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COLORADO MESA UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC 

Scale-Technique Exam Requirements for the Wind and Percussion Area 
 
Each Music major will perform a scale-technique exam each semester.  This exam will 
constitute a portion of your lesson grade as determined by your instructor.  The exam 
consists of major and minor scales and arpeggios. Watch for announcements on Music 
Department bulletin boards. 
 
The scale and arpeggios requirements are as follows: 
All scales are to be memorized, performed with a metronome, and follow the 
attached departmental pattern.  
 
Two and Three Octaves where appropriate (scale & arpeggio) 
 
•Scales are to be performed in the Circle of Fourths. 
•The minimum Metronome Marking (M.M.) equals the quarter note.  
•Students who can perform all the major scales are encouraged to observe the given 
metronome marking in the beginning and focus their attention on tone quality, then 
increase the tempo. 
 
FRESHMAN  
1st Semester: 1) All Major Scales, M.M. = 108   
Level I 2) Chromatic Scale, full range, M.M. = 108 (Performed in 8th Notes) 
 
2nd Semester: 1) All Natural Minor Scales, M.M. = 100 
Level II 2) Major Scales, M.M. = 126 (3 keys randomly selected) 
 3) Chromatic Scale, M.M. = 126 (Performed in 8th Notes) 

 
SOPHOMORE 
1st Semester: 1) All Harmonic Minors, M.M. = 100 
Level III 2) Major Scales, M.M. = 138 (3 keys randomly selected) 
 3) Natural Minors, M.M. = 116 (3 keys randomly selected) 
 4) Chromatic Scale, M.M. = 138 (Performed in 8th Notes) 
  
   
 
2nd Semester: 1) All Melodic Minors, M.M. = 100 
Level IV 2) Major Scales, M.M. = 144 (3 keys randomly selected) 
 3) Natural Minors, M.M. = 126 (3 keys randomly selected) 
 4) Harmonic Minors, M.M. = 116 (3 keys randomly selected) 
 5) Chromatic Scale, M.M. = 144 (Performed in 8th Notes) 
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Melodic Minor Scales

Bass Clef
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