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To allow excellent undergraduate students to enroll in graduate classes in order to complete their undergraduate degree and
potentially ladder into a graduate degree.
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Background:

Numerous universities allow some of their best undergraduate students to enroll in graduate classes in the final year of their
undergraduate studies for elective undergraduate credit that can then also be used toward a graduate degree. This policy
brings CMU into alignment with general practices in this regard and hopefully encourages students to continue into a
graduate degree.

Definitions:

Undergraduate credits refer to those credits which are 100-400 level. Graduate credit refers to courses numbered above 500
and above.

Full policy statement:



With the consent of the instructor and the Graduate Program Director/Coordinator, students with more than 90 earned credit
hours and a cumulative GPA of 3.50 or greater will be allowed to take up to 6 total credit hours of graduate credit and apply
those credits to their undergraduate degree. Acceptance of credits is contingent on approval of individual departments.
Those same credits may subsequently be applied toward the completion of a CMU graduate degree. If approved, the
appropriate forms will need to be submitted to the Registrar’s office prior to completion of the course(s) to ensure proper
alignment of credits to both the undergraduate and graduate transcripts. Note that any grades earned in these courses will
affect the student's undergraduate and graduate GPA.

Accelerated Graduate Program Policy: This policy does not apply to students in an accelerated (i.e., 3+2, 3+3, 4+1) graduate
program, as they may have courses in their programs designated to fulfill undergraduate and graduate credits. In this
situation, any credit hours above 30 for a master’s degree and 60 for an entry-level doctoral degree can count back toward
the undergraduate degree, provided that the credit hours do not exceed 25% of the total credit hours for an undergraduate
degree, or 30 credit hours. Approval of such programs must follow the Atypical Packaging of Programs guidelines in the
Curriculum Policies and Procedures Manual.
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