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High School Scholars Program

Policies and Procedures

Revised: April 28, 2008

Approved: April 13, 2005
Working Group

Faculty:

· Doug O’Roark, Professor of History

· Gene Starbuck, Professor of Sociology; SBS Department Head

· Denise McKenney, Professor of Biology

· Esther Broughton, Professor of English

· Ken Davis, Associate Professor of Mathematics; Chair, Academic Policies and Procedures Committee

· Morgan Bridge, Professor of Business Administration; Business Administration Department Head

· Richard Cowden, Assistant Professor of Theatre; Vice President of Faculty Senate

Staff:

· Andy Breckel, Associate Vice President for Outreach & Dean of Students

· Ben Keefer, Director of Extended Studies & Director of the Montrose Campus

· Heather Exby, Director of Regional Programming

I.
Student Qualifications

· Junior or Senior status

· 3.0 cumulative GPA

· Grade of “B” or better in at least two courses in the academic area to be taken

· For Humanities/Social Sciences courses - English ACT score of 19 or more; or SAT Verbal score of 470 or more; or PLAN English score of 19 or more; or PSAT critical reading score of 47 or better; or appropriate college-level placement on Accuplacer.
· For Math/Natural Sciences courses - Math ACT score of 19 or more; or SAT Math score of 470 or better; or PLAN Math score of 20 or better; or PSAT Math score of 47 or better; or appropriate college-level placement on Accuplacer. 
· Students should be advised that they must maintain grades of “C” or better in any concurrent course to remain and continue in the Early Scholars Program.  Grades of “D” or “F” will result in exclusion from the Early Scholars Program.

· Special exemptions to these qualification MAY be made on an individual basis through written request to the Office of Admission,

II.
High School Scholars Faculty Qualifications

High school teachers interested in teaching in the High School Scholars Program must be selected and approved by their high school principal.  In addition, the high school teacher must be approved to teach the specified General Education course(s) by the appropriate MSC department head in consultation with faculty in the discipline.  There are two levels of approval.

“Gold”
· Masters degree in the discipline to be taught (preferred) 

OR 

· Masters degree plus 18 graduate hours in the content to be taught and a bachelor’s degree in the discipline.

“Maroon”
Those teachers with a minimum of five years demonstrated success in teaching, in addition to an earned master’s degree, can be approved as “Maroon” High School Scholars faculty.  MSC will work with “Maroon” High School Scholars faculty to prepare a mentoring plan to teach the specified lower-division General Education courses with support and mentoring from discipline faculty.  In addition, “Maroon” faculty will be requested to make regular progress toward meeting the “Gold” qualification.  

Concurrent Faculty are employees of their respective school districts.

III.
High School Responsibilities

A. School Liaison

· Liaison should be a school counselor or a person in a similar position

· Liaison is responsible for working with MSC to establish a plan for course offerings and class schedules.

· Liaison is the primary point of contact at the school for MSC

· Liaison assists with the distribution of information regarding the Early Scholars Program, admission applications and tuition payments.

· Liaison assists MSC in identifying potential Concurrent Faculty.

· Liaison distributes course rosters, course evaluations and other materials to local High School Scholars Faculty.

· Liaison ensures current syllabi are sent to MSC each semester.

B. School Administration 

1. Nominates potential High School Scholars Faculty

2. Provides the credentials of potential High School Scholars Faculty for review by MSC departments.

3. Assures the integrity of the High School Scholars Program by:

a. Working with MSC and local Concurrent Faculty to provide quality assessment environments.

b. Facilitating the attendance of local High School Scholars Faculty to MSC Concurrent Faculty meetings.

C. High School Scholars Faculty Responsibilities:

1. The administration of the course.

2. Informing students of drop/withdrawal time frames.

3. Responsible for verifying students on course rosters, and notifying the school liaison of any discrepancies.

4. Maintaining a college course environment and standards in the classroom 

5. Ensuring lab/classroom facilities are adequate for the specified course

6. Ensuring concurrent courses are taught in a separate classroom(s).  

7. Meeting deadlines for grade submission, etc.  

8. Providing current course syllabus and other appropriate course materials to the school liaison each semester.

IV.
Mesa State College Responsibilities

A. MSC Departmental Liaison

· Meet with High School Scholars faculty at least once per term at Mesa State College or at the local high school.

· Be available for any questions High School Scholars faculty have related to the course, its delivery, student assessment and grading.

· Provide “master” college course syllabi with stated student outcomes and suggested assessment instruments for each course taught in the high school.

· Include High School Scholars faculty in relevant communication affecting Adjunct and other Affiliate Faculty.

· Develop a mentoring plan in collaboration with “Maroon” High School Scholars faculty.

· Provide access to supplementary materials approved by the department for use with the specific course being delivered at the high school.

B. Administration - Extended Studies & Outreach Office

· Maintain Early Scholars course and faculty records as detailed in CCHE policies (attachment A).

· Facilitate the administration of the Early Scholars Program in collaboration with the Admissions Office.

· Negotiate and facilitate the administration of contracts with school districts participating in the High School Scholars Program.

· Facilitate evaluation of High School Scholars Faculty.

Contact the Director of Regional Outreach:  Heather Exby





Email:  hexby@mesastate.edu
Phone:
 970.248.1942



C. Administration – Admissions Office

· Application processing and follow through

· Register Concurrent students for courses and refers Fast Track students to the Academic Advising Office for course scheduling

· Coordinate orientation programs

· Point-of-contact for students and families

· Point-of-contact for counselors

· Roster verification 

· Final grade rosters (for those in the high schools)

· Facilitate schedule changes prior to and during semester (add/drop)

Contact the MSC Office of Admissions:



Administrative Assistant:  Becky Hetherington





Email:  blhether@mesastate.edu

Phone:
970.248.1458

V.
High School Scholars Curriculum

Mesa State College has selected a group of courses appropriate for delivery to regional high schools via the High School Scholars program. The majority of these courses are lower-division, general education courses that have been certified as meeting the requirements of the State-wide Guaranteed Transfer Program (a.k.a. GT Pathways). This GT Pathways designation indicates the course meets state-wide curricular standards.  Students who successfully complete such a course (grade of C or better) are assured of course acceptance at any of Colorado’s public colleges and universities.  MSC believes these courses offer Early Scholars Program participants flexible educational options for their future college careers and support state-wide higher education goals.  

There are some courses that may be offered in the Early Scholars program that do not carry the GT Pathways designation, but are general in nature and desired for college-level delivery in the high school. The offering of these courses will be determined on an individual basis.  
List of Approved High School Scholars Program Courses

Courses to be offered will be selected from this list. MSC reserves the right to update this list by adding or withdrawing courses. 

	Content Area
	MSC Course #
	MSC Course Title
	Credit Hour

	COMMUNICATIONS
	ENGL 111
	English Composition I
	3

	
	ENGL 112
	English Composition II
	3

	MATHEMATICS
	MATH 110
	College Math
	3

	
	MATH 113
	College Algebra
	4

	
	MATH 119
	Precalculus
	5

	
	MATH 130
	Trigonometry
	3

	ARTS & HUMANITIES
	ARTE 101
	Two-Dimensional Design
	3

	
	ARTE 102
	Three-Dimensional Design
	3

	
	ARTE 115
	Art Appreciation
	3

	
	ARTE 118
	Survey of Art History
	3

	
	DANC 115
	Dance Appreciation
	3

	
	MUSA 220
	Music Appreciation
	3

	
	ENGL 150
	Introduction to Literature
	3

	
	ENGL 131
	Western World Literature I
	3

	
	ENGL 132
	Western World Literature II
	3

	
	MASS 110
	Mass Media Impact & History
	3

	
	PHIL 105
	Critical Thinking
	3

	
	PHIL 110
	Introduction to Philosophy
	3

	SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
	HIST 101
	Western Civilization I
	3

	
	HIST 102
	Western Civilization II
	3

	
	HIST 131
	US History I
	3

	
	HIST 132
	US History II
	3

	
	POLS 101
	American Government
	3

	
	PSYC 150
	General Psychology
	3

	
	SOCO 260
	General Sociology
	3

	
	ANTH 201
	Cultural Anthropology
	3

	PHYSICAL & LIFE SCIENCES
	BIOL 101 +101L
	General Human Biology + Lab
	3+1

	
	BIOL 102 +102L
	General Organismal Biology + Lab
	3+1

	
	BIOL 209+209L
	Human Anatomy/Physiology I
	3+1

	
	BIOL 210+210L
	Human Anatomy/Physiology II
	3+1

	
	CHEM 121+121L
	Principles of Chemistry + Lab
	3+1

	
	PHYS 101
	Concepts of Physics
	3

	
	PHYS 111
	General Physics I + Lab
	4+1

	
	PHYS 112
	General Physics II + Lab
	4+1

	
	PHYS 101
	Elementary Astronomy
	3


Non GT Pathways Courses Approved for Concurrent delivery

	APPLIED STUDIES
	FLAF 111, 112
	First Year French I + II
	3,3

	
	FLAS 111, 112
	First Year Spanish I + II
	3,3

	
	CISB 101
	Business Information Technology
	3

	
	SPCH 101*
	Interpersonal Communication

	3

	
	SPCH 102*
	Speechmaking
	3


*Submitted for Approval by CCHE GT Pathways committee
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