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Public views on environmental regulations over time

Stricter environmental laws and regulations are worth the cost
65 65

62% 59
339 37 37
28

Stricter environmental laws and regulations cost too
many jobs and hurt the economy

1994 1998 2002 2006 2010 2014 2018
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults 1994-July 9, 2017.
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Widening political divides over whether stricter environmental
laws and regulations are worth the cost

Democrat 76 (7

66 67

Republican
36

1994 1998 2002 2006 2010 2014 2018

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults 1994-July 9, 2017.
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Views on environmental regulations by state

Stricter environmental laws and regulations are worth the cost

National average: 57%

More say worth the cost
Il 68 -71%
[ 62 -66%
[ 154-60%
[ 1]145-53%
L 1 38-40%

Fewer say worth the cost

—".‘-«.,\__ P h
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.
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In Colorado, Republicans and Democrats have different views on
whether stricter environmental regulations are worth the cost

Cost too many jobs and
hurt the economy Are worth the cost

All Colorado
POLITICAL PARTY

Rep/lean Rep

Dem/lean Dem
POLITICAL IDEOLOGY

Conservative

Moderate

Liberal

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.
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Most Republicans say it is possible to cut environmental
regulations and still protect air and water quality

It is possible/not possible to cut back on environmental regulations and still effectively protect air and
water quality in the U.S.

No, not possible Yes, possible

Republican/Lean Rep 35 [T I o3
Demoorat/Lean Dem 63 [ I -5

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 3-7, 2017.
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Most Americans report concern for the environment; one-in-five
try to act on that concern all the time

In their daily life, they are ___ about helping the environment

Particularly Not particularly
concerned concerned

75% 24%

They make an effort to live in ways that help protect the environment

Not too Not
All of the time Some of the time often at all

. ‘ ‘
63 13 4

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.

April 18, 2018 Pew Research Center %@



A decade of political divides over climate change

Earth is getting warmer mostly due to human activity

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2017

Pew Research Center surveys of U.S. adults 2006 through May 10-June 18, 2017.
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A decade of political divides over climate change

Earth is getting warmer mostly due to human activity
78

Democrat

53

Republican 24

28

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2017

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center surveys of U.S. adults 2006 through May 10-June 6, 2016.

April 18, 2018 Pew Research Center %@



Democrats with high science knowledge are more likely to think
human activity mostly accounts for climate change

The Earth is warming mostly due to human activity

Republican Democrat
Among those who have ____science Among those who have ___ science

knowledge knowledge

=n El Bl

Low Medium High Low Medium High

Note: Beliefs about climate change include those who “lean” toward each response. Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the
parties. Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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Many Americans expect harms from global climate change

It is ___that each of the following will occur due to climate change

m Very likely  m Fairly likely Not too likely  m Not at all likely

Harm to animal wildlife and
their habitats 43 36 15
Storms become more severe 42 36 15 n

More droughts or water

42 34 17 H
shortages

Damage to forests apd 49 35 16 H
plant life

Rising sea levels that er.ode a1 35 17 E
beaches and shore lines

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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Liberal Democrats are more likely to believe harms will occur

due to climate change
It is very likely that each of the following will occur due to climate change

® Conservative Republican @ Liberal Democrat U.S.
Mod/lib Republican ® Mod/cons Democrat adults
Harm to animal wildlife and habitats 21 @ o ® 66 43
Storms become more severe 19 @ ® 060 42
More droughts or water shortages 16 @ [ ® 69 42
Damage to forests and plant life 19 @ [ ® 68 42
Rising sea levels that erode shore lines 16 @ [ ® 67 41
CI) | 2IO 4IO | 6IO | 8IO | 1(I)O

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.

April 18,2018
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36% of Americans say they care a great deal about the issue of

global climate change
Care about the issue of global climate change ...

M A great deal mSome Not too much/Not at all
U.S. adults 36 38 26
Conservative Republican 17 29 53
Mod/lib Republican 25 57 18
Mod/cons Democrat 40 42 17
Liberal Democrat 64 30 £5)

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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Climate-engaged think harms are very likely from climate change

It is very likely that each of the following will occur due to climate change
Among those who care about climate change...

Some A great deal Us.
adults
Harm to animal wildlife and their habitats 13 [ ® 74 43
Storms become more severe 16 o ® 74 42
More droughts or water shortages 10 o ® 73 42
Damage to forests and plant life 7 ® ® 74 42
Rising sea levels that erode shore lines 8 [ ® 74 41
0 20 40 60 80 100

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.

April 18, 2018 Pew Research Center %



About half of Americans say power plant restrictions, international
emissions agreement can make a big difference for climate change

Each of these proposals can make ___in addressing climate change

W A big difference m A small difference = Almost no difference

Restrictions on power plant emissions 51 YN 13

An international agreement to limit

. 49 << 16
carbon emissions
Tougher fuel efficiency standards for cars 46 38 |l
Corporate tax incentives 45 SS B 6
More people driving hybrids 41 39 18
People’s efforts to reduce their carbon
38 s 16

footprints

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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Most liberal Democrats see wide range of actions as able to
make a big difference to address climate change

Each of these proposals can make a big difference in addressing climate change

® Conservative Republican ® Liberal Democrat U.S.
Mod/lib Republican ® Mod/cons Democrat adults
Restrictions on power plant carbon emissions 20 @ _J ® 76 51
International agreement to limit emissions 27 ® e ® 71 49
Tougher fuel efficiency standards for cars 27 @ o ® 67 46
Corporate tax incentives 23 @ _J ® 67 45
More people driving hybrids 23 @ ® 056 41
People reducing their carbon footprints 21 @ ® o5 38
0 20 40 60 80 100

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
April 18, 2018
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Americans most likely to trust information from climate scientists
about causes of climate change

Trust each of these groups ____ to give full and accurate information about the causes of global climate change

mAlot ®mSome Not too much  ®m Not at all

Climate scientists 39

The news media 4 36 31 25

Energy industry leaders g 34 36 22

Elected officials ik 43 27

I w
o
=

II :

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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Trust in information from climate scientists varies by politics

Trust each of these groups a lot to give full and accurate information about the causes of global climate change

® Conservative Republican ® Liberal Democrat U.S.
Mod/lib Republican ® Mod/cons Democrat adults
Climate scientists 15 @ ® ® 70 39
The news media 3000 11 7
Energy industry leaders 4 @ ;0 7
Elected officials %5. 4
0 20 40 60 80 100

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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Most Americans say climate scientists should have a
major role in climate policy

Each of these groups should have ___ in making decisions about policy issues related to global climate change
® A major role ® A minor role No role
Climate scientists 67 23 [
The general public 56 33 e,

Energy industry
leaders

Leaders from other
nations

Elected officials

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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Intensity of climate change concern varies globally

20 30 40 50 ©0 70 80%

| |
ESS SERIOUS MORE SERIOUS

Germany 55 Poland 19 LESS SERIOU RE SERIOU

i Russia 33
Canada 51 :
UK 41— Ukraine 29
France 56
Spain 63 ——
o P Tu”,(ﬁy Y China 18 Japan 45

Italy 55 -
(= South Korea 48

Burkina Faso 79 ( S,
Mexico 66 Veneuela 72 Senegal 58 i
i Ethiopia 40

glf; Philippines 72
Ghana 68— [ Uganda 76" -~ Kenya 62 Lebanon 67

L) Malaysia 44

Brazil 86 Nigeria 61 Tanzania 57 Indonesia 41

Peru 75
Jordan 44

Australia 43

Chile 77 Israel 24 Palest. ter. 38

South Africa 45
Argentina 59

Pew Research Center nationally representative surveys of 40 countries conducted March 25-May 27, 2015.
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Latin Americans, Sub-Saharan Africans more troubled by climate
change than people in other regions

Climate change is a
very serious problem

Latin America  74%
Africa @ 61
Europe 54
Asia/Pacific | 45

Middle East 38

N

China =k

54%
GLOBAL MEDIAN

Note: Russia and Ukraine not included in Europe median. Asia/Pacific median includes China.
Pew Research Center nationally representative surveys of 40 countries conducted March 25-May 27, 2015.
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Most in U.S. give priority to developing alternative energy over
fossil fuels

Each of the following should be a more important priority for addressing America’s energy supply

Alternative sources such as
wind, solar

65
63 60

58
W
39
W

29 30

Expand production of oil, coal, natural 27
gas
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Pew Research Center surveys of U.S. adults 2011-Jan. 9, 2017.
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Divide between Republicans and Democrats over energy priorities

Developing alternative energy sources should be a more important priority for addressing America’s energy
supply

Democrat
81
80
7 7 75
3 68 3
47
48 40 43 45
24 Republican
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center surveys of U.S. adults 2011-Jan. 9, 2017.
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Partisans agree on the importance of energy sector jobs, divided
on prioritizing environmental effects of energy sources

Rate each of the following as a top priority for America’s energy policies

®Rep/Lean Rep  ®Dem/Lean Dem lcjslt
adults
Protecting environment from effects of 32 @ ® 68 53
energy development/use
Increasing reliance on renewable energy sources 40 @ ® 63 52
Keeping consumer energy prices low Al ® @54 49
Creating jobs within the energy sector 49 @ 51 49
Reducing dependence on foreign energy sources 48 ®@ @58 48
0 20 40 60 80 100

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 3-7, 2017.

April 18,2018
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Political and age divides over whether the free market alone can

increase use of renewable energy sources

m The private marketplace will ensure that businesses and consumers rely
more on renewable energy sources, even without government regulations

W Government regulations are necessary to encourage businesses and
consumers to rely more on renewable energy sources

U.S. adults e
18-29 28 . c6
30-49 36 . 56
50-64 41 . -0
65+ 50 T, 2
Republican/Lean Rep 55 T 30
Democrat/Lean Dem 27 . 65

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 3-7, 2017.

April 18, 2018 Pew Research Center %i‘%



Strong public support in U.S. for expanding wind, solar power

Favor or oppose expanding each energy source

m Oppose W Favor
Solar panel farms

Wind turbine farms 14 _ 83
Offshore drilling 52 _ 45

Nuclear power plants 54 _ 43

Fracking 53 _ 42

Coal mining

Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.

April 18, 2018 Pew Research Center %



Strong bipartisan support for expanding solar and wind energy

Favor expanding each energy source

® Conservative Republican ® Liberal Democrat U.S.
Mod/lib Republican ® Mod/cons Democrat adults
Solar panel farms 830 © 0097 89
Wind turbine farms 75 0o 093 83
0 20 40 60 80 100

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.

April 18, 2018 Pew Research Center %



Wide political divides over expanding fossil fuel energy sources

Favor expanding each energy source

® Conservative Republican ® Liberal Democrat U.S.
Mod/lib Republican ® Mod/cons Democrat adults
Coal mining 14 @ o ® 73 41
Fracking 17 @ ® ® /0 42
Offshore drilling 20 @ o ® 76 45
0 20 40 60 80 100

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.

April 18, 2018 Pew Research Center %



Strong bipartisan support for expanding solar and wind energy;
wide political divides over expanding fossil fuel energy sources

Favor expanding each energy source

® Conservative Republican
Mod/lib Republican

Solar panel farms

® Liberal Democrat

U.S.

® Mod/cons Democrat adults
830 o ve 97 89

Wind turbine farms 75 o 093 83
Coal mining 14 @ [ ® 73 41
Fracking 17 @ _J ® /0 42
Offshore drilling 26 @ ® 76 45
40

Nuclear power plants o6¢ ® 5/ 43

0] 20 40 60 80 100
Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
April 18,2018 Pew Research Center %@



U.S. political differences on expanding fracking

o 68 Republican

58 59 58
52
o 48

44 U.S. adults 41 42
O

o 35
37 % @)

Democrat 28 31

2012 2013 2014 2015

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center surveys of U.S. adults 2012 through May 10-June 6, 2016

April 18,2018
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Democrats with high science knowledge are much less likely to
favor expansion of fracking

Favor expanding hydraulic fracturing or ‘fracking’ for oil and natural gas

Republican Democrat
Among those who have ___ science Among those who have ___ science

knowledge knowledge

5

Low Medium High Low Medium High

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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Democrats with high science knowledge are much less likely to
favor expanding coal mining

Favor expanding coal mining

Republican Democrat
Among those who have ___ science Among those who have ____ science

knowledge knowledge

hs_

Low Medium High Low Medium High

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.

April 18, 2018 Pew Research Center %@



Republicans with high science knowledge are much more likely
to favor more nuclear power plants

Favor more nuclear power plants to generate electricity

Republican Democrat
Among those who have ___ science Among those who have ___ science

knowledge knowledge

Low Medium High Low Medium High

Note: Republicans and Democrats include independents and others who “lean” toward the parties.
Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults May 10-June 6, 2016.
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