Computer Info. Systems 0 With Accounting 

Economics 0 With Accounting 

Early Childhood Ed. 0 With Education 

Education 3104 2974 130  

Finance 0 With Accounting 

Parks & Recreation 0 With Accounting 

Office Administration 0 With Accounting 

Management 0 With Accounting 

Marketing 0 With Accounting 

Nursing 3083 3513 (430)  
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Physical Education Activity 1882 2483 (601)  

Physical Education Academic 0 With PE Activity 

Radiologic Technology 0 With Nursing 

Travel, Rec., and Hospl. Mgt 0 With Accounting 

TOTAL School of  10837 15344 (4507)  
Professional Studies  

Administration of Justice 5472 4850 622  

Anthropology 0 With Admin. Of Justice 

Art 2409 6455 (4046)  

Dance 0 With Art 

English 4357 5148 (791)  

Fine Arts 0 With Art 

Foreign Language French 0 With English 

Foreign Language German 0 With English 

Foreign Lanuguage Ancient Greek 0 With English 

Foreign Language Spanish 0 With English 

Geography 0 With Admin. Of Justice 

Graphic Arts 0 With Art 

History 0 With Admin. Of Justice 

Human Services 0 With Admin. Of Justice 

Humanities 0 With Admin. Of Justice 

Mass Communications 0 With Admin. Of Justice 

Music Academic 0 With Art 

Music Applied Lessons 0 With Art 

Music Performance 0 With Art 

Philosophy 0 With Admin. Of Justice 

Political Science 0 With Admin. Of Justice 

Psychological Counsel. & Guidance. 0 With Admin. Of Justice 

Psychology 0 With Admin. Of Justice 

Social Sciences 0 With Admin. Of Justice 

Sociology 0 With Admin. Of Justice 

Speech 0 With Art 

Theatre 0 With Art 

TOTAL School of  12238 16453 (4215)  
Humanities & Social Sciences  

Biology 5241 8771 (3530)  

Chemistry 0 With Biology 
Computer Science 0 With Biology 

Engineering 0 With Biology 

Environmental Restoration 0 With Biology 

Geology 0 With Biology 

Mathematics 3979 5259 (1280)  

Physics 0 With Mathematics 

Statistics 0 With Mathematics 

TOTAL School of Natural  9220 14030 (4810)  
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Sciences & Mathematics  

Auto Collision Repair 0 See Sum Below 

Computer Aided Drafting 0 See Sum Below 

Culinary Arts 0 See Sum Below 

Communications Technology 0 See Sum Below 

Electronics Technology 0 See Sum Below 

Electric Lineman 0 See Sum Below 

Graphic Technology 0 See Sum Below 

Health Sciences 0 See Sum Below 

Machining Technology 0 See Sum Below 

Telecommunications Engineering 0 See Sum Below 

Transportation Services Cluster – Automotive 0 See Sum Below 

Transportation Services Cluster – Core 0 See Sum Below 

Transportation Services Cluster – Diesel 0 See Sum Below 

Transportation Services Cluster – General 0 See Sum Below 

UTEC 0 See Sum Below 

Welding 0 See Sum Below 

TOTAL School of  1811 4251 (2440)  
Applied Technology  

Developmental Courses 0  

National Student Exchange 0  

Supplemental Courses 0  

0  

TOTAL Miscellaneous  0 0 0  
Courses  

TOTAL ALL 34106 50078 (15972)  

 
 
 A detailed use analysis of the above information indicates a need for additional faculty 
offices in the areas of Business (see Accounting on page 59)  and with Fine Arts (see Art on 
page 60), and UTEC Computer Aided Drafting.   The other deficiencies point to a distinct need 
for additional service and conference space.  This need is campus wide and affects all academic 
areas.  
 The previously mentioned Humanities and Social Sciences Facilities Expansion Project 
will resolve the need for faculty offices in the Fine Arts.  (See “Mesa State College, School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences Facilities Program Plan”; May, 1998.)  The resolution of faculty 
offices in the Business area and of general conference space will be addressed in the later 
projects portion of this document. 
 
I.G.1.f  Other Instructional Space 
 
This category of space includes galleries, auditoriums, and theaters which would not be included 
in prior instructional categories.  Mesa State College has three such spaces.  These include: 
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 Item   Building   ASF 
 
 Robinson Theatre Walter Walker   4576 
 Liff Auditorium College Center   4336 
 Johnson Gallery College Center   766 
 
 TOTAL      9678 
 

The stage portion of Robinson Theater is included with the Laboratory analysis portion 
of this document.  It provides instructional space.  Only the seating is included herein.  The 
guideline definition of the MSC Theatre space is misleading.  This space is used not only for 
performances, but for classrooms, rehearsals, and scene building.   

The CCHE guideline for this category of space is 5 ASF per total FTE.  In this case, the 
total space required is 22,765 ASF, or a deficit of 13,087 ASF.  Some of this requirement will be 
resolved in the previously mentioned Humanities and Social Sciences Facilities Expansion 
Project. (See “Mesa State College, School of Humanities and Social Sciences Facilities Program 
Plan”; May, 1998.)  The magnitude of the deficit, however, confirms a general need for this type 
of space on the MSC campus.   
 

__________________________ 
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I.G.2 Organized Activities Related to Instruction 
 
 This category of space includes laboratory schools, farms, and other facilities designed to 
provide professional training opportunities for students.  At this time, MSC maintains no 
facilities in this category.   
 
I.G.3 Research 
 
 MSC has no separate contract research facilities.  The research conducted on the campus 
relates directly to the educational mission of the College and is documented as service space in 
earlier space analyses.  Future MSC master plans may reconsider this space data organization. 
 
I.G.4 Extension and Public Service 
  
 Mesa State College maintains a Community Outreach Center that provides educational 
opportunities to the general public which fall outside the realm of resident instruction.  The 
space inventory and detailed analysis can be found with the other office information in Appendix 
“L”, Volume 2, of this document.   

Currently, this office space is sufficient for its activities.  An excess of 161 ASF is 
indicated for the fall, 1998, semester.  Classes taught under the control of this center are located 
in MSC classrooms and laboratories as is appropriate.  Classes are scheduled when there is no 
opportunity to conflict with resident instruction classes. 
 
I.G.5 Library 
 
 Mesa State College has one centralized library building that includes media services.  
The library offers the following services:   
 
  Circulation 
  Reserves 
  Reference 
  Inter-library loan 
  Government Documents 
  Maps 
  Bibliographic instruction 
  Special Collections 
  Current Periodicals 
  Reading Areas 
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  Display Cases 
  Exhibit Areas 
  Curriculum Collection 
  Study Areas 
  Copier & Microfilm Areas 
   
Non-public services include administration, cataloging, serials, acquisitions, archival closed 
stack, and computer support.  Other campus departments have space in the building including a 
PC lab, a dark room, a faculty multi-media lab with teleconferencing capability, a student testing 
center, a television studio, and a distance education classroom. 
 The mission of the Tomlinson Library is to advance the academic and technical 
endeavors of Mesa State College by providing quality information resources and services that 
support the instructional and research needs of the campus, and secondarily, to the community.  
The Library will take a leadership role by: 
 

• implementing new information and instructional technologies, 
• building scholarly and special collections, 
• promoting services and materials to the user community, 
• providing instruction in using informational resources, and 
• establishing cooperative agreements with other libraries and groups to enhance 

resources and services. 
  
The Library’s Collection Development Policy is included with space information in 

Appendix “M”, Volume 2, of this document.  As stated in the mission statement above, the 
Library’s clientele is primarily students, faculty, and staff of Mesa State College.  Services are 
also provided to the citizens of Colorado and to students involved in the Western Colorado 
Graduate Center. 

Subject boundaries of Collection & Support of Academic Programs include: 
 
• Humanities and Social Science:  art, language & literature, music, theater, dance, 

mass communication, psychology, political science history, criminal justice, 
anthropology, and sociology. 

• Natural Sciences and Mathematics:  general science, biological sciences, chemistry, 
computer science, geology, mathematics, physics, engineering, and environmental 
restoration. 

• Professional Studies:  MBA, business administration, accounting, information 
technology, nursing, teaching certification, early childhood education, and human 
performance & wellness. 

• Community College:  support for programs at Montrose and UTEC. 
• Special Collections:  Western Colorado including history, geology, water, railroads, 

and the Ute Indians. 
• Reference:  general reference collection in support of curriculum. 
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The Library is involved in several small collection development agreements with Mesa 
County Public Library and with the Museum of Western Colorado.  Initial work is underway to 
explore periodical collection development agreements with Western State College and Adams 
State College.  The Library is a member of several large purchasing agreements sponsored 
through BCR, an OCLC affiliate.  The Library has a shared cataloging agreement with 
Pathfinder Library System.  A contract with Montrose Public Library to provide library services 
to Montrose has also been completed. 

The size of the Library’s collection is shown in Table B3-f below. 
 

TABLE B3-f    PROJECTIONS OF LIBRARY BOOKS AND SPACE  

  Existing   Planned  

Category Number Conversion Factor Total ASF Number Conversion Factor Total ASF
  Per Volumes,   Per Volumes,  
  Student or Sq. Ft.   Student or Sq. Ft.  

Stack Space:       
   Total Volumes 291,251 .10 or .08a 29,125 362,251 .10 or .08a 34,980 

       
TOTAL STACK SPACE   29,125   34,980 

Reader Space:       
   Total FTE Students*       
      *Regular Station 518 6.25 or 5b 3,237 1,130 6.25 or 5b 7,063 
      *Electronic Station 31 7.50 or 6c 232 70 7.50 or 6c 525 
TOTAL READER SPACE   3,469   7,588 

       
TOTAL STACK AND READER   32,594   42,568 
SPACE       

       

Service Space:       
   Under 40,000 ASF 32,594 .25d 8,148 43,005 .25d 8,407 
   40,000 ASF or Over  .19e   .19e  

       
TOTAL SERVICE SPACE   8,148   8,407 

       
TOTAL ASF   40,742   50,975 

       

a.  O.10 per ASF per volume for first 300,000 volumes, then 0.08 ASF per volume for larger collections.  
b.  6.25 for universities and four-year colleges; 5 for community colleges;  
c.  7.50 for universities and four-year colleges; 6 for community colleges;  
d.  25% of Total Stack and Reader Space     
e.  19% of Total Stack and Reader Space     
 
The Library has a significant amount of space not addressed in this table.  These spaces include 
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an open access computer lab, media service center, a television and production studio, an 
educational testing lab, a dark room / photo laboratory, a distance education classroom, eight 
study rooms, a faculty development computer lab, and space for photocopier, microform 
reader/printers, and AV viewing stations.  The Library also has a substantial holding in maps 
(over 100,000) and microforms (over 800,000) which are not reflected in the table data.   
 The following present the Library’s historical acquisition trends: 
 
Academic Materials  
Year  Budget 
 
93/94  $351,167 
94/95  $351,167 
95/96  $401,167 
96/97  $368,167 
97/98  $339,167 
98/99  $435,047 
 
 
 
 
The Library is scheduled to receive $38,000 in 98/99 to cover the costs of inflation.  In 97/98, 
the Library returned $56,000 to supplement campus wide budgets.  Increases were received in 
96/97 and again in 97/98 to support the newly started MBA graduate program.  In 95/96, the 
Library received an additional $50,000 from reserves.  
 The materials budget is distributed based upon a formula that takes into account the 
credit hours, number of graduates, and the average price of academic books per discipline.  The 
academic deans then allocate the funds in support of curricula.  
 The Library has been actively engaged in a de-selection program for three years.  As of 
this year, about ¾ of the collection has been reviewed.  The remaining part of the collection will 
be reviewed during the summer of 1999.  Approximately 1,500 items were withdrawn in 95/96, 
2,600 in 96/97, and 4,000 in 97/98.   
 The Library rarely receives funding for new programs.  The one notable exception was 
the Masters of Business Administration program that increased the budget by $44,000.  When a 
program is discontinued, funds are distributed among the other schools using the previously 
mentioned formula.  
 The Library subscribes to six different online services that provide over 24 off-campus 
databases, many of which contain full text information.  The Library has 1,010 paper 
subscriptions and 2,000 journals via online services.  Reference sources such as Encyclopedia 
Americana and Contemporary Authors are provided online.  Currently, there are 12 public 
stations providing online services as well as access to the Library’s web catalog.  Additional 
access is available in the PC lab and over the network.   

The Interlibrary Loan Unit borrows approximately 5,000 items each year from other 
libraries.  Carl’s Uncover Gateway is being introduced which will provide online access to the 

Materials Budget

$0
$100,000
$200,000
$300,000
$400,000
$500,000

93/94 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99

Academic Year

B
ud

ge
t

Materials Budget



Mesa State College - Facilities Master Plan    
 

  

67

periodical collections of Western and Adams State. 
The Library is anticipating substantial growth in periodical volumes.  Prior to 97/98, the 

Library acquired second, preservation copies of over 300 journals in microfiche format to save 
stack space.  Budget considerations are forcing the cancellation of most microfiche subscriptions 
with a return to bound periodical issues.  Resulting accelerated space needs are thus anticipated. 
 Tomlinson Library does not have large, separate collections that could easily be stored 
off campus.  The collection is also relatively new.  The number of older materials that could be 
moved off site is small.   
 With an expected maximum campus capacity of 4800 FTE, CCHE allows a maximum 
study seating capacity of 25% or 1200 seats.  Tomlinson Library currently has 549 seats, or 
about 46% of that allowed.  (Regarding the use of the 25% allowance, a user survey of 1300 
students conducted by Library personnel in November, 1997, found that 26% of undergraduates 
use the Library on a daily basis and 46% on a weekly basis.  The use of the 25% figure is 
deemed reasonable.)   
 The Library is steadily losing study space due to growth in the collection and the 
expanding need for electronic stations.  For example, 10 seats were given up on the upper floors 
to be used for lab PC’s.  All stations need to be wired for network access assuming students 
bring their own laptop computers. 
 Regarding staffing, according to the 1996 IPEDS, Mesa State College had 1.66 librarians 
per 1000 students, and 7.33 staff per 1000 students.  These statistics place MSC 12th out of 13 
publicly funded higher education institutions in Colorado, and 9th out of 11 for peer institutions. 
 The inventory of library space in Tomlinson Library can be found in Appendix “M”, 
Volume 2, of this document.  A total of 41,826 ASF is indicated.  Based on a statistical need in 
Table B3-f (see page 65) for existing conditions of 40,742 ASF, the Library is at 97% of 
capacity.  Essentially, the statistics confirm that the library is full now.  Additional space is 
needed.  The statistical deficit based on CCHE guidelines is approximately 10,233 ASF, or about 
25% of existing. 
 
I.G.6 Administration and General 
 

Administrative space is generally office space and has been analyzed as such.  The 
information and inventory for all offices is found in Appendix “L”, Volume 2, of this document. 
The table at the top of the next page summarizes administrative office space. 
 Overall, administrative space calculated on an individual need basis shows a projected 
170 ASF deficit.  This is less than one percent of the total existing.  Use analysis indicates that 
the organizational unit requiring additional space is Institutional Advancement.  The other units 
report needs for remodeling and relocation in order to increase efficiency of operations. 
 General space is inventoried at the end of the office space inventory in Appendix “L”, 
Volume 2, of this document.  (See page 16 of the inventory.)  A total of 5,071 ASF exists.   
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Administrative Office Space Analysis Summary 

Organizational Unit No. of Exist. ASF Projected Excess or  
Employees ASF 2002 (Deficit) 

Academic Affairs 8 1255 1436 (181) 
Academic Services 16 2346 2443 (97) 
Enrollment Management 39 6073 5350 723 
Financial & Admin. Services 21 3971 3410 561 
Management Information Services 15 2399 2647 (248) 
President's Office 4 1072 944 128 
Institutional Advancement 5 470 1069 (599) 
Student Services 3 748 452 296 
Dean, Professional Studies 2 403 592 (189) 
Dean, Humanities & Social Science 2 467 554 (87) 
Dean, Natural Science & Math 2 1041 614 427 
Media Services 2 126 300 (174) 
UTEC 12 2138 2868 (730) 
TOTAL 131 22509 22679 (170) 
 

Total existing space for both Administration and General is  27,580ASF.   Overall, 
CCHE projections (see CCHE Policy Manual, page III-F-27, section 16.00) indicate that, with a 
projected enrollment in 2002 of 4,553 FTE, 22,212 ASF is required.  This indicates an existing 
statistical excess for the entire category of 5368 ASF.   It should be noted that general space is in 
two areas – the library which needs additional space, and two houses which are scheduled for 
demolition.  Use analysis indicates that the space provided for the general category may not be 
adequate.  The past few years has seen increased space need, especially in the areas of testing 
and counseling.  The statistical analysis may not be totally adequate in this case.    (The 
“University” Category for projection has been used for comparison purposes.) 
 
I.G.7 Physical Plant Service 
 
 The inventory of physical plant service is found in Appendix “N”, Volume 2, of this 
document.  (Related office space is inventoried in Appendix “L” with the rest of the office space. 
This category includes Facilities Services, Police Services, and Purchasing. See “Facilities 
Services”, “Facilities Services Annex”, and “Police Building” in the inventory.)  Total existing 
space is: 
 
  Shops, Warehouse Storage & Related Space  16,045 ASF 

 Office & Related Space      5,095 ASF 
       

TOTAL      21,140 ASF 
 
 There are no specific “square foot by square foot” CCHE guidelines for evaluating this 
space.  However, the CCHE policy manual gives two sets of general percentages that can be 
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used to analyze existing space: 
 
 
1. Overall, CCHE guidelines use 7.5% of total College ASF as a basis.  Using a total of 

547,796 ASF, the College should have 41,085 ASF of space for the physical plant. 
 
2. The second set of general percentages is presented in the following:   
 

FUNCTION  PERCENT AREA AREA ACTUAL DEFICIENCY 
   OF TOTAL NEED   NEED  (ASF)  (GSF) 
   CAMPUS GSF (GSF)  (ASF) 
   (818,151) 
 
Offices   0.4    3,273 2,226   5,095  (2,869) 
Maintenance Shops 1.1    9,000 8,100   6,482    1,618   
General Storage  1.25  10,227 9,204   9,563    (359) 
Miscellaneous  0.27    2,209 1,988          0    1,988 
  
TOTAL   4.72  24,709 21,518 21,140       378 
 
(The total campus GSF was used as the existing space analysis includes areas for both general 
fund and auxiliary building services.  This analysis also includes a percentage of 0.86 for a 
heating plant and 0.84 for garages.  MSC has neither. The conversion from GSF to ASF is at 
0.68 for office areas and 0.9 for the rest.  These are in accordance with CCHE guidelines, 
page III-F-35.)   

  
 The second set of percentages more accurately describes the needs of Mesa State College 
Physical Plant.  Some modification, however, is needed. 
 The office evaluation provided in Appendix “L” indicates a deficiency of 1433 ASF for 
Facilities Services and Purchasing.  An excess of 943 ASF is indicated for Police Services. 
Evaluation comments follow: 
 
1. The method of analysis used in the Appendix “L” is more accurate than the 0.4 

percentage above. 
2. Offices also include those needed by shop personnel for their work.  An office 

environment is now required for many physical plant functions as computerized network 
connections to mechanical equipment in various buildings on campus provide 
efficiencies in both labor and building environments. 

3. The existing office area also includes space for police services.  Mesa State College now 
provides a fully staffed and trained police force on campus.  Secure evidence storage is 
required in addition to normal office space.  In the overall space analysis, police space is 
not generally associated with the physical plant space.  It is included here because it is 
administratively associated with the physical plant on the MSC campus. 

 
Based on the above, it is concluded that the office areas of the Physical Plant are 
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significantly deficient in size.  The 1433 ASF office area deficiency indicated above is the more 
reasonable estimate.  Police service areas are generally sufficient. 

The deficiency of 1,618 ASF for maintenance shops is real.  Additional space is required. 
 The existing shops also include 486 ASF in an old house at 1031 Mesa.  This space does not 
function well as a shop.  It is in need of replacement.  The total shop need is then 2104 ASF.  

The combination of General Storage and Miscellaneous gives a deficiency of 1629 ASF. 
 Actual conditions, however, require a larger deficiency.  Approximately 1557 of shop storage 
and 723 ASF of warehouse storage do not meet Uniform Building Code limitations for minimal 
ceiling height.  These areas present severe safety problems.  The total statistical need for storage 
and miscellaneous is then 3909 ASF. 

For the Physical Plant area, the total statistical (CCHE) area need is: 
 
 AREA   ASF Factor  GSF 
 
 Office   1,433 @ 1/ 0.68 2,107 
 Shop   2,104 @ 1/ 0.9 2,338 
 Storage & Misc. 3,909 @ 1/ 0.9 4,343 
 
 TOTAL  7446 ASF   8,788 GSF 
 
The physical plant was identified in the 1992 MSC Master Plan as being significantly 

deficient.  This remains true. 
 

I.G.8 Auxiliary Enterprises 
 
 The space inventory for auxiliary services is found in Appendix “O”, Volume 2, of this 
document.  Auxiliary service office space inventory is found in Appendix “L”.  (Community 
Outreach, also considered an auxiliary enterprise, is discussed in section I.G.4, page 63, Volume 
I, of this document.)  A summary of auxiliary space is found below. 
 
  AREA    ASF 
 
  Residence Halls  132,702 
  Offices     
   Housing      1,518 
   Recreation Related     2,563 
   Student Services     4,512 
   College Center         524 
   Book Store         258 
   Auxiliary Services        190 

Recreation Related               30,790 
Book Store       5,017 

  Food Service     13,891 
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  Child Care       3,579 
  Meeting Rooms & Lounges     4,949 
 
  TOTAL   200,493 
 
 In general, there are no CCHE guidelines for auxiliary enterprises.  There is a guideline 
for student services, however, of 1.5 ASF per headcount student.  With 5312 students projected 
in the year 2002, 7,968 ASF is required.  With 4,512 ASF existing, a deficiency of 3,456 ASF 
exists. 
 Residence halls provide housing primarily for out-of-town freshman students coming to 
the College for the first time.  As previously documented to CCHE, there is a shortage of 
affordable privately owned student housing in the Grand Junction area.  (See “New Residence 
Hall Facilities Program Plan” dated Oct., 1995, for a complete discussion of the affordable 
housing shortage.  That shortage continues.)   In order to accommodate a growing freshman 
class, and to retain a higher portion of continuing students (see prior discussion, Section I.D., 
page 29.), additional College sponsored housing may become necessary. 
 There is a general lack of office related space for auxiliary services in general.  (See 
office analysis data in Appendix “L”, Volume 2, of this document.)  Increased pressure on the 
College Center by a growing student body will add to the deficit. 
 The book store and food service are now at capacity.  This is the reason for limiting the 
size of Monument Hall when it was constructed.  No additional capacity was available for 
serving additional students living on campus. (Once again, see “New Residence Hall Facilities 
Program Plan” dated Oct., 1995, for a complete discussion of the capacity shortage problem.  
That shortage continues.)  Additional space will be necessary to serve a generally growing 
student body.   
 As noted previously, there is a shortage of meeting rooms (and conference rooms) on the 
main Mesa State College campus.  The meeting rooms listed above also double as food service 
dining facilities, removing them as meeting rooms for a significant portion of each day. 
 Child care is a necessity.  The existing facilities are not large enough to satisfy the 
demand.   A significant waiting list exists now.  Additional facilities are necessary. 
 The above discussion is, intentionally, somewhat vague regarding quantified space needs 
for auxiliary services.  With each, a balance between additional space desires and affordability 
must be achieved.  Detailed program planning for each area will provide such studies. 
 

_____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mesa State College - Facilities Master Plan    
 

  

72

I.G.9 Non-Institutional Agencies. 
 
 Mesa State College has several non-institutional agencies existing on campus.  These are: 
 
   Americorp 
   Elderhostel 
   Western Colorado Graduate Center 
   The MSC Foundation 
 
An analysis of their space requirements is found in the office space analysis, Appendix “L”, 
Volume 2, of this document.  In general, the space deficiencies indicated relate to the general 
need for service and conference space on the campus. 
 

___________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I.H. Outdoor Site Facilities Projections by Functional Use Classification and Enrollment 

Phase to Maximum. 
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I.H.1 Physical Education, Recreation, and Intercollegiate Athletics: 
 

The College has only one site for outdoor recreation.  That site, consisting of 
approximately 8 acres, is located immediately west of Saunders Field House on the main 
campus.  (See the campus map below.)  Physical Education, Intramural Sports, and Varsity  
Intercollegiate Athletics (practice) all share the facility.  Obviously there are conflicts.  Football, 
soccer, and baseball share the use of city facilities with other organizations.  The soccer team 
uses other city facilities, even for practice.  The outdoor tennis facilities north of Saunders Field 
House are used heavily by both the campus and the community. 

Consideration must be given to the creation of additional athletic fields. 
 

 
 
I.H.2 Physical Plant: 
 
 The physical plant has very limited space on the main campus for outdoor storage and 
work.  The compound – a central area bounded by physical plant buildings – is shared by the 
Facilities Services Department, Purchasing, and fleet parking.  (See the campus map above for 
location.)  Constant deliveries and traffic through this area create limited working conditions and 
severe safety concerns.  Safety is of special interest since the facility has no separate area for 
handling hazardous materials.  Storage is very limited and inadequate. 
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 Consideration must be given to the addition of exterior space for the physical plant.  
 
I.H.3 Parking: 
 

The campus map below indicates the location of all parking lots on the main campus by 
letter.  (See Appendix “P”, Volume 2, of this document for parking space inventory data.)  
Overall, the College maintains 1063 parking spaces in 22 lots spread throughout the campus.  
Significant additional parking is provided “on-street” in the surrounding community.    
 Lots “R” and “P” are leased from private concerns and may not be available in the near 
future.  Lot “K”, immediately east of Heiny Hall, is unsafe, discharging cars directly onto 12th 
Street, one of the most heavily traveled streets in the city.  In addition, lots E and C1 are 
scheduled for removal with the development of additional residence hall green space.  (See 
Section II of this document.)  These lots contain 135 spaces that will, quite probably, be removed 
from the inventory in the near future.  An effective inventory of 928 spaces exists for future use. 

 
CCHE has no definitive guidelines for the analysis of appropriate parking space.  The 

City of Grand Junction, however, has zoning regulations that have been deemed appropriate and 
can give direction.  A summary of these minimum requirements follows on the next page. 
 
 
 

AREA   REQUIREMENT   MSC NEED 
        IN 2002 
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Employees   One space for each person  547  
 & Staff  (See Table B2-e, P. 47) 

 
Commuter   One space for every three  459  

  Students (See Table B2-d, P. 43)  
 

On-Campus   One space for every two beds  1,465 
  Residents (See Table B2-d, P. 43) 
 

TOTAL       2,471  
 

Based on the above, MSC is significantly deficient in parking space.  Based on the base 
future inventory of 928 spaces, the deficiency is 1,543 spaces.  The College now depends on 
surrounding on-street parking for space.  However, as the number of commuter students 
increases, this street parking is extending further and further from the College and presents 
problems with many of the surrounding residents. 

Quantity is not the entire problem, however.  Lot “A”, the largest on campus, contains 
469 spaces.  That lot is almost ½ mile from the major classroom building on campus – Houston 
Hall.  It is estimated that a more appropriate walking distance is ¼ mile.  (See “Handbook for 
Walkable Communities”, by Dan Burden and Michael Wallwork.)  In past years, there was 
general reluctance to use Lot “A” because of this distance.  That lot now, however, is full during 
much of the day. 

Special event parking is also a problem in lot “A”.  It is estimated that about 500 spaces 
are needed around Saunders Field House for athletic events.  (This is based on City of Grand 
Junction zoning estimates.)  However, much of lot “A” is filled with on-campus resident parking 
which has been traditionally only lot “C”.  Lot “C” contains 96 spaces.  Over 350 additional are 
needed.  They use Lot “A”, decreasing the availability of special event parking in front of 
Saunders Field House to about 150 spaces.  (It is currently estimated that between 50 and 70% of 
the on-campus residents now have cars.)  Special event parking is also a problem around other 
campus buildings – most notably the College Center and Walter Walker Fine Arts Center.  The 
need for close parking at night is becoming a need around the Library and Houston Hall. 

Additional parking – on the main campus – is urgently needed.  No parking problems 
exist at this time on the other campuses. 
 
I.H.4. Other: 
 

One of the qualities of the main Mesa State College campus is “compactness”.  This is 
desirable from the viewpoint of those who commute to the campus and have to walk from place 
to place – after parking.  However, this compactness is beginning to cause a significant decrease 
in the usable green space available to campus residents for “unscheduled” activities.   Those 
commuters who also spend a large amount of time on the campus have also noted the green 
space reduction. New buildings and parking lots are causing the campus to take on a more urban, 
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“less green” character.   
This character shift has become a major concern to the entire campus body.  From survey 

results to Faculty Senate declarations – all are saying that future planning must be accomplished 
with a balance of green space, buildings, and parking.  The campus needs all three.  
 

________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I.I Inventory of Existing Facilities: 
 
I.I.1. Campus Sites: 
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 Mesa State College has facilities in four separate locations in western Colorado – 
three in Grand Junction and one in Montrose.  The locations in Grand Junction are shown on the 
map below.  The Montrose location is adjacent to the downtown area in a renovated elementary 
school building attached to the new library facility.  (See Section I.B, page 7 of this document 
for these locations with respect to service areas.  Section I.B.6, page 15, describes access 
transportation networks.)   The following pages describe each campus site in detail. (Room 
inventory data is included in the various appendices indicated in prior analysis sections.  
Building inventory data, including pictures, floor plans, and physical condition sheets can be 
found in Appendix “Q”, Volume 2, of this document.) 
 

 
 
 
I.I.1.A. Main Campus: 
 

The main campus of Mesa State College is located at the north west corner of North Ave. 
and 12th Streets in Grand Junction.  The site contains approximately 45 acres of relatively flat 
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land.  The site plan below shows all buildings related to the main campus.   
 

 
 

The main campus is accessed by automobile.  The campus itself, however, is small 
enough that relatively quick pedestrian access to all areas is possible.  Maintenance workers use 
golf carts that can reach all buildings with ease.  However, conflicts are developing between 
pedestrian and golf cart traffic that will need to be separated as congestion grows.  
 The following pages present major utility distribution diagrams. 
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Electricity is distributed throughout the campus via an underground high voltage loop 
distribution system.  The College has a central metering system from Public Service Company.  
Power is received via an underground system on Orchard Avenue near Saunders Field House. 
This system has sufficient capacity for the previously mentioned Humanities and Social Sciences 
Project.  A significant addition of facilities beyond that project will require starting a new loop. 

The natural gas system is provided with transport gas service with a firm back-up supply 
from Public Service Company.  This service runs to a master meter and is then distributed 
through a Public Service Company owned system to individual meters at each building.  This is 
a new system that was constructed in 1998 and is designed for future expansion to the west.  The 
utility company owned lines run primarily in adjacent city streets. 

The College owned phone centrex system is located in Wubben Hall on College Place.  
The College has an underground distribution system to deliver phone service to all areas of the 
main campus.  A fiber optic system runs parallel with the phone system to provide computer 
networking to most areas of the campus.  The phone and computer distribution systems were 
designed to expand to the west across College Place.     

Major City owned collector sewer lines run along 12th Street to North Avenue and down 
Elm Avenue to 7th Street.  The College owns and maintains its own branch distribution system 
that connects to the City’s services.  No major problems are anticipated with campus expansion 
to the west. 

Water lines are looped around the campus in a total network for substantial safety in fire 
protection and other services.  Main water service is along North Avenue. The City’s water 
service connect to MSC at each building.  No major problems are anticipated with campus 
expansion to the west. 

Regarding storm sewers and drainage (not shown), city service is provided in a major 
underground drainage system with interceptors along 12th Street, Elm Avenue, and North 
Avenue.  Because the campus is relatively flat, drainage problems have occurred in the past. 
Careful consideration of drainage is required for each new construction project.  The City’s 
drainage system is adequate to serve all projects identified in this master plan. 

Site lighting and security has become a major issue on campus.  As the College initiates 
more night classes, the need for better lighting and security becomes evident. 

Sign systems on campus were developed when Mesa State College was much smaller 
and was accessed by people who lived in the area and were familiar with the campus.  Those 
systems, campus wide and for individual buildings, no longer function adequately.   

The campus has main identifier signs, building signs, directories and numerous other 
regulatory signs.  The main identifier signs are of different designs and are inappropriate at some 
locations.  The campus has no signage that identifies arrival.  The major corners on 12th Street – 
North Ave., Elm Ave., and Orchard Ave. – are locations where formal entrance signage should 
be developed. 

Individual building signs are generally consistent but need to be reviewed for overall 
conformance with the image the campus would like to present.  A recent study pointed to 
conflicts with image that exist with signage across the campus. 

The building directories are of marginal quality and are outdated.  The numerous 
regulatory signs present a negative image to visitors and users.     
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 As stated earlier, the campus has limited and decreasing green space.  A significant 
portion of the campus has mature landscaping.  Only a small area needs significant improvement 
and most of that is under construction.   

The siting of new buildings should be done very carefully to minimize impact on open 
green space.  The area to the west of campus is an older residential area that contains many high 
quality mature trees.  Assuming expansion of the campus into this area, the design of new 
facilities should take advantage of this mature vegetation as much as possible. In addition, the 
siting of projects now under consideration for funding – construction phase one of the 
Humanities and Social Sciences Project – should be reconsidered to preserve existing open 
space.  
 Regarding subsurface soil conditions, all major building projects generally have piling 
foundations.  This is a common condition throughout the Grand Junction area.  The water table 
is quite high, making extensive basement construction relatively expensive.  
 
I.I.1.B. Unified Technical Education Campus - UTEC: 
 
 A map of the UTEC campus is shown below: 

 
 The campus is located at the north east corner of Blichmann Ave. and 25 Road.  The site 
is in an industrial park, Foresite Park, that contains a number of diverse businesses, many of 
which directly compliment the educational activities at UTEC.   

The site contains approximately 12 acres and is relatively flat.  As is evident in the above 
map, the site is at capacity with buildings, parking, and green space.  Building “A” is included 



Mesa State College - Facilities Master Plan    
 

  

83

with the Mesa State College inventory.  Building “B” is controlled by the GVBOCES that 
oversees the operation of the entire campus.  (See page 5, section I.A.3.b, of this document for a 
description of the College’s relation to the GVBOCES.) 
 The entire campus is relatively new – the GVBOCES was established in 1991.  Because 
of this, all systems including utilities, signage, land use, and landscaping are consistent and work 
together to provide a viable educational institution.  All utilities and governing zoning 
regulations are accomplished as part of governance of the industrial park. 
 As noted above, the existing campus is at capacity.  One program – the electric lineman 
program – operates through UTEC but is physically located at the Mesa State College south 
campus.  As the student population and number of programs grows, the acquisition of land and 
additional facilities adjacent to this industrial park campus will be necessary.  
  
I.I.1.C. South Campus: 
 
 A map of the south campus is shown below. 
 
 The site contains approximately 151 acres of relatively flat land, and is located at the 
north west corner of 29 Road and D Road in Grand Junction.  There is one major building – the 
Industrial Energy Training Center (IETC) – located at the south east corner of the property.  

There are other small structures located on the property in various stages of disrepair which 
relate to a now discontinued agricultural program.  These structures are not included in the 
inventory and are to be removed. 
 The site now generally serves as a storage area for Mesa State College.  Besides 
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providing space for the UTEC lineman program (see above), the building operates as general 
storage for the entire campus.  
 All utilities are available to the site along D Road.  The relation to the main campus is 
somewhat limited because of a major rail yard located immediately north of the property.  This 
rail yard delays traffic between the south and main campuses at numerous times throughout the 
day.  The City of Grand Junction and Mesa County are in the process of developing a North-
South Corridor Project that may remove this access difficulty.  The completion of that project, 
however, is several years in the future.  Because of access difficulties, signage has not been a 
major consideration of the property.   
 Subsurface conditions on this site are similar to those on the main campus.  The property 
is traversed with major drainage ditches that functioned as a part of the agricultural program that 
now no longer exists. 
 The site is now underdeveloped as it relates to the rest of Mesa State College.  
Consideration must be given to its expanded use, understanding that limited access will be a 
prime consideration for a number of years. 
 
I.I.1.D.  Montrose Campus: 
 
 The Montrose Campus is located in the Buell Higher Education Center adjacent to the 
downtown area of Montrose, Colorado.  The Center is a renovated elementary school that is part 
of a newly constructed library facility for the City.  Mesa State College leases approximately 
12,640 GSF of the building, and, together with the Library, provides the area with higher 
educational services.  

The project was not completed and occupied by the College during the fall semester of 
1998.  It is not, therefore, listed in the building inventory.  The building’s use and ultimate 
development are now under discussion with the residents of the Montrose area.  (Space analysis 
sheets assumed that the project was occupied with classes given in the Montrose area during that 
period of time.  The analysis indicates that adequate space will be available for some time.) 
 It should be noted that the facility serves a large percentage of non-traditional students 
with night classes.  Full in-resident services, including physical education and many laboratory 
related courses, are not available to those students.  The development of a more comprehensively 
developed campus servicing the Montrose area depends on many factors that are beyond the 
scope of this five-year master plan. Campus development in this area, however, will remain a 
subject of increasing interest for the future.  
 
  

______________________ 
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I.I.2 Building Data by Functional Use Classification: 
 

As stated earlier, room inventory data is included in the various appendices indicated in 
prior analysis sections.  Building inventory data, including pictures, floor plans, and physical 
condition sheets can be found in Appendix “Q”, Volume 2, of this document.  Three different 
tables summarizing facilities for Mesa State College follow.  The first is a list of buildings with 
MSC and Risk Management numbers indicating gross and assignable areas, building addresses, 
and building values. 
 
 SPACE INVENTORY 
 MESA STATE COLLEGE 
 Fall Semester, 1997 
 
 BUILDINGS FOR MASTER PLAN ANALYSIS 
  

MSC 
BLDG. 
NO. 

 
RISK 
MGT. 
NO. 

 
BUILDING  NAME 

 
AREA 
(GSF) 

 
AREA 
(ASF) 

 
BLDG. 
ADDRESS 

 
BLDG. VALUE 

 
101 

 
213 

 
Houston Hall 

 
71,250 

 
39,680 

 
Main Campus, 1150 
North Ave. 

 
$ 9,628,344.00 

 
102 

 
224 

 
John U. Tomlinson 
Library 

 
68,793 

 
48,468 

 
Main Campus, 1120 
College Place 

 
$ 10,181,987.00 

 
103 

 
214 

 
Horace Wubben Hall 

 
43,375 

 
27,019 

 
Main Campus, 1316 
College Place  

 
$ 6,419,934.00 

 
104 

 
215 

 
R. F. Saunders Phys. 
Ed. Ctr. 

 
125,877 

 
89,920 

 
Main Campus, 1130 
Mesa Ave. 

 
$ 17,284,460.00 

 
105 

 
216 

 
Lowell Heiny Admin. 
Bldg. 

 
41,238 

 
27,582 

 
Main Campus, 1319 
N. 12th St. 

 
$ 6,103,597.00 

 
106 

 
217 

 
Wm. A. Medesy Hall 

 
26,456 

 
15,241 

 
Main Campus, 1340 
College Place 

 
$ 3,824,282.00 

 
107 

 
218 

 
Walter Walker Fine 
Arts Ctr. 

 
35,801 

 
22,372 

 
Main Campus, 1121 
N. 12th St. 

 
$ 5,298,906.00 

 
108 

 
219 

 
Campus Services 
Bldg. 

 
13,673 

 
10,477 

 
Main Campus, 1175 
Texas Ave. 

 
$ 889,457.00 

 
109 

 
New 

 
Science Center 

 
42,395 

 
28,397 

 
Main Campus, 1316 
College Place 

 
$ 11,847,717.00 

 
110 

 
221 

 
Residence (Cont. Ed.) 

 
1,756 

 
1,324 

 
Main Campus, 1170 
Elm Ave. 

 
$ 135,020.00 

 
111 

 
222 

 
Residence (Housing 
Off.) 

 
2,415 

 
1,790 

 
Main Campus, 1152 
Elm Ave. 

 
$ 185,691.00 

 
112 

 
223 

 
Service Center Annex 

 
1,070 

 
726 

 
Main Campus, 1543 
2 N. 12th St. 

 
$ 67,455.00 

 
115 

 
6004 

 
Residence 

 
1,939 

 
1,337 

 
1041 Mesa Ave. 

 
$ 104,224.00 
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(Foundation). 
 
116 

 
7087 

 
Unified Tech. Ed. 
Bldg. 1 

 
32,445 

 
28,785 

 
508 Blichmann 
Ave. 

 
$ 2,720,000.00 

 
201 

 
229 

 
Albers Hall 

 
5,400 

 
3,350 

 
Main Campus, 1172 
Elm Ave.   

 
$ 453,547.00 

 
202 

 
230 

 
Mary Rait Hall 

 
42,883 

 
23,703 

 
Main Campus, 1115 
Texas Ave. 

 
$ 4,674,247.00 

 
203 

 
231 

 
Tolman Hall 

 
44,178 

 
23,703 

 
Main Campus, 1140 
Texas Ave. 

 
$ 4,815,402.00 

 
204 

 
232 

 
Pinon Hall 

 
42,502 

 
22,411 

 
Main Campus, 1159 
Mesa Ave. 

 
$ 4,633,263.00 

 
205 

 
233 

 
W. W. Campbell 
College Ctr. 

 
54,100 

 
39,071 

 
Main Campus, 1151 
Elm Ave. 

 
$ 5,008,167.00 

 
206 

 
2014 

 
Walnut Ridge Apts., 
A Bldg. 

 
9,756 

 
8,760 

 
Main Campus, 1120 
Texas Ave. 

 
$ 887,796.00 

 
207 

 
2015 

 
Walnut Ridge Apts., B 
Bldg. 

 
8,568 

 
7,764 

 
Main Campus, 1120 
Texas Ave. 

 
$ 779,688.00 

 
208 

 
5094 

 
Walnut Ridge Apts., C 
Bldg. 

 
9,756 

 
8,760 

 
Main Campus, 1120 
Texas Ave. 

 
$ 887,796.00 

 
209 

 
5095 

 
Walnut Ridge Apts., 
D Bldg. 

 
8,568 

 
7,764 

 
Main Campus, 1120 
Texas Ave. 

 
$ 779,688.00 

 
210 

 
New 

 
Monument Hall 

 
46,328 

 
28,950 

 
Main Campus, 1102 
Elm Ave. 

 
$ 4,900,000.00 

 
301 

 
225 

 
Ind. Energy Training 
Ctr. 

 
14,661 

 
13,203 

 
South Campus, 
2890 D Road 

 
$ 1,231,381.00 

 
401 

 
226 

 
Residence (Day Care) 

 
3,505 

 
2,081 

 
1040 Bunting 

 
$ 204,707.00 

 
402 

 
227 

 
Residence 

 
2,196 

 
1,540 

 
1325 College Place 

 
$ 131,790.00 

 
403 

 
228 

 
Residence (Day Care) 

 
1,631 

 
1,498 

 
1002 Bunting 

 
$ 101,483.00 

 
404 

 
7471 

 
Modulars   

 
2,679 

 
1,857 

 
1335 College Place 

 
$ 111,343.00 

 
406 

 
7472 

 
Residence 

 
1,680 

 
1,061 

 
1345 College Place 

 
$ 71,442.00 

 
407 

 
7473 

 
Residence 

 
1,821 

 
1,463 

 
1445 College Place 

 
$ 71,442.00 

 
411 

 
New 

 
Residence (Police 
Building) 

 
3,168 

 
2,441 

 
1020 Elm Ave. 

 
$ 113,000.00 

 
413 

 
New 

 
Residence 

 
672 

 
486 

 
1031 Mesa 

 
$ 62,000.00 

 
412 

 
Lease 

 
Store (Theatre) 

 
5,616 

 
4,812 

 
1002 North Ave. 

 
Lease 

 
TOTAL 

 
 

 
 

 
818,151 

 
547,796 

 
 

 
$ 104,609,256.00 

 
Notes:  Building values are from a number of sources - Risk Management List dated 01/07/97; MSC Building Contents & 

Boiler Report dated 3/16/98; Letter to Rod Vanderwall, Agency Building List dated July 2, 1997. 
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 The tables that follow are similar to those indicated in the CCHE policy manual as Form 
III – Parts “A” and “B”.  These tables summarize space in the various categories found on the 
campus.  Part “A” summarizes space by use, and Part “B” (next page) by condition, ownership, 
and age.    
 

FORM III - PART A 
FACILITIES DATA SUMMARY - ROOM UTILIZATION 

INSTITUTION - MESA STATE COLLEGE 
     

Code Room Use Total Instruct. Publi
c 

Acad. Stu. Indep. Libraries Admin. Athletics Housing Physica
l 

 Categories Assign. Program Serv. Support Serv. Operat.     Plant 
  Sq. Ft.           

100 Classroom Facilities 51,496 51,496   
200 Laboratory Facilities 162,810 157,472 5,338   
300 Office Facilities 65,878 33,620 830 5,477 1,925 1,517 22,509  
400 Study Facilities 40,309 40,309   
500 Special Use Facilities 40,468 9,678  30,790 
600 General Use Facilities 28,928 5,071 23,857   
700 Supporting Facilities 25,205 3,579   21,626
900 Residential Facilities 132,702   132,702

Total Facilities in Use 547,796 252,266 830 10,409 32,913 1,925 41,826 22,509 30,790 132,702 21,626
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FORM III – PART B 
FACILITIES DATA SUMMARY – BUILDING INVENTORY 

INSTITUTION:  MESA STATE COLLEGE 
DATA CATEGORY ASSIGNABLE AREA SQ. FT. GROSS AREA SQ.FT. 

CONDITION  
   Satisfactory 229,620 334,556 
   Remodeling A 266,689 409,080 
   Remodeling B 27,909 41,101 
   Remodeling C 4,812 5,616 
   Demolition 0 0 
   Termination 18,766 27,798 
                      Sub-Total 547,796 818,151 
OWNERSHIP  
   Owned Fee Simple 321,249 419,347 
   Institution Amortizing 221,735 393,188 
   Holding Company 
Amortizing 

0 0 

   Leased or Rented 4812 5,616 
   Nominal Rate 0 0 
   Not Owned, Shared Non-
Postsecondary 

0 0 

   Not Owned, Shared Other 
Postsecondary 

0 0 

                      Sub-Total 547,796 818,151 
YEAR OF CONSTRUCTION  
   Pre-1900 0 0 
   1900-1930 0 0 
   1031-1950 61,796 101,704 
   1951-1960 1,790 2,415 
   1961-1970 270,702 426,971 
   1971-1980 34,908 39,327 
   1981-Present 178,600 247,734 
                      Sub-Total 547,796 818,151 
TOTAL 547,796 818,151 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I.J. Recommended Use or Removal of Existing Facilities by Enrollment Phase to 
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Maximum. 
 
 It is anticipated that Mesa State College will continue to use all of its facilities as they 
currently exist until new can be constructed.  A more complete description of modified building 
use is found in the next section (Section II) of this document.   However, it is recommended that 
the following buildings be removed from the main campus upon completion of all related new 
construction. 
  
 

A. Residential buildings  
 

1170 Elm Ave 
 1152 Elm Ave 
 1041 Mesa Ave 
 1040 Bunting 
 1325 College Place 
 1002 Bunting 
 1345 College Place 
 1445 College Place 
 1021 Elm Ave 
 1031 Mesa  
 

B. The modular buildings at 1335 College Place. 
 
C. Facilities Services Building and Annex (1543 ½ N. 12th) 

 
 
I.K. Recommended Construction of New Facilities by Enrollment Phase to Maximum. 
 
 Following is a listing with a brief description of recommended new facility construction 
based on prior analyses and documentation.  The projects are listed in priority order (first to last) 
within five different funding categories.  A map of the main campus showing the anticipated 
location of these projects is shown at the top of the next page.  Cost and construction scheduling 
analyses as well as a more complete justification and description are found in later sections of 
this document.  (See Section II.) 
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PROJECT TITLE  FUNDING  DESCRIPTION 
 
C1-1  Humanities &  Capital   Construction Phase I of 
  Social Sciences Construction  a project currently being 
  Facilities Addition    considered for funding by 
  Construction Phase I    the Legislature.  (See  
        “Humanities & Social 
        Sciences Facilities Program 
        Plan” dated May, 1998.) 
        A discussion of the location  
        Is found in Section II.A.2.a. 
 
C1-2  Humanities &  Capital   Construction Phase II of 
  Social Sciences Construction  the above referenced project. 
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  Facilities Addition     
  Construction Phase I      
         
C2  Technology   Special   Addition and upgrade of network 
  Infrastructure  Capital   and classroom technology     
     Technology  infrastructure to connect new   
     Funding  facilities and to enhance student 
        access. 
 
 
C3  Facilities Expansion, Capital   New classrooms and faculty  
  School of   Construction  offices for the Business 
  Professional Studies    Department.  Also involved 

are related Library and  
technology enhancements.   
Some remodeling of Houston 
Hall is included.  Land acquisition 
and additional parking are also 
included. 

 
C4  Facilities Services Capital   New facilities for the Facilities 
  Building  Construction  Services and Purchasing 

Departments.   Also included is 
land acquisition and parking.  (See 
below for Auxiliary Services 
portion of the project.) 

 
C5  Albers Hall  Capital   Provide space for expansion of 
  Renovation &   Construction  admission and counseling  
  Expansion     facilities. 
 
A6  Practice Field  Auxiliary  Development of practice field 
  Development      for sports on the South and  

Main Campuses.  Land acquisition 
on the main campus is also 
included. 

A1  Land Acquisition Auxiliary  Acquisition of land adjacent to 
  Main Campus     the Main Campus for expansion 

of both known and future  
facilities. 

 
A2  Development   Auxiliary  Acquisition and remodeling of  
  Center      an existing building to serve 
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        as a conference and institutional 
        advancement center. 
 
A3  Parking  Auxiliary  Additional ground level parking 

lots to serve the south end of  
the main campus. 

 
A4  Facilities Services Auxiliary  New facilities for auxiliary  
  Expansion     related facilities services. 
   
A5  College Center  Auxiliary  Expansion of the existing  
  Expansion     Campbell College Center to the 
        north.  Some remodeling of  
        the existing building is  

included. 
 
 
A6  Housing Project Auxiliary  Development of additional  
        on-campus housing.  Additional      
        parking is also included.   
 
A7  Seating Expansion, Auxiliary  Addition of seating and  
  Saunders Field     auxiliary gymnasium space 
  House      to Saunders Field House. 
 
  
U1  Land Acquisition, Local and  Acquisition of land adjacent 
  UTEC Campus Legislative  to the existing UTEC Campus. 
 
 
 
 The table (Similar to Form III – Part C) on the following page summarizes the space 
requirements for Mesa State College after completion of all recommended construction and 
existing building removal. 
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FORM III - PART C 
FACILITIES DATA SUMMARY - CONSTRUCTION AND UTILIZATION SUMMARY 

INSTITUTION:  MESA STATE COLLEGE - ALL CAMPUSES 
PLAN SUMMARY Total Classroom Laboratory Office & Library & Special General Support  Student 

 ASF & Service & Service Service Study Use Use Services Services 

  100 Series 200 Series 300 Series 400 Series 500 Series 600 Series 700 Series 900 Series

1.  Space Available 547,796 51,496 162,810 65,878 40,309 40,468 28,928 25,205 132,702 

2.  Space Required 555,252 52,410 132,896 83,313 50,542 40,468 28,928 33,993 132,702 

3.  Surplus (Deficit) (7,456) (914) 29,914 (17,435) (10,233)   (8,788)

4.  Plan Recommendation:    

    Net Space to be Removed (36,275) (1,836) (10,212)  (2,601) (21,626)

    

    Space to be added 180,711 7,091 33,870 27,647 10,233 12,000 11,000 30,414 48,456 

    (New or Acquired    

    Construction)    

    Final Space Configuration 692,232 56,751 196,680 83,313 50,542 52,468 37,327 33,993 181,158 

    Of Plan    

    
Laboratory space recommendations include dedicated laboratory space as justified in "Humanities and Social Sciences Facilities   
Program Plan" dated May, 1998.   
Office space to be removed includes existing residences currently being used for offices.   

 
 

_______________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 II.  FACILITIES MASTER PLAN 
 
II.A. PLANNING CONCEPTS 

 
IIA.1 Land Use Zones, Relationships, and Density 
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 The main campus of Mesa State College has historically been divided into four general 
land use zones: 
 
• Academic 
• Student Activity / Support 
• Housing 
• Physical Activity / Recreation 
 
These zones are shown on the following campus map. 
 

 
 The south end of the campus is classified as the Academic Zone and accommodates the 
academic buildings and library.  Buildings within this zone are organized around a central, 
landscaped open space corridor and pedestrian spine.  Buildings generally have a 2-sided 
orientation so that they are accessed and viewed from the open space as well as from 
surrounding streets.  Side yards between buildings provide for views and access into the campus. 
 Buildings in this zone are consistently large-scale structures of 2 to 3 stories.  This zone has the 
highest building density and has the least available parking when compared with other campus 
zones. 
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 A Student Activity / Support Zone is located along Elm Ave. and includes the 
Administrative Offices, the College Center, and the Facilities Services area.  Buildings in this 
area are of mixed character from large scale to residential in nature.  There is almost no open 
space and only limited parking. 
 The Housing Zone contains residence halls and apartments as well as the housing and 
related administrative offices. The residence halls present a common architectural form which 
define usable and secure open spaces.  This pattern of development, along with a bisecting north-
south pedestrian spine, helps to organize the area. The apartments and office buildings are of 
differing architectural character.  The removal of the residential buildings along Elm Ave. 
containing the housing and administrative offices will provide for final development of the open 
space in this zone.  (Residential building removal and open space development were goals of the 
last 1992 MSC Master Plan.  That goal remains in this plan.) 
 The north end of the campus contains the Physical Activity / Recreation Zone and 
features Saunders Field House, playing / practice fields, and tennis courts.  The building density 
in this area is the lowest with the majority of land being used for athletic fields and parking. 
  
II.A.2 Land Coverage Decisions 
 

In general, it is desired that the identified land use zones be maintained.  However, the 
completion of recent construction projects within the existing boundaries of the main campus 
have raised issues regarding building character and density as well as the need to maintain 
existing open spaces.  Additional land for expansion is necessary.  With one exception, the 
current campus area can no longer be viewed as appropriate for major building development. 

The exception mentioned above concerns the Humanities and Social Sciences Facilities 
Project currently waiting for funding by the Colorado Legislature.  That project is to be 
constructed in two phases, the first located in the open space immediately west of Houston Hall, 
and the second in the open space between Walter Walker Fine Arts Center and Heiny Hall.  
Because of programmatic needs, the second phase needs to be built in the space designated.  The 
first phase, however, should be moved.  Maintaining the open green space west of Houston Hall 
is a desire of the entire campus.  The first construction phase of the project should be moved to 
land west of the campus that has been acquired by the MSC Foundation.  (That land will be 
donated to the College upon approval of this Master Plan and subsequent related planning and 
donation documentation.)  A map of the area showing these phase locations is shown at the top 
of the next page. 
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 This expansion to the west , however, will have a significant impact on campus utility 
systems, most notably electricity and data networks.  These now function well within the 
confines of existing campus boundaries.  Building expansion to the west will require a 
significant addition to the data network.  The existing electrical distribution system can 
accommodate the Humanities and Social Sciences project.  Future buildings, however, will 
require an additional electrical loop. 
 Because of the natural campus boundaries created by the heavily traveled North Ave. and 
12th Streets, expansion toward the west is deemed most appropriate.  These streets are some of 
the most traveled in the City and present safety problems with pedestrian crossings.  However, 
consideration should be given to acquiring limited property to the east of the College in order to 
provide additional parking for that side of the campus.  (A more comprehensive description of 
this acquisition project can be found in Section II.D later in this document.) 
 One characteristic of the campus found most desirable is its “compact” nature.  It is a 
pedestrian campus with buildings within each zone readily accessible.  The only problem is that 
the zone with the most parking at the north end of the campus is too far from the academic zone 
where most classes are held.  The distance between these areas is almost ½ mile.  The desirable 
walking distance is ¼ mile.  Students, faculty, and staff now park on the streets adjacent to the 
academic zone creating problems in these residential areas.  (It should be noted, however, that 
the large parking lots on the north are now full on a regular basis.)  Parking which more directly 
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relates to the south end of campus is needed.  Alternative methods of campus access, whether by 
mass transit or bicycle are needed.  MSC is working with the City of Grand Junction and Mesa 
County in exploring and developing these alternatives. 

As the campus population has increased, conflicts between pedestrians and utility “golf 
carts” has become a problem.  Bicycle use on campus has also created problems.  The 
development of separate paths for pedestrians and other vehicles on the campus is needed. 

Because of the compact nature of the campus, Mesa State College has little need for a 
large fleet of maintenance trucks.  Maintenance personnel travel between buildings with small 
electric golf carts.  The College also leases vehicles on a regular basis instead of maintaining a 
large automobile fleet for employee travel.  Vehicle storage needs are therefore very limited. 
 With the increasing percentage of “out-of-area” students coming to the College, it has 
become evident that the existing signs and directional indicators no longer function adequately. 
A new system of information and direction identification is necessary.  The construction of new 
exterior signage and information kiosks, along with phones and other security devices, are 
envisioned.  Updating building directories and information is also desirable.  It is intended that 
landscaping will be very important in the revisions to campus identification.  Superior 
landscaping has always been an attractive part of the campus environment, and will continue in 
the future. Further, landscaping has contributed to educational opportunities on campus by 
coordinating new plantings with the Biology Department.  
 Technology has, and will continue to impact Mesa State College.  Opportunities for 
students to access the College in a variety of ways are now possible.  Electronic educational 
connections between campuses are also viable.  Expansion of these opportunities is now 
considered primary in order to create an economical and efficient use of resources.  (See 
Appendix “G”, Volume 2, for a complete discussion of plans for MSC’s use of technology.) 
 Because of their small size or lack of development, the other MSC campuses have not 
been zoned.  However, providing for land use and development of the South Campus is a 
recommendation within the context of this Master Plan. 
 
II.B. Campus Plans 
 
 A development map of the main campus is shown at the top of the next page.  It shows 
how the campus is to be developed in the next several years.  (The new projects to be 
constructed are described in Section II.D later in this document.)  This plan maintains the 
compact nature of the existing campus while providing parking on the south and adequate green 
space for informal use.  It is anticipated that development of additional intercollegiate athletic 
fields will be accomplished at the South Campus or other areas of the City.   
 Surveys of students, faculty, and staff have indicated a strong desire for some planning 
consistency in the architectural style, systems, and details of forthcoming projects.  While the 
campus currently maintains a mix of these elements, it is felt that some planning in this regard is 
necessary and would be beneficial to the campus as a whole.   
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C1 – HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES FACILITIES ADDITION 
C2 – TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE 
C3 – FACILITIES EXPANSION, SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 
C4 – FACILITIES SERVICES BUILDING 
C5 – ALBERS HALL RENOVATION & ADDITION 
C6 – PRACTICE FIELD DEVELOPMENT 
A1 – LAND ACQUISITION, MAIN CAMPUS 
A2 – PARKING 
A3 – DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
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II.C. FACILITIES CONSTRUCTION TIME SCHEDULES: 
 
 A bar graph of the planning and construction schedules for the various capital 
construction projects follows.  (The next Section II.D. gives a description of each project.)  It is 
understood that the schedules indicated below are preliminary and subject to variations in 
funding and project scope. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The graph on the top of the next page presents a preliminary schedule for auxiliary 

projects identified in this document.  As noted for capital projects, these schedules are 
preliminary and subject to variations in funding and project scope. 
 Project A1 – Land Acquisition, Main Campus – began in 1996 and is an ongoing 10-year 
project.  Project U1 – Land Acquisition, UTEC Campus – is not shown because of the unknown 
factors related to property availability.  It is believed, however, that the project could start as 
early as year 2000.  Project S1 – Signage and Security – is an on-going, self-funded project that 
is constructed as funds become available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ID Task Name
1 C1 - FUNDING

2 C1 - PLANNING

3 C1 - CONSTRUCTION

4 C2 - PLAN & CONST

5 C3 - PLANNING

6 C3 - CONSTRUCTION

7 C4 - PLANNING

8 C4 - CONSTRUCTION

9 C5 - PLANNING

10 C5 - CONSTRUCTION

11 C6 - PLANNING

12 C6 - CONSTRUCTION

13

14

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

C1 – HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES FACILITIES ADDITION 
C2 – TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE 
C3 – FACILITIES AXPANSION, SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 
C4 – FACILITIES SERVICES BUILDING 
C5 – ALBERS HALL RENOVATION & ADDITION 
C6 – PRACTICE FIELD DEVELOPMENT
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ID Task Name
1 A1 - PURCHASE PROP.

2 A2 - PLANNING

3 A2 - CONSTRUCTION

4 A3 - PLANNING

5 A3 - CONSTRUCTION

6 A4 - PLANNING

7 A4 - CONSTRUCTION

8 A5 - PLANNING

9 A5 - CONSTRUCTION

10 A6 - PLANNING

11 A6 - CONSTRUCTION

12 A7 - PLANNING

13 A7 - CONSTRUCTION

14

15

16

17

18

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

A1 – LAND ACQUISITION, MAIN CAMPUS 
A2 – PARKING 
A3 – DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
A4 – FACILITIES SERVICES EXPANSION, AUXILIARY 
A5 – COLLEGE CENTER EXPANSION 
A6 – HOUSING PROJECT 
A7 – SEATING EXPANSION, SAUNDERS FIELD HOUSE 
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II.D. Facilities Construction Economic Studies and Overall Estimates of Cost 
 
 The following sheets present a summary description of each project along with an 
estimated cost for construction.  All costs are in 1999 dollars.  A map, again showing the 
location of these projects, is presented below.  It should be noted that College Place, the 
street immediately west of the current campus, is partially closed.  This is an economical way 
of gaining significant green space. 
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PROJECT C1 – HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES FACILITIES ADDITION 
 
 This project is  currently waiting funding by the Colorado Legislature.  It contains no 
changes from the programmed project.  It should be noted that faculty involved in this 
project are currently using offices and laboratories located in residential buildings.   These 
offices and laboratories are not adequate for their intended function.  
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C1 – HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES  COST COST PER GROSS

FACILITIES ADDITION SQUARE FOOT

A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning 0  

    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.) 908,184  

    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other) 30,000  

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation 20,000  

    (5) Code Review & Inspection 6,000  

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 964,184  

B.  Land Acquisition   

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New   63,890 gsf 7,523,171  

        (b) Renov. Remodel   

    (2) Site Work 230,000  

    (3) Landscaping 200,000  

    (4) Utilities 220,000  

    (5) Percent for Art - 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4) 81,732  

    (6) Contingency 408,660  

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 8,663,563  

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment   

    (2) Replacement Equipment 1,152,000  

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS 1,152,000  

TOTAL PROJECT COST 10,779,747  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF 10,779,747  

                                           CF   

                                           FF   

                                           Other   
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PROJECT C2 – TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

This project expands the use and availability of developing technologies at Mesa State 
College in order to increase student’s access to educational resources.  In general, the project: 
 
• Expands the computer network to existing buildings not now connected. 
• Expands the computer network west of the main campus to areas being acquired. 
• Expands the capacity and speed of phone and computer networks that connect all MSC 

buildings, campuses, and beyond. 
• Provides for wireless connection to the campus network. 
• Provides for classroom connection to the internet and for multi-media presentations. 
• Provides for an additional distance learning classroom. 
• Initiates a student technology training center on campus. 

 
A more complete description and background can be found in the MSC Technology Master Plan 
found in Appendix “G”, Volume 2, of this document.  (Costs indicated in that appendix are for 
construction only.) 
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C2 - TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE COST COST PER GROSS

 SQUARE FOOT

A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning 5,205  

    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.) 104,092  

    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other)   

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation 20,000  

    (5) Code Review & Inspection 10,409  

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 139,706  

B.  Land Acquisition   

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New   

        (b) Renov. Remodel   

    (2) Site Work   

    (3) Landscaping   

    (4) Utilities 982,000  

    (5) Percent for Art – 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4) 9,820  

    (6) Contingency 49,100  

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 1,040,920  

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment   

    (2) Replacement Equipment   

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS 0  

TOTAL PROJECT COST 1,180,626  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF 745,626  

                                           CF 435,000  

                                           FF   

  Other    

PROJECT C3 – SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES FACILITIES EXPANSION 
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This project is based on the needs of the School of Professional Studies, especially those 

of the Business Department.  It resolves deficiencies in classroom and faculty office space 
identified in this document.  It also combines the needs of several other areas that directly relate 
to that department in order to provide facilities that will provide students with accessible, up-to-
date facilities.  Conceptually, the project imaginatively combines the best of academic facilities 
including classrooms, library facilities, and conference rooms in order to give students 
information access and educational opportunities in a variety of settings.  The project also 
renovates Houston Hall in order to modernize existing classroom facilities, and to provide 
faculty office space for the education department – moving them from Albers Hall into the 
academic zone of the campus.  

A preliminary analysis of space needs identifies the following: 
 
New Facilities: 
 
 AREA    ASF  GSF 
 
 Classrooms     4,851  7,135 
 Office Space – Business   6,374    9,374 
 Library    10,233  13,644 
 MIS      2,647    3,893 
 Academic Services    6,443    9,475 
 Conference Rooms    8,000  11,765 
 Misc.      1,200    1,765 
 

TOTAL   39,775  57,051  
 
Renovated Space: 
 
 Offices      3,104    4,565 
 Classrooms     6,374    9,374 
 
 TOTAL     9,478  13,939 
 
Also included in the overall project are land acquisition, utility expansion into newly 
acquired land, and related parking facilities. 
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C3 – SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES  COST COST PER GROSS

FACILITIES EXPANSION SQUARE FOOT

A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning 0  

    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.) 1,008,558   

    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other) 100,000  

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation 25,000  

    (5) Code Review & Inspection 105,397  

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 1,234,414  

B.  Land Acquisition 2,000,000  

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New      57,051 GSF 7,493,077  

        (b) Renov. Remodel    13,939 GSF 1,132,544  

    (2) Site Work 515,000  

    (3) Landscaping 50,000  

    (4) Utilities 320,000  

    (5) Percent for Art – 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4) 99,431  

    (6) Contingency 475,531  

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 10,085,583  

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment 400,000  

    (2) Replacement Equipment 350,000  

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS 750,000  

TOTAL PROJECT COST 14,069,997  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF 14,069,997  

                                           CF   

                                           FF   

                                           Other   

PROJECT C4 – FACILITIES SERVICES BUILDING 
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 This project provides an entirely new facility for the Facilities Services and 
Purchasing Departments.  The current location can no longer provide sufficient space for all 
necessary activities.  With truck access currently off of 12th Street, one of the most heavily 
traveled north-south streets in Grand Junction, safety has become a significant concern.  
Students cross the work compound to get to other parts of the campus.  This presents a 
growing hazard.  The current location for Facilities Services within the core of the campus 
has left no room for expansion and safe operations. 
 A preliminary space analysis has identified a need for 27,119 GSF in this new 
facility. Also included in the overall project are land acquisition and related parking 
facilities.  It should be noted that it is necessary for this project to occur before the expansion 
of the College Center can happen. 
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C4 – FACILITIES SERVICES BUILDING  COST COST PER GROSS

 SQUARE FOOT

A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning 0  

    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.) 394,567  

    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other)   

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation 20,000  

    (5) Code Review & Inspection 39,457  

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 454,024  

B.  Land Acquisition 1,200,000  

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New  27,119 GSF  3,132,333  

        (b) Renov. Remodel   

    (2) Site Work 260,000  

    (3) Landscaping 30,000  

    (4) Utilities 300,000  

    (5) Percent for Art – 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4) 37,223  

    (6) Contingency 186,117  

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 3,945,673  

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment 30,000  

    (2) Replacement Equipment 100,000  

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS 130,000  

TOTAL PROJECT COST 5,729,697  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF 3,724,303  

                                           CF 2,005,394  

                                           FF   

                                           Other   
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PROJECT C5 – ALBERS HALL RENOVATION AND EXPANSION 
 
 With the relocation of the Education Department from this existing building as a part of 
the School of Professional Studies Facilities Addition Project, Albers Hall will become an 
admissions and counseling facility.  Its central location at the Elm Avenue entrance to the main 
campus make it an ideal site for such activities.   
 A preliminary space analysis indicates the need for 5,400 GSF of renovated space and 
5,000 GSF of new space.  Also included with the project is related parking space construction. 
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C5 – ALBERS HALL RENOVATION AND  COST COST PER GROSS

EXPANSION SQUARE FOOT

A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning 0  

    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.) 112,996  

    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other)   

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation 15,000  

    (5) Code Review & Inspection 11,300  

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 139,296  

B.  Land Acquisition   

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New      5,000 GSF 500,000  

        (b) Renov. Remodel   5,400 GSF 351,000  

    (2) Site Work 175,000  

    (3) Landscaping 25,000  

    (4) Utilities 15,000  

    (5) Percent for Art – 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4) 10,660  

    (6) Contingency 53,300  

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 1,129,960  

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment   

    (2) Replacement Equipment 20,000  

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS 20,000  

TOTAL PROJECT COST 1,289,256  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF 1,289,256  

                                           CF   

                                           FF   

                                           Other   
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PROJECT C6 – PRACTICE FIELD DEVELOPMENT 
 
 As noted earlier in this document, Bergman Field, the one facility for outdoor recreation 
on the main campus, serves classes, intramural sports, and intercollegiate athletics.  That facility 
is over capacity, requiring the use of School District and City facilities located some distance 
from the College.  It is proposed that additional practice fields be acquired and developed 
adjacent to Bergman Field to the south.  In addition, it is proposed that additional fields be 
developed at the South Campus of the College.  Included are fields for football, soccer, and 
baseball practice.  Minimal locker room facilities at the south campus are also a part of the 
project. 
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C6 – PRACTICE FIELD DEVELOPMENT COST COST PER GROSS

 SQUARE FOOT

A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning 14,175  

    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.) 283,500  

    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other)   

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation 35,000  

    (5) Code Review & Inspection 28,350  

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 361,025  

B.  Land Acquisition 2,000,000  

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New   

        (b) Renov. Remodel   

    (2) Site Work 2,700,000  

    (3) Landscaping   

    (4) Utilities   

    (5) Percent for Art – 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4)   

    (6) Contingency 135,000  

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 2,835,000  

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment 50,000  

    (2) Replacement Equipment   

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS 50,000  

TOTAL PROJECT COST 5,246,025  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF 5,246,025  

                                           CF  

                                           FF   

                                           Other   
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PROJECT A1 – LAND ACQUISITION, MAIN CAMPUS 
 
 The Mesa State College Foundation has begun a land acquisition project for the 
expansion of the main campus.  With the help of the City of Grand Junction, a total of 
$3,400,000 has already been committed to an overall $5,000,000 project.  Land to be acquired is 
shown in the map below. 
 

 
The definition of priority areas is as follows: 
 
PRIORITY I – High Priority – These are properties which are needed in the near future to 
provide land for identified new facilities and to buffer College land uses from urban 
encroachment. 
 
PRIORITY II – Mid-Range Priorities – While there is no urgent need, these properties are 
contiguous to, or otherwise buffer, important College uses.  Properties which possess either (a) 
revenue generating potential to finance other land purchases, or (b) strategic location of value for 
a land exchange are considered mid-range priorities. 
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PRIORITY III – Long-Range Priorities – These periphery zones are contiguous to the main 
campus, and establish reasonable expansion possibilities for an extended future.16   
 
 Priority areas I and II are primarily residential.  Priority area III is heavily commercial. 
Because opportunities may arise in other areas surrounding the campus and in other areas of 
Grand Junction or MSC’s service area, the College must also be able to consider other properties 
outside of the mapped priority areas.   

The structures on some acquired properties will, of necessity, be needed temporarily for 
College purposes until all projects identified in this document are constructed.  Potential uses 
include direct academic, administrative or support use; revenue generation; and land exchange 
potential.  It is the intent of the College, however, to convert all land acquired to more permanent 
and efficient College use. 
 It should be noted that several projects noted in this master plan include the acquisition 
of additional land.  The $5,000,000 in local donations identified for this project provides for the 
purchase of a number of properties.   Those donations are not, however, sufficient to purchase all 
that will be necessary in the near future.  (Priority I area.)  The notation of land purchase in other 
project cost estimates is in addition to that noted in this project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
16 These priority definitions are based on statements first drafted by Colorado State University for their program of 
land acquisition.  See Colorado Commission on Higher Education, Agenda Item IV,B titled “Colorado State 
University – Long-Range Plan for Land Acquisition”, pages 4 and 5 of 5, dated May 4, 1995. 
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A1 – LAND ACQUISITION, MAIN CAMPUS COST COST PER GROSS

 SQUARE FOOT

A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning   

    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.)   

    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other)   

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation   

    (5) Code Review & Inspection   

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES   

B.  Land Acquisition 5,000,000  

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New   

        (b) Renov. Remodel   

    (2) Site Work   

    (3) Landscaping   

    (4) Utilities   

    (5) Percent for Art – 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4)   

    (6) Contingency   

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS   

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment   

    (2) Replacement Equipment   

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS   

TOTAL PROJECT COST 5,000,000  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF   

                                           CF   

                                           FF   

                                           Other   DONATIONS 5,000,000  
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PROJECT A2 – DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
 
 This project includes the acquisition of an existing Church and store located at the south-
west corner of the main campus.   These properties will become the basis for a Development 
Center with space for conferences, the administrative offices of Institutional Advancement, and a 
satellite college center.  (These areas have been identified as requiring additional space in prior 
sections of this document.) 
 The project provides for the renovation of the existing space and surrounding grounds in 
order to provide an appropriate place for events which do not fit within the normal College 
calendar.  The area also provides a major south entrance to the campus for both automobile and 
pedestrian traffic.     
 Overall, the project includes property acquisition and the renovation of 21,231 GSF of 
existing space. 
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A2 – DEVELOPMENT CENTER COST COST PER GROSS

 SQUARE FOOT

A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning 5,284  

    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.) 105,677  

    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other)   

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation 10,000  

    (5) Code Review & Inspection 10,568  

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 127,264  

B.  Land Acquisition 811,190  

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New   

        (b) Renov. Remodel   21,231 GSF 786,200  

    (2) Site Work 150,000  

    (3) Landscaping 14,500  

    (4) Utilities 10,000  

    (5) Percent for Art - 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4) 0  

    (6) Contingency 96,070  

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 1,056,770  

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment 75,000  

    (2) Replacement Equipment   

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS 75,000  

TOTAL PROJECT COST 2,070,224  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF   

                                           CF 1,036,190  

                                           FF   

                                           Other   DONATIONS 1,034,034  
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PROJECT A3 – PARKING 
 
 As described in section 1,H.5 of this document, Mesa State College’s parking deficiency 
is over 1500 spaces.  A major parking lot is needed on the south end of campus to respond to 
both general and special-event parking needs.  An auxiliary project of a 600 space parking lot is 
proposed in order to solve some of the problem.  Additional parking facilities are proposed as a 
part of other projects noted in this document.  They should be considered additional to those 
requested for this project.  Also included with this project is appropriate land acquisition.  
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A3 – PARKING COST COST PER GROSS

 SQUARE FOOT

A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning 7,088  

    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.) 141,750  

    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other)   

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation 10,000  

    (5) Code Review & Inspection 14,175  

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 173,013  

B.  Land Acquisition  

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New   

        (b) Renov. Remodel   

    (2) Site Work 1,200,000  

    (3) Landscaping 20,000  

    (4) Utilities 130,000  

    (5) Percent for Art - 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4) 0  

    (6) Contingency 67,500  

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 1,417,500  

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment 30,000  

    (2) Replacement Equipment   

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS 30,000  

TOTAL PROJECT COST 1,620,513  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF   

                                           CF 1,620,513  

                                           FF   

                                           Other   
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PROJECT A4 – FACILITIES SERVICES BUILDING – AUXILIARY 
 
 This project consists of the auxiliary portion of the Facilities Services Building noted as 
capital funded project C3.  Auxiliary functions will contribute 36% of the cost of this project - 
$2,005,394.  (See earlier project C3 for a description and total cost estimate of this project.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT A5 – COLLEGE CENTER EXPANSION 
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 This project consists of the construction of  approximately 32,381 GSF of new space and 
the renovation of  another 25,212 GSF in the existing Campbell College Center.  The purpose is 
to provide additional bookstore and food service as well as student service and auxiliary office 
space. 
 It is anticipated that the new facilities will be constructed over Elm Street to the north of 
the existing building into the area to be vacated by the Facilities Services and Purchasing 
Departments.  Additional parking and comprehensive site development in the area are included 
with the project.  (It should be noted that the completion of the Facilities Services Project will be 
necessary before this project can be constructed.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A5 – COLLEGE CENTER EXPANSION COST COST PER GROSS

 SQUARE FOOT
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A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning 32,818  

    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.) 656,358  

    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other)   

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation 15,000  

    (5) Code Review & Inspection 65,636  

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 769,811  

B.  Land Acquisition   

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New   32,281 GSF 4,035,125  

        (b) Renov. Remodel    25,212 GSF 1,890,900  

    (2) Site Work 250,000  

    (3) Landscaping 35,000  

    (4) Utilities 40,000  

    (5) Percent for Art – 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4) 0  

    (6) Contingency 312,551  

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 6,563,576  

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment 250,000  

    (2) Replacement Equipment   

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS 250,000  

TOTAL PROJECT COST 7,583,388  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF   

                                           CF 7,583,388  

                                           FF   

                                           Other   

 
PROJECT A6 – HOUSING PROJECT 
 
 As noted in an amendment to the 1992 MSC Master Plan, student housing is in short 
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supply in Grand Junction.  (See “Mesa State College Facilities Master Plan Amendment” dated 
January, 1995.)  While that short supply has been somewhat satisfied with the construction of a 
new residence hall (Monument Hall) on campus and with the addition of a new apartment 
complex a few blocks north of the campus, a waiting list for on-campus housing still exists.  
Additional on-campus housing may become necessary. 
 Preliminarily, the identified project consists of a 200-bed apartment complex located 
immediately west of Monument Hall.  Included are related housing offices and parking facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A6 – HOUSING PROJECT COST COST PER GROSS

  SQUARE FOOT

A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning 35,173  
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    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.) 703,467  

    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other)   

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation 35,000  

    (5) Code Review & Inspection 70,347  

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 843,987  

B.  Land Acquisition   

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New   57,500 GSF 6,274,688  

        (b) Renov. Remodel   

    (2) Site Work 250,000  

    (3) Landscaping 25,000  

    (4) Utilities 150,000  

    (5) Percent for Art – 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4) 0  

    (6) Contingency 334,984  

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 7,034,672  

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment 600,000  

    (2) Replacement Equipment   

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS 600,000  

TOTAL PROJECT COST 8,478,660  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF   

                                           CF 8,478,660  

                                           FF   

                                           Other   

PROJECT A7 – SEATING ADDITION – SAUNDERS FIELD HOUSE 
 
 This project provides an additional 500 seats in the main gymnasium at Saunders 
Field House.  These seats are to be located in the second floor auxiliary gym which opens to 
the main facility.  Construction consists of adding these seats and replacing the existing 
auxiliary gym space. 
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A7 - SEATING ADDITION – SAUNDERS COST COST PER GROSS

FIELD HOUSE SQUARE FOOT

A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning 9,062  

    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.) 181,243  
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    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other)   

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation 15,000  

    (5) Code Review & Inspection 18,124  

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 223,430  

B.  Land Acquisition   

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New   8880 GSF 1,132,200  

        (b) Renov. Remodel    7548 SQ. FT. 518,925  

    (2) Site Work 25,000  

    (3) Landscaping 10,000  

    (4) Utilities 40,000  

    (5) Percent for Art – 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4) 0  

    (6) Contingency 86,306  

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 1,812,431  

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment 200,000  

    (2) Replacement Equipment   

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS 200,000  

TOTAL PROJECT COST 2,235,861  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF   

                                           CF 2,235,861  

                                           FF   

                                           Other   

PROJECT U1 – LAND ACQUISITION, UTEC CAMPUS 
 
 As noted earlier in this document, the UTEC campus is in need of acquiring additional 
land for expansion purposes.  Parcels of land north and east of the campus have been identified 
as appropriate for expansion purposes – some with existing buildings that relate directly to 
programs currently in operation.  The dollar estimate of $6,200,000 is deemed sufficient to 
acquire enough adjacent property to satisfy the needs of the campus for some time to come. 
 It must be noted, once again, that UTEC is under control of the GVBOCES and that final 
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decisions of this nature require the consideration of organizations other than MSC.  (See page 5, 
section I.A.3.b, for a description of the operating conditions.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U1 - LAND ACQUISITION - UTEC CAMPUS COST COST PER GROSS

 SQUARE FOOT

A.  Professional Services   

    (1) Program Planning   

    (2) Arch. & Eng. (Bldg.)   
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    (3) Arch. & Eng. (Other)   

    (4) Surveys & Site Investigation   

    (5) Code Review & Inspection   

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES   

B.  Land Acquisition 6,200,000  

C.  Construction   

    (1) Building   

        (a) New   

        (b) Renov. Remodel   

    (2) Site Work   

    (3) Landscaping   

    (4) Utilities   

    (5) Percent for Art – 1% of Sum of C(1) - C(4) 0  

    (6) Contingency 0  

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 0  

D.  Movable Equipment   

    (1) New Equipment   

    (2) Replacement Equipment   

TOTAL EQUIPMENT COSTS 0  

TOTAL PROJECT COST 6,200,000  

Requested Source of Funds:  CCF   

                                           CF   

                                           FF   

                  Other   INDETERMINATE 6,200,000  

 
II.E. ALTERNATIVES: 
 
 The preceding list of projects was developed with a view toward minimizing costs and 
maximizing efficient use of resources while responding to needs and conditions as they are 
perceived to exist within the next few years.  Alternatives have been reviewed and discussed as a 
part of the planning process.  A brief description of these follows: 
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II.E.1 Increase Building Utilization: 
 
 The information presented earlier regarding class and laboratory utilization was based on 
CCHE guidelines and expectations for class utilization as presented in the referenced policy 
manual.  Changing those expectations would, of course, dramatically affect the outcome of a 
revised numerical analysis potentially resulting in increased building utilization.  Without some 
definitive direction from CCHE changing expectations, however, such an analysis would be 
premature.   
 But Mesa State College expects to operate within the context of increased classroom 
utilization.  The analysis of classroom utilization previously presented (see pages 53 and 54, 
Section I, Volume I) indicates that in the base semester, fall, 1997, a deficit of 2859 ASF existed. 
It is expected that within five years the deficit will grow to 7091 ASF or about 16% of existing 
classroom space.   

The approved program plan for the Humanities and Social Sciences Facility Addition 
project (Project C1, pages 102 & 103, Section II, Volume I) provides for the addition of 2240 
ASF of classroom space reducing the base year need to 619 ASF.  Assuming construction of that 
space, the projected five-year deficit will then be 4851 ASF or about 11% of existing.     

It is anticipated, however, that project funding and scheduling will impact the final 
utilization deficit.  The anticipated “best guess” schedule previously presented (see page 99, 
Section II, Volume I) shows project C3 – Facilities Expansion, School of Professional Studies, 
being completed 6 years from the base year.  (This is the project that will satisfy the classroom 
deficit.)  Essentially, it is projected that the building will open with classrooms being utilized at 
or above current CCHE expectations. 

Numerical analyses, however, do not provide the entire picture.  Access demand must 
also be considered.  MSC has traditionally responded to its student’s need to have the majority 
of classes in the morning.  This allows for part-time afternoon and evening work schedules.  As 
discussed earlier (see pages 29 & 51, Section I, Volume I), afternoon class utilization is 
increasing.  MSC is able to increase  the number of afternoon classes because of a decrease in its 
older (over 24) student population who need to work.off-campus.  Further, MSC is developing 
its Mesa at Night program in order to respond to a developing educational need for students who 
work full-time all day. (See page 34, Section I, Volume I)  MSC is responding to changes in the 
makeup of its student body by increasing access potential, resulting in increased building 
utilization.  
  
 
II.E.2 Increase Electronic Course Delivery: 
 
 Mesa State College currently provides courses over a variety of electronic media.  Links 
have been established with other institutions throughout the State and are already producing 
results.  Courses over compressed video are currently being offered to our Montrose Campus 
significantly increasing the capability of that facility.  A limited number of courses are available 
over the internet, and others are being developed for transmission over the CIVICS and 
WestCEL networks.  Recent funding for a duplex microwave system to be located at UTEC will 
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provide an electronic network connecting the College east as far as Denver, north to Craig, and 
South to LaPlata County. 
 Project C-2, Technology Infrastructure, previously identified, speaks directly to this 
alternative course delivery method.  It provides funds for updating speed and capacity of on and 
off-campus networks as well as providing funds for classroom distance learning equipment and 
training. 
 But simply having off-campus electronic courses is not the entire problem.  MSC’s 
technology role  must be both economically efficient as well as educationally sound.  MSC is 
currently evaluating its course offerings to assure that they meet the needs of this highly 
competitive developing educational market.  A reasonable return on dollars spent keeping 
current with developing technologies must be realized. 
 Off-campus technology dollars need to be balanced with those spent for on-campus 
instruction.  Technology in the classroom is now a part of the campus.  The campus experience 
expected by students and their parents includes traditional as well as technologically based 
instruction.  The expectation also includes social experiences that extend well beyond classroom 
or computer interactions.  MSC recognizes, as technologies develop and society changes, that 
the social role as well as student expectation of the campus experience will change and that MSC 
will respond appropriately. 
    
II.E.3 Lease Space: 
 
 Mesa State College has investigated the possibility of leasing office space adjacent to the 
College in order to expand facilities.  According to information provided by leading real estate 
specialists, that space is simply not available in Grand Junction at the present time.  Construction 
of new office facilities has not kept pace with the increased demand.  The continuing population 
growth in Grand Junction and Mesa County has outpaced needed office construction that might 
be otherwise available to the College.  
 It should be noted that Mesa State College, as a teaching institution, is more limited in its 
available resources than is a major research institution.  The College does not have the 
opportunity to share available research assets and facilities as do many universities. 
 
 
 
 
II.E.4 Target Enrollment: 
 
 One suggestion for limiting facility needs is for the College to better manage, or limit its 
enrollment.  Mesa State College has, in fact, raised its expectations of incoming baccalaureate 
students over the past few years in order to control enrollment and to increase the possibility of 
student success.   

Colorado statutes require that the College serve a wide population with a wide variety of 
programs.  Mesa State College has tried to provide programs that serve a significant portion of 
that population and has been commended by CCHE in the past for its efforts.   
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II.E.5 Joint Operating Agreements: 
 
 Mesa State College continually looks for joint operating agreements which will lead to 
efficient use of facilities.  The College currently maintains such an agreement with School 
District 51 which has led to the creation of Grand Valley BOCES that operates the Unified 
Technical Educational Campus (UTEC).  The Western Colorado Graduate Center, located on the 
Main Campus of Mesa State College, continues to provide graduate degree opportunities to the 
surrounding population.  The Montrose campus of Mesa State College shares its facilities and 
resources with the Montrose library.  The College continues to develop educational opportunities 
throughout the region through the continued development of its distance learning capabilities 
previously discussed. 
 
II.E.6 New Space Funding Options: 
 
 The projects identified for funding represent a significant addition to campus facilities. 
The capital projects are to be funded through legislative action.  Others can be funded through 
revenue increases generated by the projected increase in student population.  However, complete 
development will strain the College’s resources to provide for the cash funded auxiliary projects. 
Significant donations are required, even beyond the $5,000,000 indicated in the Land 
Acquisition Project (A-1).  Mesa State College is increasing its efforts to attract gifts and grants 
to support the anticipated growth. Opportunities for funding through student fee increases are 
also being investigated. 

Where possible, the College will pursue opportunities for sharing facility development 
with other entities – Mesa County, City of Grand Junction, and School District 51. It is further 
anticipated that private industry may be able to support campus housing development   

__________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II.F. SUMMARY: 
 
 The conditions of enrollment expansion with resulting space and facility projects 
identified in this document are sufficient to allow for the continued reasonable growth of Mesa 
State College.  Indeed, facility expansion is necessary for that growth to continue.  Following is 
a summary listing of the anticipated projects. 
 
Project  Title       Cost 
 
C-1  Humanities & Social Sciences Facilities Addition  $10,779,747 
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C-2  Technology Infrastructure     $  1,180,626 
C-3  Facilities Expansion, School of Professional Studies  $14,069,997 
C-4  Facilities Services Building     $  3,724,303 
C-5  Albers Hall Renovation & Addition    $  1,289,256 
C-6  Practice Field Development     $  5,246,025 
Total Capital Funded Projects      $36,289,954 
 
A-1  Land Acquisition, Main Campus    $  5,000,000 
A-2  Development Center      $  2,070,224 
A-3  Parking       $  1,620,513 
A-4  Facilities Services Building, Auxiliary    $  2,005,394 
A-5  College Center Expansion     $  7,583,388 
A-6  Housing Project      $  8,478,660 
A-7  Seating Expansion, Saunders Field House   $  2,235,861 
Total Auxiliary Funded Projects      $28,994,040 
 
U-1  Land Acquisition, UTEC Campus    $  6,200,000 
Total UTEC         $  6,200,000 
 
TOTAL ALL         $71,483,994 
 
 

As noted earlier, the main and UTEC campuses are currently at capacity.  The over 
$71,000,000 in projects will allow for the efficient expansion of academic systems as well as 
additional land and support facilities for all areas.  They also provide for the economical 
expansion of the ways in which the campuses are connected.  Through the use of developing 
technologies, students will have a variety of economical ways of accessing the College and its 
resources.  In the end, all of Colorado will benefit.  
 

________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
II.G. SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
 
The following documents are the result of questions from CCHE.  Also included are copies of 
CCHE meeting minutes which provide future direction in the use of this master plan.  (The 
meeting minutes are copies of internet information.) 
 

________________________________ 
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