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Video Tools Comparison Charts 
Tools for video creation & virtual meetings 

Video Creation  

 

  

Tool Who  Uses Features Limitations Captioning  
Panopto 
Mobile app 
available 

Instructors & 
students access via 
D2L, MAVZone, or 
downloaded 
desktop app 
(Instructors must 
set up Assignment 
Folder for 
assignments) 
 

Lecture capture, 
voiceover presentations, 
screen share 
presentations, student 
speeches & presentations 
External Learning Tool in 
D2L & HTML Editor > 
Insert Stuff 

Recording: webcam, 
upload, PPT voiceover 
(includes picture-in-picture 
option), document & 
desktop sharing 
Commenting: available 
(creator may disable) 
Downloads: instructor in 
Assignment Folder; creator; 
viewer, if enabled by creator 

Classroom 
recording 
reduces audio 
(and auto CC) 
quality 
considerably; 
mobile version 
does not offer 
screen 
recording; 
videos are 
archived after 6 
months by 
default (refer 
to Panopto File 
Retention 
Guide for 
repeat use 
videos) 

Editable 
auto CC 
(must be 
enabled by 
creator), 
interactive 
& 
searchable 
scrolling 
transcript 

Video Note Instructors & 
students access via 
D2L  
 

Announcements, 
discussions, feedback, 
quizzes, etc. 
Anywhere the Brightspace 
(HTML) Editor > Insert 
Stuff option is present in 
D2L 

Recording: webcam or 
upload only (audio only also 
available) 
Downloads: creator 
(transcripts may be 
downloaded by viewers) 
Media Library: Basic 
organization and editing 
features 

Max recording 
time 30 min 
(uploaded 
videos may be 
longer) 

Editable 
auto CC, 
Video Note 
Captions 
(creator) 
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Virtual Meetings 
Tool Who Uses Features Limitations Captioning 
MS Teams 
Mobile app 
available 

Instructors & 
students with 
Microsoft 365 
 

Virtual office 
hours, 
tutoring, 
group 
projects, 
collaboration 
  

Sharing: Document & 
desktop 
Annotations: 
whiteboard 
Chat: available 
Breakout rooms: 
available  
Recordings: if enabled 
(organizer or 
participant), 
automatically available 
in chat/channel (default 
120 days) 

Participants: users must 
have a CMU email account 
Browser: must use Chrome 
or Edge (or the desktop or 
app version) 
Whiteboard: available, not 
included in recordings 

Live captioning 
(with speaker 
identification) 
option for desktop 
and mobile app 
versions (works in 
breakout rooms); 
recordings – 
automatic 
captions/ 
transcript if 
enabled during 
meeting, may be 
generated after 
meetings if 
needed 

Zoom 
Mobile app 
available 
(may also be 
used as a 
video 
creation tool) 

Instructors & 
students with 
CMU account 
(meeting 
creator can 
send invitation 
link – 
participants do 
not need a 
separate 
account) 

Virtual office 
hours, 
tutoring, 
group 
projects, 
lecture 
capture, 
voiceover 
presentations, 
screen share 
presentations, 
student 
speeches & 
presentations 

Sharing: Document & 
desktop 
Annotations: 
whiteboard, optional 
Chat: available 
Polling: available 
Breakout rooms: 
available 
Recordings: available 
as link or download 
 

Chromebooks: Cloud 
recording may not be 
available 
Web client: limited 
functionality – use Chrome 
browser if unable to install 
Zoom on your device 
Breakout rooms: may be 
joined across platforms but 
need to be managed from 
the desktop client 

Live captioning/ 
transcript (with 
speaker 
identification) 
option (also 
available in 
breakout rooms); 
editable CC 
available with 
Zoom or Panopto 
(cloud recordings) 

Web browsers note for all video tools: Use Chrome or Firefox. The new (Chromium) version of Edge is another 
option. 
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