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Golf Cart Safety Memorandum
Effective Date:   09/8/2026
1.  Purpose 
Golf carts and numerous other small, motorized vehicles provide a quick and easy way to get around our campus. However, they also present an injury risk to drivers, passengers, and pedestrians, while also posing a fairly signification property risk to CMU. The purpose of this MOU is to establish consistent requirements for the safe operation, maintenance, and use of low-speed utility vehicles on campus. The goal is to reduce collisions, injuries, property damage, and disruptions to pedestrian traffic, while allowing carts to be used in support of legitimate and necessary campus operations.  Campus Utility Vehicles are not allowed for convenience purposes only and must be used in conjunction with official, approved University business.   
2. Scope
This plan shall apply to:
All Faculty, staff, students workers operating campus-owned, leased, or authorized Campus Utility Vehicle[footnoteRef:1]. The use of which includes carts used for transportation, facilities work, groundskeeping, security, events, athletics, or other university business. The scope of this memorandum does not apply to CMU-owned or operated automobiles.   [1:  Campus Utility Vehicle (CUV) – Golf carts, Gators, UTV’s, tractors, lifts, fork lifts (tool carriers), and all other small motorized vehicles that travel interior pedestrian corridors  ] 

3. Driver Requirements
Only authorized Users shall operate university Campus Utility Vehicle (CUV).  
· Minimum requirements to operate a university golf cart include:
· Valid driver's license, if required by university policy or applicable law.
· Completion of university-approved golf-cart safety training.
· Departmental authorization before operating a cart.
· No operation while impaired by alcohol, cannabis, drugs, fatigue, or any other condition that affects safe driving.
· Seat belts must be worn, when provided.

· Drivers must always follow campus traffic rules and speed limits.
4. Training
All existing users will go through initial training when their yearly MVR (Motor Vehicle Report)[footnoteRef:2] becomes due.  New hires who will operate Campus Utility Vehicle shall receive training as part of their onboarding process.  As part of that process, there will be a written test, and when practicable, hands-on instruction.    [2:  Motor Vehicle Report – shall be submitted for approval annual and must include year, make, model, intended use??? What else do we need to know before issuing an annual approval of cart use?] 

5. Speed and Traffic Controls
Campus Utility Vehicle shall never exceed 10 mph.  Campus Utility Vehicle shall not exceed 5 mph in crowded areas, near building entrances, shared-use sidewalks, event areas, and any other congested locations. CUV’s shall not be operated during passing periods.[footnoteRef:3]     [3:  Passing Periods – 10-15 minute intervals between the end of one class and the start of the next. ] 

· Drivers shall:
· Yield to pedestrians.
· Slow substantially at intersections and crossings.
· Stop when visibility is inadequate.
· Use headlights and warning devices when appropriate.
· Avoid passing pedestrians in confined areas.
· Never assume pedestrians see or hear the cart.
6. Carts Areas of Operation
See Exhibit A, Authorized Golf Cart Routes.
7. Vehicle Maintenance and Inspection Standards
Every university CUV shall have a unique identification number and meet university equipment requirements.  (See Exhibit B, Golf Cart Identification Standards.)   All Campus Utility Vehicle shall be subject to periodic maintenance and remain in good condition acceptable to the University.  (See Exhibit C, Golf Cart Preventative Maintenance Checks and Services.)  Any golf cart with a safety-critical defect or otherwise not up to CMU maintenance standards shall be taken out of service until repaired.     


8. Passenger and Cargo Rules
The University has many different makes and models of Campus Utility Vehicle.   All Users shall follow manufacturer seating and weight limits.  Equipment should be secured so it cannot fall into the roadway or pedestrian path.
Users are prohibited from the following:
· Riding on the roof, hood, rear platform, or other unauthorized locations.
· Standing while the cart is moving.
· Sitting on another passenger's lap.
· Carrying loads that obstruct the driver's vision.
· Towing unauthorized equipment.
· Transporting more people or cargo than the cart is designed to carry.
9. Pedestrian Safety
Pedestrian safety is of paramount importance for all who operation a CUV.    
Accordingly, Users shall at all times consider the following:
· Pedestrians always have priority in designated pedestrian areas;
· Drivers must slow before entering crowded areas;
· Drivers should use the horn sparingly as a warning rather than as a substitute for slowing;
· Carts should not follow pedestrians closely;
· Drivers should make eye contact where possible before crossing pedestrian paths;
· Departments should avoid unnecessary cart trips during peak pedestrian periods; AND
· In particularly congested areas and times such as between class periods, carts are not to be used.     
13. Incidents and Near Misses
If a User is involved in a cart-related Incident or Near Miss, they shall immediately report it using CMU’s Incident Report ticket.  The Incident Report ticketing system is currently located at: Mavzone>Service Desk>Facilities>Incident Reports.  If there is an injury, Users must also immediately notify HR.     
Examples of Incidents and Near Misses include, but are not limited to the following:   
· Collisions;
· Pedestrian strikes;
· Property damage;
· Injuries;
· Cart rollovers;
· Mechanical failures affecting safety; AND 
· Any near miss or otherwise hazardous condition.
15. Department Administrative Responsibilities
Campus Utility Vehicle are operated by individual departments.  Use of other departments carts without the original department operator’s permission is explicitly prohibited.     
16. Enforcement
CMU has a zero-tolerance for serious violations of this Policy.  Serious Violations may result in immediate suspension of driving privileges.   
Examples of serious violations:
· Any reckless operation
· Operating while impaired
· Speeding substantially above the authorized campus limit
· Carrying unauthorized passengers
· Bypassing required safety equipment
· Operating a cart known to have a safety-critical defect
· Failure to yield to pedestrians
· Operating vehicle during passing periods
17. Cart Operation
Common sense, courtesy and safety should be the rule at all times. Cell phones, 2-way radios, entertainment radios or music players of any kind should not be used by the operators of unlicensed vehicles while in motion.  Stop the vehicle before making a call or answering the radio. All occupants of unlicensed vehicles shall keep hands, arms, legs and feet within the confines of the vehicle at all times when the vehicle is in motion. Carts are expected to obey all normal traffic rules, stop signs, and other regulations. must be equipped with lights if used before dawn or after dusk



Exhibit A
Authorized Golf Cart Routes	Comment by Kolyer, Dakota: This is just for facilities at the moment 
Unlicensed vehicles should NEVER be driven on/across North Avenue.
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Exhibit B
Golf Cart Identification Standards

Effective immediately, University Campus Utility Vehicle will be properly identified, according to University Standard.  All will be identified by a 3-inch, black decal on the rear of the cart/trailer with each Department’s unique 4 digit ID, followed by a sequential number, starting with 001.  For example, the Grounds team first golf cart will be XXXX-001, and their second cart will be XXXX-002, and so on.   	Comment by Kolyer, Dakota: Trailers?	Comment by Kolyer, Dakota: And can we use cost center numbers? 



















Exhibit C 
CUV Preventative Maintenance Checks and Services
The following should be periodically checked on University Campus Utility Vehicle:    
· Functional brakes and steering;
· Working headlights and rear lights where appropriate;
· Reflectors;
· Horns, bells etc.;
· Seat belts, as appropriate;
· Mirrors;
· Parking brake;
· Reverse warning system;
· Tire wear;
· Visible Damage;
· Battery & related charging system;
· Secured cargo areas;
· Manufacturer and University required safety equipment; AND
· Dangerous modifications.



Exhibit D 
CUV Numbers and Department Use

	Department
	                              Count 

	Admissions
	4

	Ath Dept. - Athletic Training 
	3

	Ath Dept. - Event Operations 
	1

	Ath Dept. - FB Program 
	2

	Ath Dept. - Softball
	1

	ATLAS
	4

	Campus Safety
	1

	Custodial
	5

	Foundation
	1

	HVAC
	10

	Information Technology
	1

	Parking
	5

	Structural Trades
	11

	Student Life 
	1

	Utilities
	3

	Grounds
	18

	Marching Band  
	1

	Grand Total
	72





Executive Memorandum
To: Colorado Mesa University Leadership
From: Facilities Services / Capital Planning
Date: September 8, 2026
Subject: Summary of Campus Utility Vehicle (Golf Cart) Safety Memorandum
Executive Summary
The proposed Campus Utility Vehicle (CUV) Safety Memorandum establishes university-wide requirements for the safe operation, maintenance, and oversight of golf carts and other low-speed utility vehicles used on Colorado Mesa University property. The policy is intended to reduce injuries, pedestrian conflicts, vehicle collisions, property damage, and operational disruptions while ensuring utility vehicles are used only for legitimate university business needs.
Key Policy Provisions
Authorized Use and Scope
The memorandum applies to all faculty, staff, and student employees operating university-owned, leased, or authorized utility vehicles, including golf carts, Gators, UTVs, tractors, lifts, forklifts, and similar equipment operating within pedestrian areas. Utility vehicles may not be used solely for convenience and must support approved university operations.
Driver Authorization and Training
Operators must:
· Be departmentally authorized.
· Complete university-approved safety training.
· Possess a valid driver's license.
· Operate vehicles free from impairment, fatigue, or other conditions affecting safety.
· Comply with seat belt requirements and passenger restrictions.
Training is required for all existing and new operators and includes both written instruction and practical operation. Topics cover vehicle controls, pedestrian awareness, speed management, cargo handling, weather precautions, battery safety, accident reporting, and campus-specific operating routes.
Traffic and Pedestrian Safety
The policy prioritizes pedestrian safety through strict operating requirements:
· Maximum vehicle speed of 10 mph.
· Maximum speed of 5 mph in congested areas and near building entrances.
· Prohibition on cart operations during class passing periods.
· Mandatory yielding to pedestrians at all times.
· Reduced speeds at intersections and crossing points.
Departments are encouraged to minimize vehicle use during peak pedestrian traffic periods.
Vehicle Maintenance and Inspection
All university utility vehicles must:
· Have a unique identification number.
· Meet CMU equipment standards.
· Participate in routine maintenance and inspection programs.
· Be removed from service immediately when safety-critical defects are identified.
Supporting exhibits establish identification standards, approved routes, and preventive maintenance requirements.
Passenger and Cargo Requirements
Operators must comply with manufacturer seating and load limits. Unsafe practices such as standing while in motion, riding in unauthorized locations, carrying obstructive loads, or transporting excessive passengers or cargo are prohibited.
Incident Reporting and Accountability
All incidents and near misses must be reported immediately through CMU's Incident Reporting process. Events requiring reporting include:
· Collisions
· Pedestrian strikes
· Property damage
· Injuries
· Safety-related mechanical failures
Injury-related incidents also require immediate notification to Human Resources.
Compliance and Enforcement
The memorandum establishes a zero-tolerance approach for serious safety violations. Immediate suspension of driving privileges may occur for:
· Reckless operation
· Impaired driving
· Excessive speeding
· Failure to yield to pedestrians
· Unauthorized passengers
· Circumvention of safety equipment
· Operating vehicles with known safety defects
· Operating vehicles during passing periods
Departments retain responsibility for vehicles assigned to them, and cross-departmental use is prohibited without permission.
Strategic Impact
Implementation of this policy will create a consistent campus-wide safety framework, improve risk management, strengthen pedestrian protections, clarify departmental responsibilities, and reduce institutional liability associated with utility vehicle operations. The memorandum aligns vehicle use with operational necessity while establishing clear expectations for training, maintenance, reporting, and enforcement.
Recommendation
Adopt the memorandum and accompanying exhibits as the official CMU Campus Utility Vehicle Safety Program, establish annual operator certification tied to the Motor Vehicle Report process, and monitor incident trends to evaluate policy effectiveness and identify future safety improvements.
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