Jesse O’Neill Benn, PhD.
Curriculum Vitae

EDUCATION

University of Wisconsin-Madison
PhD, School of Journalism and Mass Communication, Sociology minor
Degree conferred, August 2025
Dissertation: “Dreams of Nowhere: Imagining a Socialist Utopia Amidst a Crumbling Social Order”
A sweeping, interdisciplinary project that moves from critique to imagination, tracing how U.S. civil society came to protect inequality and how socialism might offer a path forward. Drawing on history, theory, communication, and what I call an “imaginary ethnography,” I explore how people envision a world built on solidarity, community, and agency.

University of Colorado Boulder 
Master of Arts, Journalism and Mass Communication
Degree conferred, August 2015
MA Thesis: “Anti-Intellectualism in the Age of Contested Knowledge Production: 
Perpetual Inaction, When Ideas Constrain Discourse”
A critical, qualitative study that demarcates a new era of contemporary anti-intellectualism, examining how political, economic, and institutional pressures shape knowledge production and constrain public discourse. 

Colorado State University
Bachelor of Arts, Political Science (major), Media Studies (minor)
Degree conferred, May 2012

EMPLOYMENT

Colorado Mesa University
Full-Time Instructor of Mass Communication
August 2025—present 

PUBLICATIONS AND RESEARCH

Refereed Journal Articles

Benn, J. (2015). “From Passive to Active: The Spectrum of Peace Journalism.” Conflict 	& Communication Online, 14(2). http://www.cco.regener-	online.de/2015_2/pdf/benn2015.pdf 

Tischauser, J. and Benn, J. (2019). “Whose Post-truth Era? Confronting the 
Epistemological Challenges of Teaching Journalism.” Journalism and Mass Communication Education. 

McDevitt, M., Parks, P., Stalker, J., Lerner, K. M., Benn, J., & Hwang, T. (2018). Anti-
	Intellectualism Among US Students in Journalism and Mass Communication: A 	Cultural Perspective. Journalism: Theory, Practice & Criticism, 19(6), 782–799. 

Invited Articles and Book Chapters

Benn, J. and Tischauser, J. (2022). Not Two Sides of the Same Coin: Avoiding False 
Equivalencies Teaching Political Journalism After Trump. In R. E. Gutsche, Jr. (Ed.), The Future of the Presidency, Journalism, and Democracy After Trump (1st ed., pp. 296-313). Routledge. 

Benn, J. (2019). “A Rejoinder to Amitai Etzioni’s “Don’t Vent, Win.” Society. doi: 
10.1007/s12115-018-00316-7 

Refereed Conference Presentations

Benn, J., (August, 2025). “Eugene Debs, Bernie Sanders, and the Case of the Shrinking 	Socialist Imagination.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Association 	for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication, San Francisco, California, 	August 7-10, 2025.

Benn, J., (May, 2021). “Imagining a Socialist Utopia in the 19th and Early 20th 	Century.” International Communication Association, Virtual Conference. 

Tischauser, J., Benn, J., Whitman, L., Almeida, E., & Yousman, B. (2020). 
“Diversity Workshops at the Crossroads: Institutional Legacies, Power, and What Happens after Inclusivity Trainings for Faculty, Staff, and Students.” Panel presentation at the annual meeting of the National Communication Association, Virtual Conference. 

Benn, J. (2018).  “Avenues and Constraints: The Interplay of U.S. Civil Society and 	Social Movements.” Paper presented at Communication Crossroads, Madison, 	Wisconsin.

McDevitt, M., Benn, J., Parks, P., Stalker, J., Hwang, T., & Lerner, K. (2016). 
“Anti-intellectualism Among Students in Journalism and Communication: A Developmental Perspective.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

McDevitt, M. and Benn, J. (2015). “Closing of the Journalism Mind:
Anti-Intellectualism in the Professional Development of College Students.” Poster presented in the Mass Communication and Society Division at the 98th Annual AEJMC Conference, San Francisco, California, August 6-9, 2015. 

Benn, J. (2014). “The Era of the Pseudo-intellectual: Think Tanks, Market logic, and Ideological Rationalism.” Poster presented in the Critical and Cultural Studies Division at the 97th Annual AEJMC Conference, Montréal, Canada, August 6-9, 2014.

Benn. J. (2014). “From Passive to Active: The Spectrum of Peace Journalism.” Paper presented in the Mass Communication and Society Division at the 97th Annual AEJMC Conference, Montréal, Canada, August 6-9, 2014.

Benn. J. (2014). “The Myth and Ritual of “The Room”: The birth of a cult classic.” 	Poster presented in the Entertainment Studies Interest Group at the 97th Annual 	AEJMC Conference, Montréal, Canada, August 6-9, 2014. 

Invited Presentations 

Benn, J. (April, 2022). Book Launch Presentation. The Future of the Presidency, 	Journalism, and Democracy After Trump (1st ed.). Routledge. 

Research Work Experience

Research Assistant, Professor Sue Robinson, Summer 2021, UW–Madison
Developed a 150+ page professional booklet on trust-building in journalism for educators and practitioners, including exercises and reading lists addressing coverage of class, disability, and LGBTQ+ communities.

Research Assistant, Professor Michael McDevitt, Spring 2015, CU Boulder
Large-scale survey (2,000+ respondents) on journalistic anti-intellectualism among emerging adults; resulted in one peer-reviewed publication and two conference presentations.

HONORS, AWARDS, & SCHOLARSHIPS

The School of Journalism & Mass Communication Teaching Excellence Award (Spring 2018), University of Wisconsin-Madison “for outstanding and inspirational teaching performance.”

Region Nine “Mark of Excellence” Award, First Place (2012). Society of Professional Journalists for general column writing at a large university.  

Recipient of the Louise Elizabeth George Scholarship Fund, spring and fall 2020.
This scholarship provided a $20,000 stipend, tuition remission, and health insurance coverage to support my dissertation research. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Colorado Mesa University
Full-Time Instructor of Mass Communication

Mass Media Impact and History (2 sections, 3 credits each); Multimedia Storytelling (3 credits); Emerging Media (3 credits)

Implemented “ungrading” pedagogy to foster self-reflection, intrinsic motivation, and collaboration among diverse student populations. 

University of Wisconsin–Madison
Grader/Reader, Principles and Practices of Reporting (Spring 2025); Russian Politics (Fall 2022).
Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Mass Communication (Spring 2021); Mass Media in Multicultural America (Fall 2019); Mass Media Practices (Lead TA, Fall 2018–Spring 2019; TA, Fall 2016–Spring 2017); Principles and Practices of Reporting (Fall 2017–Spring 2018).

University of Colorado Boulder
Teaching Assistant, Principles of Advertising and Consumer Culture (2013–2014).

JOURNALISM & COMMUNICATION EXPERIENCE

JB’s Content Writing 
Owner 2022 – 2024 
Provided high-quality, research-based content for corporate clients across sectors, specializing in SEO optimization and clear, accessible prose.

The Huffington Post 
Contributing Writer 2015 – 2018
Produced long-form analysis and commentary on U.S. politics, race, and culture; several articles reached millions of cumulative views and shares.

Revolution News
Contributing Writer June 2015 – December 2017
Reported on the Black Lives Matter movement in Colorado; early live-streamer; collaborated globally on editing, translation, and audience strategy; produced viral videos (200K+ views).

The Rocky Mountain Collegian
Columnist (2011–2012); Staff Writer (2011)
Authored weekly columns on political and social issues; emphasized marginalized perspectives and rapid-response coverage; worked diligently to submit fact-checked, ready-to-print articles.

The Huffington Post
Internship August 2010 – November 2010
Covered 2010 congressional elections; produced ten bylines and conducted high-profile interviews. 

Freelance Journalism
Published photojournalism and protest coverage in national and local outlets; contributed footage used in court to exonerate protestors; featured on the popular podcast, “Solecast.”

Backpacker Magazine
Tested and reviewed outdoor equipment; published photography in print and online. 

W.L. Gore and Associates
Tested and reviewed prototypes; contributed photography for brand promotion.

SERVICE WORK

Colorado Mesa University
Member, Evaluation Rubric Committee 
Developing and restructuring tenure ladder and promotion rubrics for the Department.

Session Host & Organizer, Media Innovation Day (2025)
Created and managed photo contest for visiting high school students; hosted guest speaker; assisted facilitating event logistics. 

University of Wisconsin-Madison
Organizer, Reviewer, and Panel Moderator, Communication Crossroads Conference, Madison, Wisconsin (2016–2020).
Assisted in general organizing; assigning reviewers; scheduling panels; and much more. 

Graduate Committees
Actively contributed to various committees—formal and informal—focused on creating a more inclusive and diverse space; co-created alternative syllabi, assignments, and reading lists for graduate and undergraduate courses; co-facilitated listening sessions to amplify under-represented student voices.
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