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Essential Learning Assessment Overview

EL Assessment Review Cycle
	
	Writing
Produce effective arguments and summaries in written English. 

	Critically Examine Arguments
Critically examine and evaluate an argument. 

	Select/Use Information
Select and use appropriate information or techniques in an academic project.

	Investigative Analytical Thinking
Demonstrate investigative and analytical thinking skills to solve problems.
	Quantitative Literacy
Demonstrate quantitative literacy.

	Multi-Discipline**
Construct an academic project using techniques and methodologies from multiple disciplines.
	Speech
Present information effectively in spoken English.


	Spring 2026 Artifacts/Fall 2026 Review
	ENGLISH
	ENGLISH
	ENGLISH

	ENGLISH

	
	*MAVERICK MILESTONE

*MILESTONE SPEECH
	
*MILESTONE SPEECH

	Fall 2026 Artifacts/
Spring 2027 Review
	
	
	NON-LAB NATURAL SCIENCES
	NON-LAB NATURAL SCIENCES
	NON-LAB NATURAL SCIENCES


	*MAVERICK MILESTONE

*MILESTONE SPEECH
	
*MILESTONE SPEECH

	Spring 2027 Artifacts/Fall 2027 Review
	FINE ARTS
	
	FINE ARTS
	MATH
FINE ARTS
	MATH
	*MAVERICK MILESTONE

*MILESTONE SPEECH
	
*MILESTONE SPEECH

	Fall 2027 Artifacts/
Spring 2028 Review
	HISTORY
HUMANITIES
	HISTORY
HUMANITIES

	HISTORY

	HISTORY

	
	*MAVERICK MILESTONE

*MILESTONE SPEECH
	
*MILESTONE SPEECH

	Spring 2028 Artifacts/Fall Review 2028
	
	
	LAB NATURAL SCIENCES


	LAB 
NATURAL SCIENCES


	LAB NATURAL SCIENCES
	*MAVERICK MILESTONE

*MILESTONE SPEECH
	
*MILESTONE SPEECH

	Fall 2028 Artifacts/
Spring 2029 Review
	SBS
	SBS
	
	SBS
	
	*MAVERICK MILESTONE

*MILESTONE SPEECH
	
*MILESTONE SPEECH


*Denotes 20% of the courses selected for review 							(Updated SP2026)
** Trial Integrative Learning VALUE Rubric

Upon completing CMU’s Essential Learning program, a student will be able to:
1.  Produce effective arguments and summaries in written English. 
2.  Present information effectively in spoken English.
3.  Demonstrate quantitative literacy.
4.  Critically examine and evaluate an argument. 
5.  Demonstrate investigative and analytical thinking skills to solve problems.
6.  Select and use appropriate information or techniques in an academic project.
7.  Construct an academic project using techniques and methodologies from multiple disciplines.

The Essential Learning Assessment Process 

Responsibilities:

	Faculty
	AVPAAS
	EL Faculty Artifact Evaluation Group
	Academic Department Heads
	Essential Learning Committee

	Include Essential Learning (EL) Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) on all EL course syllabi
	Email faculty to ask for SLO inclusion on all EL syllabi and facilitate the artifact collection process
	Convene and review EL artifacts each semester
	Support faculty in the review and implementation process
	Working with AVPAAS, facilitate GT Pathways SLOs to appropriate department

	Include GT Pathways Student Learning Outcomes on all GT Pathways course syllabi
	Facilitate creating and organizing artifacts for faculty review
	Provide feedback to the EL Committee on EL Continuous Improvement
	Semester check for course comparability for EL courses in department
	Work with departmental faculty & AVPAAS to implement EL assessment feedback

Work with AVPAAS to communicate data artifacts findings to departments

	Select Assignments used for Assessment
	Facilitate creating and organizing faculty review groups
	
	
	

	Provide AVPAAS EL Course Artifacts
	Create annual summary of EL Assessment 
	
	
	

	
	Compile EL Faculty Review Group Feedback
	
	
	

	
	Create annual summary of EL Assessment 
	
	
	

	
	Work with CDHE for all new GT Pathway course designations
	
	
	





EL Assessment Process:
 
1.         Faculty to include all appropriate Essential Learning (EL) Student Learning Outcomes 	(SLOs) on course syllabi
2.         Email reminder sent to EL Faculty two weeks before semester begins asking that EL SLOs 	be included on syllabi, indicating specific courses from which artifacts will be collected 	that semester and highlighting the collection process to be used
3.         By the end of the semester EL Faculty provide artifacts from the selected courses to the 	AVPAAS: essentiallearning@coloradomesa.edu
4.         Faculty evaluators convene to review Essential Learning course artifacts and provide 	insights from evaluation observation and faculty evaluator discussion
5.         Feedback from Faculty Evaluators shared to EL Committee for discussion and EL 			Committee approval on suggestions for Essential Learning improvement
6.         Feedback of significant findings from EL Committee analysis shared with EL Faculty 	through the AVPAAS/EL Committee members
7.       Cycle repeats


Faculty Evaluators:  A group of faculty both EL and non EL who review artifacts each semester during Assessment Days.
Essential Learning Committee (EL Committee):  Faculty committee designated for the specific purposes of facilitating Essential Learning
Essential Learning Faculty (EL Faculty):  Any faculty currently teaching an Essential Learning course
Essential Learning Continuous Improvement Plan (EL Plan):  Plan developed by faculty/departments to assist in improving student learning in one or more of the seven Essential Learning categories
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